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FREFACB 



' Ia pff6Miitii^ to HnB piifalie Hmt 19b t!id tdftnturti of 
tbA Htwkf iome aecoant of &o 8ao and Fot bidkns 
«-of Kebknk, Aeir dtftingitisfaed chief-^^^nd of tW 
eanaes wbicii led to die hte contest betireea ^eee'liibee 
moA the^ fhdted Chatest iras iiebeaaarily'lnTalna. Th^ 
fatio dnc t i btt dT *theae collateral enljeetSt najr poeaiii^ 
inqpirt luMMoiid ihtexesl to tidt tdiun^ 

In apealdnf (tf the poUey of the gotenment towarib 
Ate fragment of Bbcb and Foxes, irith whom Bfaidk 
Hawk was aaeodated, St has been necessary to^^ eens^ffe 
gome of its aetSt and to comment with freedom iipon tfafe 
official oonduct of a leW ptrolia tnncem* 

The hsSbm aire fr eqn eita y dftnenced is fidOless; 
fa roc i oiie and mitameaUe. Without going'into Ae fai* 
fturjr, how fror 4iie ^nvg* ii fouided in tnith» Ae qyi^o- 
tim nvr )be a4(ed, has not thi poUef ^rf* our fovem* 
Bient ooQtrflnitedt eraentialljr» ttk impart to them thai 
rt Rm war sot morn fieqiottfly met diem in 



tad fiddit tfaaa Wa Omslian sf^f ondewtai^idMr 
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nbAom wHb di6iii» mort hj iIm pow«r af dM i 
thm tfaft kwof kindneft? In the imenitaUe wajn ^ 
Pnrrideiiee, Ae Indians ate walking in ignorance and 
mofoi darkneai. It 4f the .anieinqjdoty, and riioaU be 
the higlieat gkny of Uiia nation, to bring them e«l of 
ttatcoiidiliomandeiev^t hq i i ffltheaadeef aocialandT 
itttelleetiial being* Bvt» bow ia thia dotjr perftmnedt 
^^^canljrroaftgQiaf ihfm ee w4a^pw4js ttf > iy iBJ Us 
(pdtmltheipiaa.Yafaala: We pake «oIea!i«.efiin|aMj(| 
wi^-liieftt^ wUdi ,we intei^pfel ip im^.intemMict^tjH^ 
Mrini«k;^ieii|if:t)iqriblbm:Aef3^ y^#a4s 
«4^*ai^ lite ID Of lead wlOcI^ A^ «f^ 
^aiM tlipe IJIllfraD^MfOpfl tbeai ^ *^Uii^ tfui npoiv^ngi 
own twma: We aen4 H^t^ and mJaaioaafief ffi jmk 
tflaim diem firom tiie error of their ways— to bring them 
immJU^ jmksi to. A& jmimral hb4 mA yet fennii ear 
aJtianpate^iilbM Jhem Igi a|iirilaone4tf90fa» and ]rii«ai| 
^lem oi^t« qC their psopesly ; If^eaMkewarpponiheig 
Urill^Mit fi)]f ndeq^^ eaii e p mane tb^m^witlieiii^iKsrv^; 
—and pat them ^defAu^mAoQfrjqpfj^lai^ier f^ 
eottdition : And, then ddiberatdy proclaim to the worid* 
Ihai'lhflv aaa ieaxaflaa««ein^ and, nntame^il*«^eeindad 

If the preset Tolnme ahifly in i^y de^greey^eontnbnt^ 
to awaien the public Ihiind to a aena^ of Ae wrOnga 'in* 
flieteo ttpon the Indiuay and to arooae iDe Chnaoan 
inttimen of diia land, to the adopuon of a'l^OM fi^;«n^^ 
n^iyht and^WeniTent CQj^ 6f pd^ tow^ ibemt^ 
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wm teve teen pmBd fa Urn emm of Im 
Miii^ and of nMAond honor. 

Tlio Midior WKM ibis opportnnity of Mknowledgiaf 
\l!m o&»^ipiiU>iui '^ Hmei Hall, Eiq.* for tho ralviblo at* 
thaHnoe sorf J »e< from him, in tho preparation of this 
^JdiOM la collecting tho materiak for thai magBifiocnl 
^r^Rlif on whidi he ia now engaged, ** The Hietorj ^ 
iib b^ttia of Nordi Ammca/* thia gentleman haa be- 
00010 p o e ee ai c d of much intneating matter, in regard to 
llio Saea and Fozea» and eapecialljr the Aief Keokuk; 
to aD of whidi he haa kmdl j penniHad die 
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Hie word Saokee, o# O-sfttt-kee, now writteA 

p6mid in the Algonquiii (»r Chippewa^ lafagoag^ 
a^eitv-w^keey vUdi means <<7^ow eardi:'' Miis- 
itna-kee^ th^ Mme el* the Fb^ InJBans, i^niftea 
«il^ earthl'* Theiie two tribes have long resided 
fog^dier, and now constitnle one people^ allhough 
liiers aie some internal regulalfons ainong thrai 
which tend to preserve a distinctive name and hit 

•age. The cfaMb, on oeremonild occasions^ daim 
B la 
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lobeiepresentatiiresofiiidepeadtiittTitMy buetfus 
distinction is nominal For many years past the 
principal duefof d)fB ^Sm^,bftsVefy, in ftet, ttiejchief 
of die Foxes HkeislBf iPMyai^titailed in peace and 
war, speak tfie same Inguage, claim the same ter* 
rilory|l|a;rf8|inibr«iiap^ 

traditions wfaidi represent them as descended item 
theone commonmigiai <Si gnactJMppevaynation. 
Both tribee Qri|jnaUy r^^^ujpoi^Jt^ waters 
of tfie* dc La^vrrenee. - The Fbtes^MMte^ first to 
tfie west, and establidied themselves in the r^on 
>f Green Bay. Upon a river 1[>earing their name, 
which empties ii^o^the tead of this Bay, they suf- 
fered a signal defeioUby a combined body of French 
and laAans^Mm'pfaMs since knotm ai La Bdtti 
de Mort^ or tb^ HUI of the Dea4,* $ubseqaenfly 
to this battle, they were joined bytbe Sao^ wko 
having be<»me biToTred in a War with ih^firoqnbis 
or Six Natiflasyvemidse cburentotfae 'WestwaKL 
Tb^tblted ttidr rehthre^; the Fbxes, upon Ore^n 
JBay^ but faiarxedttcediamunbeni^by the attadn 
of oAer tribes, rtiat they "were no longer' aUe to 
im^m tli^wyelvea mv^ i i » | fp< w rim H S^^plCf cThe 
ifnio^ (M^fW tbewf twf tribesy whjMitNP49«k 
place, ami ^o^^iouee tp, tb)» dj^y^\wiui«9 TmAm 
jpatterof mm^ ^nof iseUi^ft. ^to pwiti^if 

Lake». eajwot bf fatiafe^etofi]^. m6ertal^e&f, ; jU 
Hootan^spaak^ of & Saic^ viltoge. oOf Foip mei^aa 
par^ MM I96^i, and Father ilepn^^ «iii U80| 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 






■40 Af« roi ^flf^lt^ ^ 

id^ 0^ th^ ^y of PuMti, now Qro^ni^y* 

Qvn to tbQ Q98tero bwk pf th^ M^issippiy i^4 
ciP9)l>uupg wit]^ Qt|ie]& tnb^f, b^gmto 9ct 911 Oiq ojE^ 
fensive, Wq period of thi» ipr^ptioA from tb^ 
porthy U i^ not ea^y to de^mipe. MaJQr Tf^ioimf 
For^dv who resided for n^ar tww^y yeiuw among 
the SsLV\k9 and Fo:^c^, ia a manuwnpt accovint 01 
Ihose tribes, now before us, »ays ; , 

"j^ore tha^i a ceotury ago, all the coqntry^ <jom^ 
inencin^ above Rock river, and ruiming down the 
Mississippi to the mouth pf the Ohio, up thai 
nrer tp thie moijth of the Wa.b^h, tb^ce up 
that river t9 Yoi$W9Yi^, thence down the Mi- 
ami of the Lake, some distance, thence north to 
the St Joseph's a|id. Cbic^Lgo; also the couQtry 
Iving south pf the Pes ]Vfoines, down perhaps, to th€( 
Mississippi, waa inhabited by a numerous nation of. 
Indians, who called thei^/selves Linneway, and 
were called by others, Minneway, signifying "men/* 
This great nation wa^ divided into several bands, 
imd inhabited different parts x>f thia e:(tensive ren 
gion, as foHows: The Micbigamies, the country 
soudi of the Bes Moines; the Cohakias that east of 
&e present village of Cphokia in niinpis; the Eas- 
kaskias that east of the toym of that qame; the 
Tamarpis had their village nearly central ^tween 
Cahokia and Kaskaskja; the Piankeshaws near 
Vincennes; the Weasup ih^ Wabash; the Mi^mies 
on the head waters of the Miami of the Lakes, on 
St Joseph's rivei and ^^ Chicago. The Piank^. 
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rfurom, Weas and Miamies, most at this time hav% 
hunted south toTfaids and on the Ohio, "the TeXf- 
rias, another hand of tiie saiM nation, lired and 
hunted on the Illinois tirer: The Mascos or Mas- 
dontinsy called by the Frendi gen» des ptairiei, 
Kved and hunted oh the great prairies, betnreen th6 
Wabash and Illinois rivers. All these different 
bands of the Minne^ay nation, spoke the languagi 
of the pre^t Miamies, and the whole considered 
themselves as ohe and the same people; yet book 
iheir local situation, and having no standard to go 
by, their language became broken up into different 
dialects. These Indians, the Minneways, were at- 
tacked by* a general confederacy of other nations^ 
such as the Sauks and Foxes, resident at Green 
&ay aad on the Ouisconsin; the Sioux, whose 
frontiers extended south to the river des Moinest 
the Chippeways, Ottbways, and Potawatimies froai 
die lakes, and also the Cherokees and Choctaws 
^om the south. The war . continued for a great 
many years and until that great nation the Minne* 
ways were desitroyed, except a few Miamies and 
Weas on the Wabash, and a few who are scattered 
among strangers. Of the Kaskaskias, owing to 
their wars and tl^eir fondness for spiritous liquors, 
tiiere now (1^26) remain but thirty or forty souls; 
— of the Peorias near St Greneyieve ten or fifteen ; 
of the Piankeshaws forty or fifty. The Miamie^ 
are the most numerous; a few years ago they con- 
isisted of about four hundred souls. Thisre do ho* 
exist at the present day (18d6) more than five Iiua' 
dred souls of the once great and powerfid M&me 
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wajrsij ttro^ mM^<^ k^^ bem t^tfi «rad tb «i» 
prisoaerfly not unfirequently buming tbem. I' lmv« 
bt«fSM)ft «ert&iii flunily ateMg fife lAwdw who 

Fosei/tirliefi Ihciy^took aLii3r^^w^BfiiiifeM'«y8 {^191. 
n^i^y ga^r^ Utiiiro^upi^lkeit woi&to*«o Iwbtffeied 
toMi^f^. l%(eti^[$^ tO^oldk^ Mmas^^ 
i%Rol^M^, #ct ae^MI of «tetr «AieltiMi TU 

ba^lfe^batingf bete foc^ o]^|^t^ ItaP nootti of 
tli» Iowa river, abetit fiftf 6f Ox^ Nrilo» ab^m tho 
Si^tt^c^BJoekritw/ Tte'Sttmlffi «fid F«xM*de. 
iccsultid!' Aeo' SfRsifts^ppi ill eaii<$ed> tifiLt IiiMu^f * dl 
Ibe p&ce dbote describee^, mfmMteAfk^ to^raiAi ifa^ 
eftiemjrr Ihey htA fiot gbn»^r %efl9te tftet 4m« 
m^ttikkithf a patty of A^'Mfts^30^Mk TiMfeiittte 
eofitfltfueS tieaK^ idl Oay; th^ ^vkM sad tk^xei^ £)» 
tranf of smihitiiMofa, fhuil^gaf^^ aild fled to 
fhelr i^iioesr; the' Mascontkijd prasired them and 
ibitgftt ttespeAt^, ahd left but ftw' of' flio Saufei 
aiid Poles tb i^riy hinne l!ie story of tti^ 
Some ferty ot ffilf yieanr ago, the ifet^ andPoxei) 
kttaclred a small tilfege of Peoriaa, ab^utF a MU 
belb^ 5t I;otii» anf iiirere thetie ddbaled/ At A 
place on the fflinois tirer, called HMe Ro<;k, tti«re 
irere foirmedy kSfled by *e^ Chippewayii irfid* Otto* 
trasr, ti tramber of meil^ wbme^ and ^^Nbrcin o# AM 

g?eat slaug^iter of tba Kaskaskia Indiana.^ ThA 
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The lMd<^whidi St-Loua fUiida» as vipU m 
Am aimoiuidMif €0011^9 wiui ckusMd Vjr the Ubot 
ata < > d g irt i cy » which hftd a ^ qu ka^ tb^iatraHos 
^ Ihe wMtff. Th»«iBeiiifislaiictgi( is soppoiedy 
bd thfr imQmm ooirftdQEaeyJo the atleaq^ wJbid^ 
tbsjr made ia I7W« to dsatooy the viliaga of Si. 

§m» and Fmas weie active partioqpaUMPs in, dUa 
altaek, no apology is neoestarir finr intfodiiciiig tfat 
foUo^raig gvaplttG aooaum of it, from 4be pen <tf 
Wilaoa Bmrn, Esqr* of Sc Lottis."^ 

<< ki the laeaa tiae aqpneiwis bands of the Ittt 
dtateUraigmitfae kkeaioid the MiiraiMinW'^'^tho 
Ot)H)oways^ Menomoniea^ Winnebagoes, Sioi|||» 
Saesy #66. togoAor-mth A.laiSB niunberof GaM% 
ium, aflofouotiiig ia aH to apwaidsof 6>iutoen bua». 
dml, had asiendded on the eastern shoce oftha 
Misrasi^^ i^ Ui^ abore St Ix>ui8y awaiting the 
fixth of May, the day fi;zed lor the attacks .Tha 
Afthof Mar ^as the feast of Cofynu CAruii,A day 
llig^ nanerated by the inhabitants, who were all 
CatboUcs. Had the assault taken place then, ik 
mpvi^ have been iafsl ^ them, for,.after diTnia 
lenrice, att the men, womenand childn^ had .ftt^ 
ed to the prairie to gather strawbexries, which west 
Attt eeason very almndai^ and fine* Thetownb^ 
ing Wi peifectty iviguard^d^ could have baeniaken 
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mem ^rmufi^^btml^ m aeiucchof imH^hBi^ke^ 
I ma«^u;red without renstoiice* FartuiuUely, howr 
; svei^ a few ^y of tba ^nMqF lu4 ^ilMMd Hm 

lii^ foid imibyfbod Ihon^etotA in t^ 

I ef c<M[>^fftlirtaiity^Qgpldh»ye iMctii>d ^igitWittilheiy 

' bsAda Battheyla)«wii<^hpviiiiai|Fof4)o»rhilai 
were, still jp^onioing in tfen^ l9WOi pid ia t||e ab* 
i^iceof thftir ciHk4^toii,£ni^ to «ttac|^kiittioiK 
^EoeiMiceiied j^aa n^it be del^tited* v 

On die «xtb» ibe main boj^ e£ tto I^dia^» ifffw ■ 
fi4) aod^Biajc<^6d diceetly towaida fha fiddly ax* 
feeting to fiiMi the freator patt aC ttia viUi^iaci 
^mpef but kt tbia tbey were diiappokittt^ a^ few 
€^y |iavi»)§ gone oat to view tbeir a<qp4» TM^ 
pereeived the ai^R>ach oC Ae saTage £», ai|d iau 
iwdialeiye<miinme^ra.^etiealtoTi^^ toaoi^ 
thamost of tb^a taking tbexoad tbU lad 1^ tt^ up^ 
p^ gate^ naai^ thioi^ the maM of Indianii and 
Mowed by es^ow^r of bullets. Hie fising alalia^ 
ad tboae who w:e^in tenant and tbeetyf^toanns! 10 
awiti'' wes beard in oT^y direction. Tbegrnufaad 
^waids the works and tluraw ^pen the .gates to 
^eir brethren* The |n4iens adTsupoed dpwly but 
tceadfly towaols ik(^ towu, a^ tha^ inhab^ntt» 
tiioogb abnosl dQl>ffivad of bope, by Hia vast auqpa* 
flority m iHunber of the assailants, d^enmned ta 

I dsfiindtfaen^Teato^laat* 

I ^<^In^ej{»ects^ifm of an attack^ Sili/Jo Fiancisoe 
Cart^ontt » govaniBi^tal o^S^^ii^ goqie toSU 
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Ctoil0^40^ lor ifc oonptttly tf tnHMft itf vn uk * vcT 
IfetMling tha tcfWUf in c^tsa a( iMamtjTy Mkt )iBd nt 
die begfniBA; of did month rettirned wHh mxty 
IR^ *wlio w^e 'qtuM^r^ on tf^ ehi^ns. As^ooii 
IM the ftttftdt conun^hcedy' he^^cfw, neift^ Cttfta* 
bohanor M^ menVrdtdd be seen. Either llnrougli 
fttocf <Mr ttesdiety , fliey ednceiiled ihenisehfetf hi- tt gari 
lety and Aet^ teittsJited'iititBthe^Itidteii^fMmMtfa^sffi 
The ^tasealled beingf deprfTeS df a eomrideratile'forcey 
hy'tMi' dnntieft} A^ftbtfon^ ^e9^ sttf resohfte imd 
fletetiinned. Abont fifteen hien iifere petttMftt 
eadi gate; the-TesH wete scattered nktag the Ihie of 
iMAlic^^y faii-the nioi^ adTSsntilgeetD mann^. 
- «Wheii #ilhiH a proper iSBstance;tfie Udhitkh^ 
pok an ttregiAor fire/'vi^ich was answered %ffl 
Mko^vvrr of gra|w sho( Yhim Am aftQl^. The Sfi 
fefg, ^r a xirtSiey tras trarm; biit 4ie fodian^ peie' 
oehred tfiilf Aff their efibi«s ulrouia be hiefifecttiti vA 
tMbihit ef uiO" inttencnnientSy fthd' deferred *by uM 
cannon, fo 'irHich they "were nnaeeiritonied> Irtoi 
ttiAing a iteaitef approach, suffered their ^eid" td 
rfMsrte^ and ddiberafely^ retired: At fhisr stager of 
trflkirs/die lientenanl Ootemor madd his appear- 
lAioe. The first' imSm^dh that h^ leceiTed of Whai 
iw'a^ g^fei^ on,' WM t^'tH^ dls(ftiitr^ ift- aMR(ely,oif 
fhe part of tfie hAflkbitftn^i fief immediate ordeiM 
^ se^tetal pieces tf 'oafnkifif, iHdch'Wef^ posted nl 
fttmr ef Ad g ovenWh e h i hotitse, to' be sjsAced ^ited 
fined wfQv sand, and went, or rattier "was roBed fft 
a wheelbarrow, to the-seen^ of action, tut tt tierf 
peiMil^irf ttme, he oothntiuadM tfie Utiabitflntr to 
e^aseHfirii^ mi return ^c^Hbebt boiisfs.^ Tfc s rt 
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|NIW9U '«E¥ ul9 lO WOT glUJCy CuQ. IKI* fOUOif v «I10 ORNffj^ 

liiid <9(m0eqfietitlf fcept flieii' flCsttotis; llie conoU 
ftuiiidti.M p^R^efirea- thi^ and dfder^ ft tenttdit to b« 
fiMi 0(1 tlienL THkrf hud iMti^Iy' t9te to vitcnf 

«t^aiem^ aiMl irMide ^ UnA, te«tting ^ g^ pan 

li^hiyk^ tendr ^ l^ eondttot, ri^ce iiid fifiM ttinu>r 
^liti'tttlai^y gsshr^ tii& to flu^tefoiis ytvf unfil^ofi 
ia>te to tfi^ likiiiMkM GorifenMr. I< ir^ toiHed 
tUb&a^ ^ht h& ivM ibe <»ttis6 bf the aftadi^ 
tfidt hfe tv^as edimeetod iritb Ae Bf^^h^ and Iha^ 
he hud i»6cto fci!hed into ic dMO^Soit <)r^teftf, 
IMdfiy httd not pTotid^nce ihrericidy ^woirid haV^ 
w&tntMi: mGtti to u^iiWilcHoii* Utidef pfataxt* 6t 
pt^Mtig to Oem'that'thfere^ ^liM ck^ dang^ of in ^ 
i9kck, h« had 4ftir days h^foi^ Uotcwnt^, ^\A* to 
«lw tfttete^ ti! tit6 atott(»Erdtl6ti h^ohgfa^ to iha 
§&^enAiiM} 9M A«ey ^c^cM Mve^ toeii teft- piffa 
AMIf destfti:^ tttA Adhitofi^ hddtheynof -fimnd^ 
iti ft ptiiht^ hotMy ^%ht bft9t«ilst^pcr«Mer, betofltg* 
ihgw k tfftda'/wMdt the)r uMied to die nttnto of 
Ae Kh^y upon the 4rst aJafto* Golohel George 
Rx^ra dftrk, ^ho #a» aff lliis titoe aft Kadatdfia, 
wiffi ft vBV into ttmiir Ms jdomdiiftM:^ tttkdaratanail^ 
ftftt an atta<^ wa# itieifitoted on' wlot towb^- oflferad 
as iiftatoistanee in h»pbiR^,toftidin lfiedef(§ttda. 
f%fo ^rffta" ^ t^jieeted by thelJM^^ 
JUi tf^iAsf ehttnnstaiicea gare hirth to a ati^ng av«ri« 
iMdh' to liie bdnmuMidaiity Whkdi ermifcea tta^, at 
Adi day^ in eiteeitettont of hiilr ohftWilef^ wftoitoTe^ 
tfenanw lamentomed to those iriio^ haVeioioKW 
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adetail^acooiiotaftbe lOtiuck^ weia Mivt la ^iy«^ 
(^Imss by M, ^eciai meaMmger/and the repult wnf 
that tfiQ G«y«EDor General aj^ pointed Miw FxanciaQf^ 
(ywaaty to tba ^tgca oC I^imlenant fioyniiQy^ . 
, ^Mm>on as it waa aacertained that tba bdJana 
had x»tmd bom tha aaighbarbood»^ the ^ababitaoif^ 
pfo ci t f^ tted tfi Mthf T tha dfiad, that lair acatleaed'iia 
aU parts of the pndrie* Swea waxe at firat iom^ 
fMldhnri^iapne^iave, TeajMctwetra^ptlMaf^hl 
the coujQie of a fortoight^ w^ia diaopyfred y^ th% 
lil^g Haas ^dttthoidered the roamhaa. Th^a^iOf 
tba MJ^^M wera^aficcMupaiiied hj ^^ chaiaOe ri at 
tk feipci^«^ Soaoe 9f timt victuna v^eata honaMF 
^gpngladi Wkh the axoeptioa of oaa spdividua^ 
tba whUea arho nccoiaapaaied the Ipdiapfp, did m$ 
taka part in tha.|)ntcbmes thai wage fxiynapitlffi^ A 
ypiuHJf maa by the oame of Calvei waa fomuldeadi 
hia aiqill i^Ut ppao^ ai)d a.tomahawk, oa the hladni 
of whiah was wxittea the.;«rord Calxa, atickiiy 4i| 
hUhcauL, He waaau{]jK»adtqhaYe fallen.^y tb% 
haodof hia^vicla. Had thoae who diBooy^^ U^ 
lodiaxniiathaprau^fledtatbe loy(et e^^ thiqi 
would haye escaped; lm( the greater part ^of t^eia 
tooli; the road that led to Um vifipex gate, Ihrov)^ 
^ Tary xaoka of thi^ Wq^7> and libera tW azpiMH 
ed to the whole of their fire. About twenty peiv. 
9^t^ it is c^^ntfiiij aaet thek death ia ^udeayoi^ 
log to {|a^ within the entrencbxoenta. Ncmepfthoa^ 
withio were iigure^y.aQd nooe of the Indiaoa wai% 
Ipjladt ^ l^aat oooe oi them were ibu^ T^^ 
^i^jject waa not phinderi for they did opt attempt* m^ 
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cftttle 0r the homes tel wore in tfar praJtrle, »id 
Ifae^ thejr mights h^re takeitf nmr did Act at&ck 
acAjr of Ae aetglibotiiiff towm, wheie jdiBtiigor 
arMld'haire bflea leas,, fuid the-ptospe^of 
fpmrter^ 'Rie'^^7 object ^oy iBid.m ^isilr 
ilM^ destraetiott of SI. Loviif wd tl^^ 
ioftmrnfih^ ktet Aftt thef wore iniCi^ded bjrifas 
JBngMih» and g^^ food gionnd, whm < 
iritli other ebnvMlanois, to bsfiere tluti 1^ 
«keir«deraiididMton * * * ♦ 
-<< A Mr. ChaDiodfier bad gone^m Ao day of attaui^ 
10^ tiio prrate ftr stmwbenies^ wkh his wtf$^ t«o 
(iRiigbtera wad mx AtrnttkaUf the first that had wm 
heea in Iho cMHtry, hi a mxi ^Wtt bjriva hoiat^ 
3Kniei& they poareelTed the bicUaiiSy Ih^y uoteedhila^ 
ly^d toiRarda the town kt die cart; Mn fteneek 
l^hMig^aealedbefeie^aBd tfaeAflMrioait heKiid# 
to; Older ta |^>irt^ d» women, ^ho weie far the 
Siidffie* IiidteiffiightfteAasefioaBtraa inoxtiai)^ 
WwoML Aata&iiVMfldiiigoiit, Mr.Chatiei^hef 
aetaed Um and threw hhaiotof tbeaittdi^of the wo« 
saeHf e^wamSf <^tfSBy shan't get the seali> of mf 
Amsriaok*** Howaaal tfie same, tana s^nck hjr 
l^robsilsy which bvoke faia aau hif as n^niy phM0es^ 
fdwYO tto ^»>w. Hhr i^rik reeeivod a hnUel 
through the middle of her luaid^ ifae^ eUer daagh>* 
ter n^aa shot through tfie sboidder^ iaotmediiileiy 
ahoTO the breast and the youog^er ^as stTuek en 
die foreheiid, hot tiie b^ glaneed aside and' aseiely 
stQomdfaorw Thettom^^Mr.Chaaeimisraiii^eA 
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t ■«» gait, lri» liu m« rdr # |ni td 4iidy y t t WHt =< i M i m 
iin(lMdwoimd8,bm4ihria«Df*w«8 8«i«^ ^ -> 
' Mt. rrimm^am vrtUm 0[ tM iiMmtiiff MMii 
tin, h^jv^bmhlf not hemMkfiaifnimd in tegMl 
10 the nMir of CMtari Omt^i il^eis. Okok^ 
fvfti0^Nilloif«upttfoiAir/ 1ft ft -iiitH»tt 'molf Mi 
*n» tmw teftai:i», mid»»ii»thga<iihitky<i#iiiil)w»> 

pill — ml hai»:pb8igtth»of m fMli«r% ^flkM pii- 
pm,ii |«it*t0d, to mAmim wMr adi^^ 
though the -Spanish OcfvemotwMm0^}»nmdmU 

iiduibitrat8>«int otei imrexjmHi 1» OstiNWfe CSiftH 
wko fWM diM at KkdbBflltte >^Mi ftiiQfcilMftvS 
0H^tof«5tn&aiid i^tofiet^MA Ii«'MMiiM^ 
nandwd hte toco t^ o^pMU^ tiM WKm iimt'^^tf^ 
cHat|)«d«iIitil6:dH8taim»fiM»II^T^^ lf#^itilrt 
iGod^arer ny tiMps, btit wm tb dd mt, to eiM^ -^ 
ftD i^iadt; trtiM it tMl MtidAf ili»id^fialM^ 
Cbork <»MMNlrtlio ytvttrranft «q^ nee&lg the^lb^ 
lttiv^^^ai (he lodtuw^na^ Mstioo^, dief httKli 
if RtMated, lM#kig^ldlMl0dvmty4w«»^o^ n^^&mfi 
tfai^dft>teSp«ldlafd^toAm(his*aif^^ *riiA»#at^ 
deh appearftoee df€rt<mel G^sfffe/tq^irthfi^eMiuf 
«mlm^e«plaht0lli»<im4iiet<rfttreIiidtttM^ llo^to^ 
g^ body of ^R^ttRfots, maldi^ a pr«i0M«cor^' atlttcii; 

rtiotiBhty^lHi^e''l^treR up ttiec amnat l» miAtenty 
and hcrfbte they had loet a. aihgh Mam,; imiiig 
abittied by tfaa pioemoe of a «op€srktf faisai : CM 
fto^acqppoiltkwilitaittMMeL C^ actuaHyoNMM* 
tibe river with his troops, the flight of the Inditni 
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of Ckdenel Cbudc^ beii% at gnriMrdrit^ Mid hm 
mmmvimseYeitywbfiniBLifC9xot^ik^:h^^ At 
(M% €vidmee <tf 4ui^ a diflft timo ftftervaid^ 
• datftdmifiat of ^e hmi^ed «ad 66y mtn, ;«i fiur 

stTOii BoAaiidIHiiiotofiy€(^^ 

wibo iFei6 struck witfi traro? iat Ibo* boidnaMittf <h0 
m$ftffmQf mjmg HmX j£ fo feir ibMd lo ooati 
|fceF<^ would £8^ like dmls.'' . 

; Grama WilUamI{.Ha]|jfl0i^l0iigAnSi» 
Ibe NogetfaiWett Jbdiiilif, ia lui: office 
poon^ry at Wax^ di^od H. Q. Ciiw^njiii, MMch 
Md» ]l8LV«miig aa abia Tiov.of ibe IiMl^.trfkMi 
nnkaa tbo following j^aflnueka on tka dM9aot oi 



^The Maaaoiea have their prind^^l settloiiieala 
^a tbe iMTks of the Wabaah^ thkly nuiea^fitma ton 
WaynafiuML at Mkma^^ewar^ thirty ntfos l<Hy<et 
d^wQ. Abandof tbem^iHideFtbe»ai»eof Wea$9 
have resided on the Wabash, sixty tmim abov^ 
Vino^meei and anotb^ under the I^mle^ on EeA 
nwet^ a branch of the Walmida^ twenty loiles nosUi 
wasted Fort Wayne. By an airtifiee of the Iiiltiie 
Titttfeythsaa three bands were passed on. Genssal 
Wayne as distinct tribes, and an.annuity waa0Wi!' 
tadtoeadL llie £4mr«rMtdWea$bewisver:ta 
this day call tbenaelves Miai3ii0s, and ase rm^* 
niced as Inich by Ae MisiHs^oeway bwd* Th« 
UiwKA^, Maumeesi or Tewickteviei ar^ ^ uH' 
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JtoiMsd' proprictcnrs of sH tfiat bottottfiol'CcnilitfjF 
wUdh ii watemd bjr Hm Wabaah md its tmiiibe«; 
andttwreisasBtttedMblytlitl Aeir ckdm eoctm^ 
Aid at far eaac as the Sekmu They baira no tnfi* 
lioii of iMnoving ftoin any oAbt qtmter of tha 
eoontry; whereas aB the neighborii^ tribes^ tfas 
PiaidDsdnMni^ dDc^esd, who sro A birandi of tfaa 
Miamies, afe e^her JMnites upoti dmn, or hacm 
heehpemiittedtOfietdeittdieirooantry. TheWjr^ 
Mtecs ^ndgimied fimi ttom Lake Oirtarki aod 
snbaeqimidy from lake Huron, the IMawarefl^froaH 
Fennsylvaida and Maryland^ the Shawanta^Ptai 
Georgia^ Ae JQdcap<i0ii and Poia^ittttin^ 
eottncry between late Mkhigtixi and the MUm 
dppi, and die Ottawfts and Ch^pewayS) 66ia ibM 
pentanMlili fonitod by lakes Midi^fan, Hulron and 
8t CUfar,ttdthe strait eottieeting the latter wtt 
Erie. The dasns of the Miamies were bouided 
en the iiumh and west fay thoae of fjm lUinois ^a^ 
fedemcy, consisting originally of fite tribes, called 
Xaskaddas, Cahokms, Peorlans, MidiigaaBa»^ and 
Tetaorias q»eakiiqf ^ Miami langmnge^ and no 
dMl)t brandies of that nation. 

^ WhM I was first appofaited go f e t uor of ladl 
ina Territory, tfiee^ eoce pdwesfol tribes were re 
dbded to aboi]« thirty warriors, of wboatk iweBt|r 
Aire were Ksstaiskiaiitj ftmr B&orians, and lei ittnglfr 
Ifieh^anian. Tbste was an indiirktaal laieiy 
ahv« at 8t Loob, *^o saw fi^ enumeration of 
dmn Hade by die Jesuits in 1745, making the 
Mmber 4f thiir wanrtors feftir tbouMmd. AJtadi^ 
0tts wat iMW^en diem and^ttM %M aid 
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jdii ted St jQfMfrieTV* ISita Kidnfoos ted fizedl 
^mt priatUfmi tiU»go^ at Peeriai 09^^ the Mudi 
bank of ihb niinois rirer, vbilst the Sadcs remaiii* 
^ ^■■eefii!<tf <be ^0iMrty ta die aoith.?^ 

Am tmrmn ia;iida(eb die 9«Qlfii Mid Foxes ol^am- 
^9d ]HMem^0£ dM| SaM» fimsmot lUimiis; wA, 
mfMng ftngthcg faH^ mmj imtenffef oa lecon^ 
i& whi^ bdc4^ €^ Bi»r&em mn^eiv h»ve omnui 
4tt»d eofe^igiij^ Ibe people of ^nore sovrthero re- 
KiofUk Tbd «iiifte»j&9e ebvietts fi» . thie descent of 
-AftSfttdteaBd F^c^ i^on Aeir eovthera neig^ 

bors. They readied a mc^e g^iial cUmate^ a 
MttUrf ^R^MTe t:eiM waa Bi^rr abuatibrnft tbtai in 
Ibe^ fepe» tbey Jj«^ ^behmc^ aiMl i^ whidi thiqr 
eMidy with ffei^eir ftciUty, n&m, their eoni, b^ane 
aiid piHi^pkiiis^ OAer eaueee thap. these . Biigbt 
iiave bed tfle^^ ittliiie^eew IW BUm ooi^Meiaey 
wmf have |0Xf¥«d8ed the deepeat of the Bcmb^ni 
tifb»i4qpef]tthem. Qm this pointy liei^iiant Pike 
m hie tntvela to the wimm of the MiBBianppiy 
has fte felloiHt^ retasrfe 

^^% kBI^ the oslebrated Sauk duel, Pcmdae, 

he IlttMi^ ()9Mam, Kaduskias aid Peorkis, 
- tkiAed a iTMr villi the aUied natimis of the SeaakB 

Mod E^rpards^ which has bec» the cause of the at 
< BAOil esl^ destm9l|iQ& itf the £EN?m€ar natims^^' 

r Jht dffrttv.of PwtiS9 JB^y havf beea die in^ 
^.fm^u^ff, miti^uirtg i^nmk q£ thfi wajUutt-JL jajtuxte 
Ihaa probable that jhe loTO (^ miqi^^st a^ 
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of obCaining a moro fiiiitfbl and g;6niu touih'^^ 
than is to be found upon the riiMre of dte lalm^ 
were the principal Teasons whkh impeUod tiie 
nortiiem confederacy to the «abjug«tkm of tfie 
DlinL 

The principal Tillage of Ifae Sacs imd Fozes^fbrm 
long period of time, iras on tike n<»th ekte of Roo^ 
Tirer, near its junction with tibe Mississi^^ it o(m* 
tained at one time upwards of sixty lodges, and was 
among the largest and most populous Indian viSatf^ 
on the continent The country around it is fertOeand 
picturesque, finely watered, and studded with gro^tss 
and prairies. It is described fn the following gra- 
phic manner, by a gentleman* who travdted ortt 
It in 1829. 

<< The Mississippi, which below its junction wtft 
the Missouri, is a troubled stream^ meanderaig 
through low grounds, and malrgined by muddy 
banks, is here a clear and rapid river, fiowii^ over 
beds of rock and gravel, and bordered by ttie most 
lovely riiores. Nothing of the kind can be more 
attractive, Aan the scenery at tiie upper rapidi. On 
the western shore, a series of slopes are seen, com- 
mencing at the gravelly margin of the watisr, and 
rising oiw above another, witfi a barely pen^ptiUe 
acclivity, for a considerable distance, until tl^ back 
ground is terminated by a chain of beaut^iHy 
rounded hills, over which trees are thinly scattered, 
as if planted to embellish the scene. This is Hm 
singular cliarm of prairie seenery. ^though it is 

II iiii - i ■■ ■-T iA ^. .. n .i t \ ,, ', .1., : ,ii I , I I II iii f ii n ii mt 
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^ft 'wiUeniMty jiist at nturentde i]t, 1^ 
. poty the gractifttlly waymg oatlina of the surfiBioe, 
tfae dumps and groyes and scattered trees^ give it 
-the appeaimieeef a noUe park, boundless in^iZteot, 
and adorned with exquimte taste. It is a wild but 
not a sarage wild, that awes by its ^oom. It is a 
gay and cheerlol wilderness, winning by its social 
fti^ect as well as its variety and intrinsic graceful* 
jMss. The eastern shore is not less beautiful: a 
btead flat plain of rich alluvion, extending from the 
water's edge, is terminated by a range of wooded 
hiUs. A small coUection of the lodges of the 
fiwikies and Foxes stood on this plain when the 
writer last saw it, but tb^ diief village was about 
three miles distant In the front of the landscape, 
and presenting its most prominent feature, is Rock 
Uaad, on the southern point of which, elevated up* 
on a parapet of rodCi is Fort Armstrong. The 
tegion around is healthy and amazingly ftidtfuL 
^rhe grape, the plum, the gooseberry and various 
other native fruits abound^-^the wild honeysuckle 
gives its p^^fiune to the air, and a thousand indige- 
nous flowers mingle their diversified hues with the 
"ferdure of die plain. But all this fertility of soil 
and scenie beauty haa produced no ameliorating 
effect upon the savages. The Sauks of Illinois, 
when first visited by the Frendi missionaries were 
as they are now. They are stUl savages, as much 
so as the Osages^ Comanches and Seminoles, and 
: not superior to the wandering Chippeways.'^ 
_. JChe civil polity o( these two tribes bears mucli 
resemblance to that of the nprth western Ix^ians 
c 2 
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geaeiAfijr* Tbe peace €hiBftar«pai^«iactiTeafid 
pardy hereditary, llie foa ancoeeds the £ilher by 
the assent of 1ti» tribe, if vt»rtliy of the office, asd 
if not, « raceeaaor, of a aocMre mmtmauM c^arttder, 
is chosen by tfafem from aosm eoUttesal bnmch of 
the family; Them is a legend amoiqr item xelating 
to the rdati^ire mnk of their cbiefis, nrfaichi altbough 
pechaps purely .figumtiye, Bay not be nntnleieBting 
to the reader. They say that :a great while f^, 
^ur iiatfaem hada kmg lodge^ in the centre <^ vli^ 
vmm ranged £Bur fires. By Hie first fire stood two 
ehiefs, one on the right, who was called the gceat 
Bear, and one on tibe left, called the little Bear: Ibese 
were tibe viUage or peace chiefe: they wiere the 
mlers of the band, and held the audioisty earmsi* 
ponding to that of the diief magistrate. JdL lbs 
second fire stood two chieft; one «n the right, called 
Ae great Fox, and one on the left, calkad Ihe litlla 
Fox: these wemtiae war diiefii or geni^nds. At the 
child fire stood two warriors, who ^irere called re^ 
spectrrefy the Wolf and the Owl. And at the c^iei 
fire, two others who wem Hob JSagle and the 
TVmoise. Itiese finir last named «rere not oinfiAr 
bm bmyes of distinction, who heUd hossorable plaoep 
in Ae conncH, and wem persons itf infinence in 
peace and in war. This lodge of ilour fires ^nay 
have existed amoc^ ibese tribes. A is true tibait 
dwir dde&iemain as described in Ae leg^. 

llie peace chief or head-man presides m coiHMsDi, 
and all important pnfa& acts mre idone in hie nsmei 
bnt nnless he be ^ w&n of popa^ar titkniA and great 
vcneigy <rf character bis {Aaor confers momitfJbM^ 



y Google 



Hi7 A|ll> vp^ nj»U|Sf^ fl 

tI^poi9^. lift w^ pr ur9i9^i|le pi«,|ij^)i^^ 
be npmiually retaiu his authority, the war chiefs 
actually exercise it It ^ very «^Qm that he ^^ 
qiurq? proi^y, fbf h|9 if expected to ma]ce £^apts 
and preaeuts, aud is couq^qUed tp bp hoqpitahle aud 
liberal as a i»eaus pf siistaiyiing hip ppw^er aoioi^ 
hi^pe9^* 

llie office of war chief if oe^er hereditary, but 
results fiom skill and iutrepidity in battle, wad is 
held so long a^ those quaUti^ are sucpei^ully re^ 
tained* It may readily be cpucQived that among 
supb a race the wt^r chieis, hayvig the braye^ 
aod young men of the nation under their com* 
man^, would generally maintain a controling in- 
flvt^^n^ The leadii^war chief is always b^ 
ter kiK^vra than the principal peace chief, is o|ten 
confounded with him, aiul s^l pfiener exercises 
nis c^uthoiity, 

TheSaukf ^^xejM the i^resent time, divided into 
twelve families, apd the Foxes into eight, each 
known by the name of some ^in^. Among the 
Sauks there is anoth^ division peculiar tp it. The 
n^hlesaire all class^ in two parties or bands-^ona 
catMl Kish-4i^o-guiaf, pr |<mg hairs; the ptW Os}^ 
cushis or braves, the fpirmer being cpnsiderec 
something, more than brave. In 1819 each party 
numbered about four hundred mpmbersy and in 1826, 
the number was increased tp five hundred in each* 
The i^Klard of the Kish-ko-guis or long hairs, is 
red, and tha^ of the Osh^mshis or braves, blue, 
gvery male child, sopn after its birth, is marked 
Wftji, white or black paint, wd is classed in one of 
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two p«fti0ty tbe motfier Mng tamiOL 10-«|»* 
fUj the twx> cobiB alt^natdyy m tbat. if tbe mim^ 
ber of mal^ in a femily be evea, eadi band wriil 
reeeire an equal nombtf of meadmn^ and tfia 
whole nation wiQ thus be noar^ equally divideii 
into the two colots <tf blade and white. Theos 
distinctive marks are permanently retained tfimag^ 
Kfe^ and in painting themselves for any cerammies 
or public occasions, those of one party use whke^ 
the otheis black paint, in addition to oth^ c(4ors 
whi^h may suit tfidr fancy. The reason of this 
singular custom is for the ptirpose of creating and 
keeping alive a spirit of emulation in the tribe. Iii 
their games, rtiam4>attles akid other pastime^ the 
whites and blacks are opposed to each other; and 
in war, eadi party is auctions of brii^g Inmid a 
greater number of scalps ttian &e other. 

The chiefs have the management of puUie 
affitirs, bnt as we have already seen are more or 
less influenced, especially in matters of war or 
peace, by the braves. In their comicils, questions 
are not considered, generally, as decided, unless 
there be unanimity of opimon. Itieir laws are 
£vv and shnple. Debts are but sekhnn contracted 
by them, and there is no mode of enforcing iimt 
collection. For redress of civil injuries, an appeal 
is usually made to some of the old men of the tribe, 
mutually selected by the parties concerned; and 
their decision is considered as binding. A mtuder 
among them is' seldom punished capitally. The re^ 
lattves of the deceased may take revenge in * Aat 
way, but it is much merer common to receive oom 
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Upon tiie anurant of die eoiiq>eD8ation9 the old men 
of the tribe interfere ai^ settle it. The kinsfolk 
ef ti^e deceased say, that by killii^ the nnirderer, it 
will not \akiti the duA to fife, and that it is better 
^ take the customary presentd^ which often amonnt 
ta ralae to a consklerable sum. Oceasiomtlly tt» 
tttirderer arrtoges flie whole matter, by marrymg 
the widow of the man he has killed. There Is 
but one offence that is considered of a national 
character, and that is of rare occnnmce. It con- 
sists in aiding the enemies of the tribe, ki times 
of war, and is pmiishable with death. A sentinel 
who has been placed on dnty by a chief, bnt who 
fiteglects it, is publicly whipped by the women. *n<e 
Sanks and Foxes have no established mode of de- 
daring war. If injured by a neighboring trflbe they 
wait a reasonable time for reparation to be made, 
and if it is not, they avail tfiemselves of the &«t 
fitting opportunity of taking revenge. The young 
fndians manifest, at an early age, a lore of war. 
They hear the old warriors recounting tiiefr exploits, 
lind as the battle-field is the only road to distine- 
tion, they embrace the first chance of killing an 
enemy. When the question of going to war is un- 
der consideration, some one or a nmnber of them, 
undertake to consult the Great Spirit by fasting and 
dreams. These latter are related by them in pub- 
lie, and often have their influence, being^ generally 
so interpreted as to inspire oonfidence in those w1k> 
tnay join the war party. If a party is victorious in 
tiattle, ilra individual who killed the ffann enecnv« 
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backy and on tha wny^ if Ih^f h«!rft 
priionoYs with fhsaXf it is not unconunon to ktU 
those who are <dd. The young ones are (en^nlljr 
adtqpted mto the fiuooilks of snchae haTO lost rela* 
tires m the battle, or vhosa cfaiUsen ha^edMs 
natuiaL death. Upon the zetom of Ibe viclodoiii 
party to their Tillage^ a ilrar danca is held rovnd 
ttieir o^ires by way of oelebralii^ "ttieir trinmpb4^ 
Prisoners are soip^imes held as sWes, and as sudi 
are bought and sold. If .they go to war, wMeb 
they are encowraged to do, and succeed in killing 
one of <|ie enemy, the slave change bis name and 
from that tim^e become a firman, llie Saidcs itn^ 
Foxes treat their jNisapers with humanity, and if 
they suQceed in gettii^ to the village alive, they are 
safe, and their persons are held sacred. But one 
instanee is known <^ itbeir having burned a piasoo* 
er, and that was in a war with ibe Menominie% 
and in retaliation jEbr a similar aet, first committe4 
by that tribe. The young Indians go to war geper- 
ally between the age of seventeen and twenty, but 
sometimcis a^ eady as £fieen. Many of them at 
the age of fiurty imd forty-^five, look old and are , 
broken down in their physical constitution, in con* 
sequence of the hardships whkh they have endured 
in war and the diasp. In old age they are usually 
provided for, and live in peace at their villages. 
When one of tti^n is.sick, and thinks he is about to 
go to the land of spirits, he not unfrequently directs 
the manner in which he wishes tp be buried, fmd 
his instructions are conq^lied with. The Sauks afid 
JE^oxes bury. their dead in the gKp\md, ^nd have pfo. 
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ft r « i eey Ibr pc^rtieuiar piftees of interoMnt? ^X%e 
gmM$ are not dog ta any great depth, and a Iktle 
bark from a tree is made to answer the purpose of 
ft^eoffin. The body » unially cairried to the grave 
hf old urottien^ v/bo howl at intervals, during tfie 
eep»aotiy, most piteously. Be£are cloi^g the 
gra^, one of the Vidians present at th^ ^neral 
nrflt wave a stidc or war-^ub, called <^puc-ca 
^aw^gun/' paying in an au^ble voice, ^ I have 
Uled many men in war, and I give Dieir spirits it 
my dead fidend who Kesh^re, to serve htm as cdaves 
in die other wortdr^' after wftdeh Ihe grave is filled 
Jap mith earth, and in a day or two a rude cabui or 
died is made over it of rough boards c»r bark. If 
the deceased was a brave, a post is ^i^ned at the 
head of the grate, 0a w^dk^, in a rMe manner, the 
ntimiber of ecalp^ and prisoners tie -has taken ia 
war/ is rep!!esent^ by red fminf. Upon the deaA 
t>f an adult, his f^roperty is umiaUy dk^buted 
among his relatives, a^ his widow returns to her 
own family or nearest Idnfo&s. T^e- widow is the 
jMTHic^pcd mourner for ttxe deceased and her grief 
seems to be sincere. Her coui^enance bedomeis 
dejected — she seldom tmiiles-^lothes herself in rags^ 
a»tt with disiheveled hair and spots of black paint 
onher^eeks, wan^ters about in a pensive mood, 
seldom i^iedding tears, except when alone m the 
woods. TTiey generally cease mourning at the 
suggestion of some friend, wash, paint themselves 
red and put on their best <^othes and ornaments. 
<Sk)tae of the Sauks and J'oxes entertain the opimon 
fhkt^tfae spirit of ftcf deceaJsed hovers about-Ae-vir- 
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4i^ Of lodge, for & few dafS, and then takeft Mii 
flight to the land of rqpose. On ita way, tbey.aup« 
poae it passes over an extensiTe praurie, beyond 
which the woods appear like a blue cbiid. Be- 
tween this woodland and tte prairie, there is a deep 
and rapid stream of water, across which there is.a. 
ppte, kept in continual motion by ,the force of the 
current This stream, the qpirit must cross on the 
pole, and if it has belonged to a good person, it wiU 
get over safe and find all its good relations tha-t 
have gone before it. In this woodland, game of aU 
kinds is abundant, and there the. spirits of the gooid 
live in everlasting happinou. If on the contyary, 
the spirit has belonged to a bad or wicked perso&in 
this world, it will faU off the pole into the stream, 
and the current will sweep it down to the land of 
evil spirits, where it will forever r^nain in poverty 
and misery^ There is nothing vcory peculiar in the 
religious opiniona of the Sauks and Foxes, to dis- 
tinguish them from the aborigines of this country, 
generally* They believe in one Great and Good 
Spirit, who controls and governs all things, aod iu 
.mpematural agents who are permitted to interfere 
in their concems. They are of opinion that there 
IS also a bad qpirit, subordinate, however, to the 
great Mamto, who is permitted to annoy and per- 
plex the Indians, by means of bad medicines^ by 
poisonous reptiles, and by killing thei^ horses and 
sinking their canoes. All their misfortunes are syu 
tributed to the influence of this bad spirit, bu^ they 
have some vague idea that it is in part p^rnutt9d 
^ a punishmwt for their bad de^ds. TUe^ attire 
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*fitete in ghosts, and when they fancy that they 
have seen one, the Mends of the deceased give a 
feast and hang np some clothing as an offering to 
J9ippease the troubled spirit 86 far as ttie ceremo- 
nisils are concerned, ike Sauks and Foxes may be 
called a religious people. TTiey rarely pate any 
extraordinary care, rock, hill or other object, with 
oat leaving behind them some tobacco for the use 
of the spirit who they suppose lives there. They 
have some kind of prayers, consisting of words 
which they sing over in the evening and at sun* 
rise in the morning. 

' Their tradition in regard to the creation of the 
world, tiie deluge and the re-peopling of the earth, 
is a singular mixture of truth and fiction. If an- 
terior in its origin, to the arrival of the whites on 
this ccmtinent, it presents matter of curious specula- 
tion. The fbllowing account of it, entitled the Cos- 
mogony of the Saukee atid Musquakee Indians, 
IS taken from Doctor GaOand's Chronicles of the 
Noiih American Savages. 

"In the beginning the Gods created every living 
being which was intended to have Ufe ttpon the 
face of the whole eartfi; and then were formed eve- 
ry species of living animal. After this the gods also 
formed man, whom they perceived to be both cruet 
and foolish: they then put nito man the heart of the 
best beast they had created; but they beheld that 
faah still continued cruel and foolish. After this it 
catne to pass that the Almighty took a piece of 
hhnMlf, of which he made a heart for the toBh; 
»!Dd when the man ridceitred it, he hnmedi&lbly 
D 
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bccaois "wim above er^rj other sufnal on Hm 
earth, 

''And itrCftme top«8ft in the prooeas of imicfa time, 
that the eavth pieiuoed itii first ftnite inabimdaooe, 
and aU tbeliviagbeaets were gieatlymttkiplML Tbo 
eaitb abom this time, was also inhalMled by an iitilii«* 
merable host <Hri-am«woi(giaBta) and god& Aikilbe 
gods whose halHtatioiik undef the asas, nMe w«f 
upon We-snk-Jcahi (the chief gdd Upon Ifaa earfh) 
and leiigued themsebres with tfao I-anMrDi upon 
the earthy against him. NeTerthetess, th^> were 
still afraid of We-suk-kah and his immense host of 
gods; therefore they teUed a council upon the 
earth; and when they were ass^oobled upon the 
earth) at the eouneil, both the I-am-woi and the 
gods from under the seas, after nrach debate, and 
long consultation, they resolved to make a grsat' 
fBast upon the earth, and to invite We-suk-kah, thiit 
they mi^t thus bepiile him, and ai th^ feast ky 
hands up<m hun and slay fainh 

" And when thcf council had app<Mlited a delsr 
gate to visit We^uk-kah, and eotnslahded Intti to 
invite We^mk-ki^ to the gre^ ftast, Whidi they 
were preparing upon the eardi fer him; b^K^d, tl»l 
younger lMX>ther of We-suk-kah, was in A* midsl 
of the coundi, and bek^ confiiBed iti the wfable as-( 
sembiy, they said unto him, ^ Where is thy brother 
We-suk-kah.'^ And he answering said imto theni 
^ I know not; am I my brothels keeper?^ And 
the coimcil perceiving that all ibsk devices were 
known unto hun, they wsfe sordy vexed; tii^re^- 
forei^ with one a^^rdf the tthokr assembly anshsd 
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^i^lentty opmi hinr.atid dew faim: aind tbas iviui 
i&UH t!ie younger brdthef of We^suk^OLh. 

^aovr when We^snk-kilh lad beard ct thf 
dettth of his youngs brotfier, he wov extremely 
•orrowM and we^ aloud; and tfie godawbo«i5 hab« 
tt8itk>n»axe abovd the cioixdM, h^ard di^ ytmb of faa 
|»»iepiiidon«y dnd they leagcbsd with Ubol to tuvenf^ 
$i^ btood of his brother^ At this tone die tower 
^ods had lied firom dttr &ce of the earth, i» their 
#wn habitations imder the ieas^ and tte I-«iii'.wol 
were thus forsaken, and left akme to defend theln* 
selves agamst We-suk-^kah aiid his allies. 

« Now the scene of battioj where We^«t&4tah 
and his allies fought die I-am^woi, was in a fiame of 
finf; and the whole race of the I-am*woi wem de^ 
gfaroyed with a great daughter, that th^e was not 
on« left upbn the face of fhii whole earfiu And 
wh^ ^ gods under die sea, knew the dxtadful 
&te of their allies, the I-am-woi, whom &ey had 
deserted, diey were sore afrakl and Aey cried aloud 
to Na-nam-a-kdh (god of diunder) to conie to their 
assistance. And Na-nam-a^efa heard their cry and 
accepted their request, and sent his subs^m, No- 
tah-tes-se-ah, (god of thfe wind) to Pa^poan'«4esHM 
ah, (god of die cold) to invite faint to come with all 
Ins dreadful host of frosty snoir, hail, ic6 and norths 
wind, to their relief. When this de^ojring army 
came from the nordi, diey iamote the whole, eaith 
widi frost, oonv'^Nrting the waters of etery river^ 
iiJce^ and sea into solid masses t>f ice^ and cording 
(be whole eardi with an immense dieet of snow 
and had* Thua p^ridied all the fiirdt hdiafctlaiili 
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of the ear(h hoth men, beasts and gods, except m 
few choice ones of each kuul, which We-suk-kah 
pieserred with himself npon the earth. 

<<Axk[ again it came to pass in the proce^ of a 
long time, that the gods under the sea come forth 
again, upon the earth; and when they saw We-sufc- 
kah, that be was almost alone on the earth, they 
rejoiced in assurance 6f being able to destroy him. 
But when they had exhausted erery scheme, at- 
tempted every plan, and executed every effort to ik> 
effect, perceiving that all their councils and designs 
were well known to We-«uk.kah as soon as they 
were formed, they became mad with despair, and 
resolved to destroy We-euk-kah, by spoilit^ forever 
the whole face of the earth, which they so much 
desired to inhabit To this end, therefore, they re* 
tired to their former habitations under the sea and 
intreated Na-nam-a-keh (the god of thunder) to 
drown Ae vfhole earth with a flood. 

^And Na-nam4ukeh again hearkened to their 
tnesj and calling all the clouds to gather themselves 
together, they obe3red his voice and caxne; and 
when all die clouds were assembled, he comman 
ded them and they poured down water upon the 
earth, a tremendous torrent, until the whole surface 
of the earth, even the tops of the highest moun^ 
tains were covered with water. But it came to 
pass, when We.«uk-kah saw the water coming up* 
on the earth, he took some air, and made an o*pe9* 
quie, (vessel, boat or shell) and getting into it him* 
sel, he took with him all sorts of living beasts, anA 
asan; imd when the waters rose upon the eardi tii# 
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>o-p^s^9ate tras lifted up A^ flMtod tipod' Ham tw* 
&icey nmU the tops of th« Ugfaftst momnUinM vere 
^ocyir^ed witfi the flood. Ai^d when the o^^espqoie 
tad veoiftiiied for a kmg tune upoA the stnfree of 
' ^ flood, We^euk'kah caMed ope of the animaliy 
which was vith him in tbe o^Mis-qnie^ and oom- 
maaded ft to go d&vrn through the water to die 
'^earthy to biing from thenee some eardi; and after 
many repeated effi>rts and with great dlflkultf, 
the anin)al at Imgtfi retumed^briaging in its month, 
some eanfaf of which, whe«i WonsrukJcah had teeei- 
▼ed it, he formed this earth, and spread it feitfa 
-tipon ibe ^r&ce of the water; and went fytAi 
himself and aB that were witti likn in tiie o-pM* 
qute, and oe^ipled the drf land.^ 

IiX the social Cft fkmity relationa of the flaidca and 
Foies, it Is cooittd^ed die duty of tfie men to himt 
and diothe their wives and chitdren-^o purefetase 
arm0 ssid the imptemento of husbai^try so fiur as 
Aey use thmi~to nmke canoes and asstii^^ in vM^ 
ing them-^-4o hunt aiid dtim their horsey make 
saddles, tit. ttc The dntiee of the wmnen, are to 
akin the game when brought home and prepiM Ato 
Aldns ior market, to cook, to make the <sunp, cut 
and carry wood, make mcK^easins, plant and gathd^ 
'lUeisom, beans and pumpkiiis, and do all ttie ^bnd- 
g^y connected with the domestic afbint It is the 
commonly received o|»nion among ^ whites tluu 
the female Indians are the slaves of tfieir hurilkmdl. 
Thte is not literally true. The men seldom n^dn 
4heir wives feel their authority: as a general ntfs 
lunofig the Sauks and F<NKe*, th«y BtelMq^ttf l# 
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bmbaadt, ymj foquently, and it is eonMnred iif 
botfi paities that erery thing ia the fiunily i eBoq»t 
tiie war and hnntii^ impieaients, belottga ^ tte 
vtfis, and flhe may do with it aa die pleases. The 
flseo may each have two orthree, or even ttioie 
wires. They genemlly piefer to tate sisisBs^ as 
they agiee b^ter together in the same lodge: ik» 
.eldest nsuaUy regulates aH the domestic affaimof 
tlie fiumLy and hae charge of the property brioi^ 
.ing to it The anen t»m oS their wives and Ifae 
latter leare their husbands whenerwr they beceBOB 
4ii e ou » M iled, While living together^ the weaoeiD 
-an generally fidtMol' to their hisd>aads. Tke 
daughters aeldom learv^ their melh»8 imcjl dwy 
we nteurriedy whieh osnally ooeors when ttey are 
lAbootfouneea or fifteen years of agei. Thepaamii 
of an Indian girl are generally conciliated by piea. 
^mtalhMB her lover, but Ihey may insist upon seiH> 
mde ih>m Um, whk^ sometimes runs thmnghont 
4a09f two or ttnree year& There is no paiticnisr 
jnarriage eersmeny among them, beyond dml of 
the eantfact between the parents or paities. A 
lyoung Sank lover is represented as a silly looktog 
^jfottow, who can neidier eat, drink or s teep h ea;^ 
pears to be demised, and with iJl the pains ha 
lakes fi} conceal his pMsion, his malady iasiill^ip. 
^patent to bis friends. The faithfulness of this sketch, 
will hardly bo ^esUoned, when the close analogy 
which, it bearp to a paie^-fitced lover^ is leeaHed to 
mind. The Sauks^and Foxes, whmpindied with 
hu^gerrWiU eat almost any kind <>f meat, bnH pta 
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lilt fmMm uiii-bear^gmefctto a&otfur; lhey*]ier«r 

HneatitvUeaB eoekecU Tbef makermiMlt use irftxmi^ 

hwttBiEnd pnmpirigff, andiuinaaUy imUe ocnnideiBbb 

^quaatitieft. They as9 not fond of SA and sddma 

itfot tbfloi if &ey can procure other kuidi of food. ' 

n Tteareare hut three kinAi of awaictthistoiiiiiiMti 

iHsedramon; &dse tx&es. The dram, whidiiabeiA 

^i^ ibeit feasts, ihuiees aad games, the tambonrio, 

Ifendalmiditf flageolet, made of cane ogr twopieoeB 

«£ soft -vrood hc^wed out and fiststened togfethmr 

rodth Mripe of leather. 1%^ tuaes are ahrajra <mk 

4al key ^ haire bt^ lev vaiialioiis asfid aie mostly of 

Hk^flMkmdiQly diameter. Aecording^ lo Mr. ^A^ 

crater, vfbo Tinted those zeaidiBg near BodcIda&A, 

tm l&^9 the Saes and Foxes have ^ tanes e^idemlf 

«f Freodi or%ixi,^afid some songs of ocmsidmmble 

.Je»l^.? ^ Tbase Indians hare among diCTi, what 

aorvrfis to the Itelian Imimmsalmi vho mahe 

aongft lor partioidar ooeaoons." Hie same wzitBar 

«ay8, ^Hbd Sauks and F<^es hare a oonnctosabb 

•mxd»er of songs, smted to a f^reat' nttsy oeeasms 

jasi Aeir omi hmgiM^.'' He foittieradd^^ Among 

ifiie IndiMs of the Upp^ MissJasif^thoSanks mid 

#eaiasare deeide^y tiie best aetbis, and hare ^tib 

g«0aiest rarie^ of: i^ys among tiiem.*^ In oona- 

S»fm vith the Indian trib« g^nemUy, thay have a 

n^iety of athtetie games, in which bodi Ae men 

und uromen join. They ard addieted 4o eards and 

iMhm^ games of dbanee, and often bet very hi«|h« - 

^ T#tK)hing the condkidn ^f these ttSbes in 1600, 

jUeirtmas^ Pike, in his tm^els to &e sources of the 

M^smsppi, says, ^ Hie first natbn of 
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9ttUyTMideiB«mrTiBftg«L IVb fint at tl» hM*' 
^th6n|4iidM MofmsyOtothe wwtriMTftyOoateiB 
ing Olrtem lodges* The seeond on a praMe on Atr 
•ait riiofe about aixtjr mSm above. The ttiifd o» 
Hm lirer De Soofao [Rode iS^er] aboat dirae nlilee^ 
ftom the entranee, aad tlie httt on the rivar Iowa. 
Th07 tanat on dw MiMiesiiqii and ite oooAneM 
atteanv from the BUnde to the rhrer Sea lofwmf 
and <m the pkins vest of them ^ddch bofder* ib» 
MtmmipfL Thejr ^aze ao peifeedy conaolidatsdt 
irith die Reynarda (the Foxes) that tbejr oitt 
4care^ be termed a distinct nation; bot leoei^ 
Aare appeaia to be a aohism b^wteen tfie twonn^ 
' tions: tiie kttarnot afqnrovmg of die insolence airf 
ilUwflly iflddi has mariced the conduct of tfie ftontt 
tEywaida tfto United SCMeSy on many iate oeoai^ 
lenoes. Thejr have for many years past made wa> 
(imdertiie ata9>icesofths8iou)on the Sanleans^ 
Osages and Missonries; but asieeeittly a peace baa 
been (teongh the infiuence of the Tailed States) 
asada between thttn and tfie nations of the Minenr^ 
and by fte same nieans between the Sioiiit ani 
Ae Santeanx (their jHrhicipal allies) it appeals li 
wonldliebynonisanaadiacnlt matter to hkhiea 
tfiem to make a gienoal peace, and pay stBl greaier 
^tentkMH to the enkiyation of the earth: as dMif 
now raise a oonsiderabte quantity of ecMm, beani 
and mdons. Thecharactor miAdtk they bear with 
Iheif savage bretteen, is, that they are moefa aiore 
to be dreaded for their deceit and hicfiaailioa M 
a tratagM tt, than for open ooasage* 
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r^HHto^ JbyMcd* Midt m tfaiM irflhifiiii Tim 
IkaA-cmibmwmi aide o£ tbo Miarin^fn six naiat 
nb9v» Hm xBfUa of tho librar ito HocIm^ Tht 
«oeMQ4 about twelve milea in the zear of Iba lead 
4ikiflat and tiM thixd on Twkef liT^^Jbalf a leago* 
4Mittitawt{aiiee. Thejr aie engagad m tbe aasae 
mwnh^madh»:we the aaafiia aHiaooes aa Ibe SaiilG% 
rMlbwhomtiiejriimatbaomaideiedas mcliaanliiMa 
lA wm and peaee. Thoy bunt on hoih aidea <^ tba 
Wm rnf^, ilcHaa the riv«r Iowa (below Uie j^ra&ria 
4aa Clikm) to a riTor oftbi^ name, above aaii 
linage. llieymaeagr^ttqaaBlitjrofeoii^baani 
aii4 makHBas the fytmtt of those artkdea m mguh 
q^iatilieaj ea aeH laaRy hmdied taaMa pei^ aiw 

At tfwp^Eiod, X909, aceoi4ifig to Lietito^^ 
iba toud nambef of aoidf ia the Sank aaliM waa 
l$«D»af whom 1400 were ^^Idtea, aevm bi»dred 
ff4, fifty womeiii and aevw hundred wanioia, 
TJipy fealdad m tib^ir T^^egea and had about aevaii 
hmdioad stand of ampa Tbm jtrade waa prjmi* 
mUy in deer aldas, with soma bear and alewottai^ 
beaver and raccoon skins. The total numbfri^fi 
lbe»I^i«a ;^ii^is I7M, of wham^bl hwdrad and 
1^ were ebUdi»% five hwdied w<m#n and feuf 
ll«pdredwarn(^r%with abrat iimr hiuified alan4 
^ wm. Thehr iwiib^ of viUegea and their Irada 
bmg the same wkh the Sauka 
. Sem^ fitfthar k^nas <tf infonyiation atNMH tbept 
ll^jbef may bc^ gleaned from the atatiati^ view ofr 
1t» Indian nations fumi4ied by Lewis and GUA*^ 
fixpedition* . It is thei^ staled thfft t^ Sa^l^^ ai 
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m^paUf in two Tfflages, have about five kuiidff i i 
warriois and 2000 souls in the tribe, were at WM 
wi&L the (hajge, CSiippefway and Siemx. The Vof» 
at or Ot4ar'^ar-me, in the Saukee language, BUttti 
ber not tnoie than 130a soob^ and aboc^ Huee ham 
died warriors. These nations, the Sauks and Pd:i& 
es,sa3r8 Mr. Lewis, are so perfeotlf eonsc^fedatei 
diat diey may in fiK^t be considered m one aatioi 
only: << they are extremely friendly to the wiiitiii 
and seldom injcrm their traders; but they are Ibi 
fftost im;placable ^lemies to the ImKan nations vAA 
wlK>m they are at war; to them is justly attribiMt 
the almost eaike descmetion of the Missouries^ ttis 
nimois, the Cahokias, Kadoiskias, and Fec»nas.^' ^ 

In ises, the Seetetary at War, esthnated ttie en 
tire number of Sacs and Foxes at 4,600 sotds, iHt 
ki isse, die wanriors were suiq>osed to amount td 
between twelve and fourteen hundred. Sup|K>finf 
dkese estimates to approximate the truth, it appears 
diat during the twenty years between 1805 Mil 
1S25, these tribes had mereased very eoissiderablf 
in numb^fs. ' ' 

The traders generally and those wh6 hare had m6fl^ 
in^roourse with tfie Sauks and Foxes, spesk '^ 
tiem as honest in their dealings, and feel d^ 
iQEnOng them, seldom locking their doors by day w 
night, and allowing them iree ingress to thmt storea 
and houses. Their reputation for courage, it ap^ 
pears, does not stand quite so &ir. Lieutenafift 
Vise speaks of them as being more dreacted Vf 
feeu^ satage b^thren for «their deceit and iniSirijL 
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Mt^or Thmoas Fmiythy }ato V. & «geiit aHnong the 
JM0S wd FoxeSy calls them a d^JltfMrdly and cow-> 
jOfiUj set of IndiaM. The corracUiess of these 
ciMUi^s may be questioiied. Mr. Sdioolaraft, ia 
lyfrylring of the Foxes says, ^tbe bisU^of iheur mn 
gjr^ons and wars, riiows them to bare bemi a rosl- 
|p8s and qurited people, erratic m their di^oakumi, 
k^vmg a great contempt fi>r agrioitlliife, and a pre* 
dOPftiwnt passion for war.'' He. adds, <<they still 
Iff^m their aDcient character, a^d axe censtaBtly 
fimbroiled in wajs and disputes with their ndg^ 
jbiOi?, &e results of which show, that they have 
jm^pe courage in bat^ than wisdom In coimeil.'* 
In a. report of the war department to the I^resi. 
danty made by the secretary Mr. Cass, in 1638, the 
lifies and Foxes are q>oken of as being distb^poMi* 
ed for their ^daring spirit of adv^itore and £9r 
Ibeir natural courage.'' 

The truth appears to be, that ihe Sacs and Foxes 
jpught their way from the waters of the St. Law* 
fmce to Green Bay, and after reaching that place, 
not only sustained themselves against hostile, tribes, 
but were among the most active and courageous in 
the subjugation or rather extermination of the nu« 
merous and powerful lUini confederacy. They 
have had many wars, offensive and defeni^ve, wiUi 
the Sioux, the Pawnees, the Osages and other 
tribes, some of whom are ranked among the most 
£erce and ferocious warriors on the continent; and, 
^ does not appear, that in these conflicts, running 
jfloough a long period of years, they were found 
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vanttiig in ftisr greatest of ntTage Tfrtues. In thb 
late war with Oreat Britain, a party ttem the Sacs 
and Foxes, fought tinder Ae British standard as a 
matter of du^cef and in tfie reeent contest b^ 
iween a fragment of these tribes and the UnitM 
tBtales, although defeated and literally cot to piddss 
by an orerwhehning finroe, it is very queslioni^de 
' wheAnsr their repiMation as bmves, would suffer by 
a eomparfson wkh lliat of tlieir yictorsu It is be- 
lieved that a careful review of their history, 
(hMn the period when ttiey finrt establiriied therd- 
-selves <m the waters of tbe Mississippi, down tb 
the pussent time, will lead the inquirer to the cotr* 
'elusion, tlu^ the Saea and Foxes are truly a couriu 
^eous people, shrewd, poliHe, and enterprising, wi^ 
not more of ferocity and treadiery of character, 
than is common among the tribes by whom tfMv 
are surrounded. 
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CHAPTER n- 

fttntfyuMklht SiU tiid Fos Ihdiiuit itf 1789--4rMt^ tnd Njiaji «f ' 
, iMd to tfa* United States^atSt. Loait in |8M*^Bbck Hawk's t> 
comt of this tre«tj*-£rectron of Fort Madison«^Th« l^tiiK ex- 
cite dM See Mid f oic ladiMis to iMke wmt apo»te Uaitod Stotot - A > 
per^ mdcr Blttk Hawk joia to« Bntiab ctitidflrd in iai>-^Tr^ M . 
, Porttfi^ jof Sio«( M ldl5— TreMj ofpeace with Black Hawk an^ hi« 
IkMid at inaa ^acc in 1816-*Trcatjp fer part^tketr laad« in MitoMfi ' 
IP lft4-^Tr«%lj nf Prairie d^Chieeeie 1835-^m«^ ft^r Ike 9ihh^ 
«ral re^ioa in 1829— Treaty of peace ia 1832, after the ■* Black* 
Haw^ war^'-'-Freaeetvetiieiice of the Sacaadd^ Foxes. ^ 

The first treaty Bttvreen Ifie tTnited Steteii aarf' 
tbe Sacs^ was made at Fort Harmar, on the Mm*^ 
kingum river, on the 9th of January 1789. It was 
obnoludi^ by Arthur St. Clair, govemor* 6t (he 
JTerritory north west <Jf the Ohio, en the part of' 
the IJmted States, and the sacheins and i^arriors ot 
the tJbippeway, Ottawa, Fottawataikiie, Delawate,* 
Wyandotte and Sac tribes of Iii^afts. The otjeee* 
of this treaty seems to havo been the eonfinnn^on 
^ former treaties and the adjt)Mtmeftt of bounded' 
Unes of previous cessions cf iatd. Bf tke #ydr • 
temdi allele of" tMstresty^ it H ffufvMti^ tbe^ the" 
United States, «do also rec^v^ hiio their Mend^A^^ 
and protection, the nations of the Pottawatan^^: 
Md S)Blc«; iiiid do^ herel^ eM£b^ a leagub ef ]^^^ 
atttf amity between liieitf iei^^eetii^; mi '«n^ O^- 
attidcto iif Ofo tremy, m far a»r thiy apply td -tlUiie' 
wtions, are lo b« tio]tsidflr#d M mide Atti taMv^ 
ded, in all and every ptirt, expfe^ wMk 4icMi 
Md e*ch df thttan.** 
On 4h^ 27fSkctJwm tM4, «m PidAScA%-i4»} 
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to make a treaty with the Sacs, and obiam, if pioe. 
sible^ cessions of land on both sides of the Illinois 
nYCTf and to give them, in Uen thereof, an anniilal 
compensation. In Norember following, Governor 
Harrison concluded a treaty with the Sacs aHl 
Foxes, under his instructions. As this treaty has for- 
med the basis of all the subsequent ones made wMi 
these tribes, and as its validity, has been disputed 
by some of the Sac nation, it is deemed expedient, to 
eopy it entire, in this place, more especially as if 
will be matter of frequent reference in the subae 
quent pages of this work. j^ 

** Articles of a treaty, made at Saint Louis, hi 
the district of Louisiana, between William Henvy 
Harrison, governor of the Indiana Territory find of 
the district of Louimana, superintendent of Indian 
affairs for the said territory and district, and comoiis- 
lioner plenipotentiary of the United States, for eoa* 
eluding any treaty, or treaties which may be found 
necessary with any of the north western tribes of 
Indians^ of the one part; and the chieft and head 
men of the united Sao and Fox tribes of the oilier 
part 

Article 1. The United States reoeive the- united 
Sac and Fox tribes into th^ frienddiip and proteo*- 
tion; and the said tribes agree to consider ihtm^ 
selves und^ the protection of the United .Stalaa, 
and of no other power whatsoever. 

Art. 2. The general boundary^lme between tha. 
and^ of the United Stales and of the said Indian 
tribes shall, ba fmkUffw^ ?i>» Jftngianii^at ca pcjjlt 
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^mtbfi MkMnri riTer/opposite to ibe mornib, of tbo 
- €Ra8conade river; dienoey in a direct course so as 
to strike Ae river Jefireon^al the distance of thirty 
Boiles firom its month, and doirn the said Jeffiaeon 
io the Mississippi; thence, up the Mississif^ to the 
XDouth of the Ouisconsin riyer, and up the same to 
a point which shall be thirty-six miles, in a direct 
line firom the mouth of said river; thence, by a 
direct line to a pomt where the Fox river (a branch 
of the lUinoifi) leaves the smaU lake called Sakat* 
ffo^l thence down the Fox river to the Illinois rivei^ 
and down the same to the MisaisdppL And the 
said tribes, fof and in coi»ideration of the friend*, 
diipand protection of the Umted States, whidi is 
aow extended to th^n, of the goods (to the value 
of two thousand, two hundred and thirty-foOT4ol<» 
tars and My cents) whidi are now delivered, am 
Iff the aimuity hereinafter stipulated to be paid,* do 
befeby cede and relinquirfi fcnrever, to tfie United 
States, all . the lands induded wMbdn the above de- 
ecribed boundary. 

Art 3. In consfideration of the cesskm and relin* 

^pushment of land made in the preceding artide, 

the United States will deliver to the said tribes, at 

die town of St Louis, or somie other convenient 

place on the Missisrippi, yearly and every year, 

goods suited to the circumstances of the Indians, 

of the value of one thousand ddlars (six hundred 

of which are intended for the Sacs, and four hun* 

^^ed for the Foxes,) reckoning that value at the first 

jO^<tf the goods inthec|tyor place fai the United 

^ JM^8> vheie tb^ shjtU be procuied.^ And if the 
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said ftnbatthall bereaAer, at an amml dMnrerf ef 
the gooda aforesaid, desire dial a pact of their ah* 
mtitjr dMndd be fumiflfaed m domestic anifiwls^ inn 
plements of hu sb andry^ and other utensils, ooiiTeni* 
cat for them, the same shall at the snbaequent annual 
delirerjr, be fomished aceoidtngly. 

Art. 4L The United States will nerer interrupt 
the said tribes^Jn the possessiQii of die lands which 
theyrightfulljrclaim; butxrill on tbecontiaryy protect 
them in the quiet en|oymBnt of the same, agsdnst 
their own dliaens, and against all other white per« 
sons, who may intrude upon tiiem. And die said 
tribes do hereby engage, that they wiU nerer sell 
tneir land, or any part thereof^ to any soi^ereigii 
power but Ae United Stales; nor to the citizens <« 
sulyects of any oth^ soyereign pow^, met to tho 
cttizelis of the United States. 

Art 5. Lest the firiendriiip wbidi is now estab^ 
hshed between the United States and the saki 
Indian tribes, AoUld be interrupted by the mis^ 
conduct of individuals, it is hereby agreed, tfiat fot 
injuries done by individuals, no private revenge or 
retaliation rimll take place; but, instead tfa^reoi^ 
oompbint iball be made by the party injmred to die 
other; by the said tribes, or either oi tiiem, to 
the superintendent of Indkm affairs, or one of 
his deputies; and by the superintendent,, or other 
perscm appointed by the President, to the diieft of 
the said tribes* . And it shall be the duty of the said 
efaieis, upon compkint being made, as aforesaid, to 
d^ver up the person, or persona, against white tho 
ean^lautt is made, to the end that he,i3£ tfiey^msy 




y Google 



SAC Attn vox mmiAinu M 

kc punished agreeably to tho laws of the state or 
tenritory where the, offence nmyihave been com- 
mitteil Andy in like manner, if any robbery, rio** 
lence or murder shall be committed on any Indian, 
^or Indians, belonging to the said tribes, ot either of 
tliem, the person or persons so offending, shall be 
tned, and if found guilty^ punisfaed, in like mani^r 
as if the injury bad been done to a white man. And 
it is further agreed, that the chiefs of the said tribes 
ilhally to the utmost of their power^ exert themselrea 
to recover horses, or other property which may be 
stolen frcMn any cUizen or citizens of the United 
States by any individual or individuals of their 
tribes. And die property so recovered, diall be 
'forthwith delivered to the superintendent, or other 
person authorized to receive it, that it may be re- 
stored to the proper owner. And in cases where 
the exertions of ibe chiefs shall be ineffectual in 
recovering Ithe property stolen, as aforesaid, if suf- 
ficient proof can be obtained, that sudi prc^rty was 
actually stolen by any Indian, or Indians, belong- 
ing to the said trib^i or either of them, the United 
States may deduct from the annuity of the said 
tribes, a sum equal to the value of the property 
which was stolen. And the United States hereby 
j^ranty to any Indian or Indiana, of the said tribes, 
a full indemnification for any horses, or other pro- 
pcrty, which may be stolen from them, by any of theii' 
citizens: Provided^ that the property so stolen can- 
not be recovered, and that sufficient proof is pro^ 
duced that it was actually stolen by a citizen of the 
Unitod States* 

X 2 
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Art 6. If any citizen of the United States, or 
ftny other white person, should form a ^settlements 
upon the lands xrhich are the property of the Sae 
and Fox tribes, upon complaint being made there* 
of, io the Superintendent, or other person having 
charge of the afBaiirs of the Indians, such intruder 
shall forthwith be removed. 

Art 7. As long as the lands which are now 
ceded to the United States remain thdr property, tfie 
Indians belonging to the said tribes shall enjoy the 
privilege of living and hunting upon them. 

Art. 8. As the laws of the United States regula- 
ting trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, 
are already extended to the coimtry inhabited by 
tlie Sacs and Poxes, and as it is provided by those 
laws, that no person shall reside, as a trader, in the 
Indian country, without a licence under the hand 
and seal of the Superintendent of Indian afiairs, or 
other person appointed for the purpose by the Pre- 
sident, the said tribes do promise and agree, that 
they will not suffer any trader to reside among 
them, without such licence, and that they will, from 
time to time, give notice to the Superintendent, or 
to the agent for their tribes, of all the traders that 
may be in their country. 

Art 9. In order to put a stop to the abuses and 
impositions which are practised upon the said tribes, 
by the private traders, the United States will, at a 
convenient time, establish a trading house, or fac- 
tory, where the individuals of the said tribes can be 
supplied with gx>ds at a more reasonable rate/ 
than they have been accustomed to procmie 'them. 
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ML 10. In <»der to eriaee tiie mncerity of HhuBt 
friendship and affection for the United States, and 
a respectful deference for their advice, by an ad 
witich win not <mly be acceptable to them, but to 
the common fiither of all the nations of the earth, 
the said tribes do, hereby, promise and agree that 
r they will put an end to the bloody war whidi has 
/ heretofore raged between their tribe and the Great 
and Litde Osages. And for the purpose of burying 
the tomahawk, and renewing the friendly inter- 
course between themselres and the Osages, a meet- 
ing of their respectiye chiefs shall take place, at 
which, under the direction of the above named 
commissioner, or the agent of Indian affiiirs residing 
at St Louis, an adjustment at all dieir diflferenoes 
shall be made, and peace establidied upon a firm 
and lasting basis. 

Art. 11. As it is probable that the goveminent 
of the United States will establish a military post 
at, or near the mouth of the Ouisconsin river, and 
as the land on the lower mde of tfie river may not 
be suitable for that purpose, the said tribes hereby 
agree, that a fort may be built, either on the upper 
side of the Ouisconsin, or on the right bank of the 
Mississippi, as the one or the other may be found 
most convenient; and a tract of land not exceeding 
two miles square, i^all be given for that purpose; 
and the said tribes do fhrther agree, that they will 
at all times, allow to traders and other persons 
travelling through their country, under die author- 
ity of the United States, a free and safe passage for 
themselves and their property of every deseription; 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



^ 



U9M M 9M0K m^mm^ 



ftud tlial tot mdi paangf, Hmf iball at no tape, 
and on DO aeoount whatever, be subject to apy leC 
or exdeCtiofL 

Art. U. Thin tieatjr ihall take effect and be oU 
ligatory on the contractkig parties, at sooiLae the 
lame aliall be ratified by the F^esideoly by and 
with the adviee and coiuient of the Swate of the 
Vnmd Statea 

la testimony whereof, the said WUliam Henry 
Harrison, aitd the ehiefii and h^^ men of said Sac 
and Fox tribes, hare hereunto set their hands and 
aflixcd Ifaeir seals. Done at St Zjouis, in the dis- 
trict of Louinana, on the third day of November, 
one tliousand, eight htmdred and four, and of the 
independence of the United States the twenty.4nnth. 
Additional article* 
It IB agreed that nothing in this treaty contained 
shall affect thedaim ot any individual or individuals, 
who may have obtained grai^ of land fiom tha 
Spanish government, and which are not included 
within the general boundary line, laid down in this 
treaty : Pnmidmlj that such grant have at any time 
been made known to the said tribes and recogniaed 
by them. 

William HsKar Habbison. I#. S. 

Lavowvois, or Laijniva, his M mark. L. SL 

PA5HBPAHO, or the Stabber, liis X mark. L. S. 

QuASH()trAME,or jumpmgfish,his Xmark. LbS. 

OoTOH£()UAHA, or suu fi^, bis X mark. L. S» 
A ^ HASHaQUABHicitJA, or the bear,his X mark. L.Sw 
tn presence of 
William Pruiee,Seisretary to th# Commissictter 
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Tcacritojqr. 
J. Bruff, Maj. Art'y* U. & 
Amos Stoddard, Capt ccffps of AHBkackti, 
. R Gboteaui Ageptde la h«ule l4>iunaiia. wm U» 

didpanaiem «i9Tf^^ 
Ch. Gratiot. 
Aug« Chotenu* 
Vigo. 

IX D^lauoay. 

Joseph Barr<m» > 9W0m 

H'poUteBaIeii,hi8ixoiArk« ^ Intorfmteri. 

On ih» dlst of DecesBdbar 1804, tho Ftesidmit of 
4ba United S^tea, sidnoitted this treaty to the Sen* 
ate for tbair adyice and conient, and it was by that 
body duly ratified. 

In a life of Black Ha vk,. dictated by bimaelf 
and vritlea by J* B. Paltenson, to wfaidi there is a 
oertificate of ai^ianticity a|f>ended feomAntoina 
Le Clair. U. S. ksterpieter, for the Sacs loul Foxi^, 
tinder date of X6th October 1833^ there is tbe loi* 
lowing statement concerning tbe manner in which 
this treiity was xaade. 

<' Some nKMXQS after this yoimg cMef (lieutenant 
Pike) descended the Musissipidy ime of our people 
killed an Amertoaa, and was coxAxmiy in tl^ pris- 
on at St Loois fi>]r the offence. We held a council 
at our Tillage to see ivhat could be done for him---^ 
which determined that Quash-qua^me, Pa«she-pa-ho^. 
Ov-^hauiuathii^ aaad HaHsbenquarriurqua/ shoold go 
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d^wn to St liOids^ and Bee am Att^nma Mme^ 
and do all tbey could to have our friend released; 
by paying for the person killed, thus covering the 
blood andsatisfying the roktions of die man murder 
ed I This being the only means with us of savmg » 
person who had killed another, and we then thought 
it was the same way with the whites. 

^ The party started with the good widies of Ab 
whole nation, hoping they would accomplish the 
object of theirmissim. The relations of the pris- 
oner blacked their laces and fasted, hoping the 
Great Spirit would take pity on them, asd return 
the httsiMmd and the fisith^ to his wife and children* 

^ Quash-qua'^ne and party remained a long time 
absent. They' at length returned and encsmaped a 
short distance below the village, but ^d not come 
up that day, nor did any person approach their 
camp. They appeared to be dressed in fine coats 
and had m^ls. From these circumstances, Wf 
were in hopes they had brought us good news 
Early the next morning, the coimcil lodge wat 
crowded-*Quash-qua-me and party came up, and 
gave us the following account of their mission. 

<^On their arrival at St Louis, they met their 
American father, and explained to him their busi* 
ness, and urged the release of their Mend. Hie 
Americaa chief told them he wanted land, and 
they agreed to give him some on the west side of 
the Mississippi, and some on the Illinois side oppo* 
site the Jefireon. When the bu^ness was all arran* 
ged, they expected to have their friend released to 
come hme with them^^— But about Ae time they . 
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wof6 xendf to iiCart, their frieikt vasMdroitit''of pite: 
on, who ran a short distance and was sAoi deatt 
TMsis all they w>Tild recollect of what was toid 
and done. They had been drunk ttie greater part 
of the time they were in St. Louis. 

*T)ii8 is all myself or nation knew of the treaty 
of 1804. It has been explained to me since. 1 find 
by*tf)kt treaty, all our country east of the Missis- 
sipj^i, and south of the Jeffireon was ceded to tho 
United States for one tho«sand dollars a year! I 
wiH leave it to the people of the United States td 
say, whether our ttation was property re^^resented 
m this treaty ? or whether vre received a fair com- 
pensation for the extent of country ceded by these 
foivr individuals. I could say much more abotH 
this treaty but T will not at this time. It has been 
the origin of all our difficulties.*' p. 27. 

The power among the Indian tribes of this coun« 
try to sell their lands, has always been ccmsidered 
as vested in the chiefs. They, however, are ac^ 
customed to commit the whole nation, and, pos^bly, 
it mry be necessary, in all cases, that its assent 
should be obtained. It has not been the practice 
6f ouir government, it is believedi in its negociations 
with the Indians, to institute particular en^piiries 
for the purpose of ascertaining, how far the chiefii 
wore audiorized to act by their people. A nuttiber 
of treaties have been formed, at different times, in 
which the chiefs must have acted under the general 
iufhority with which they are clothed* on tfiis point; 
the circumstances d the case being such, as to have 
prtcHlded alt opj^oKunity of tfieirase^irtimiii^^ tM 
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t of tfie t$Sbm^ aAet the ii^;oeiati0ii8 had'imi 
conuneiicecL 

In the case under eonsidemtkmy notwithstandms 
the statement of Biadc Hawk, there was every rea^ 
son, especially on the part of the Commissions, fti 
beUerii^, thai die chie£i who rigned the treaty, 
w^e fully authorised to act. In the first jdaCfB^ 
GoTioimieiit, in its mstmctions to the ConttSBskmi 
er, to make a jmrduise <^ lands, of the Sacs and 
Foxes, had girw as a leaaon for it, that it was a 
Biatler of complaint, on the part of these two tribes^ 
tfiat they were not, like their neighbors, recdring 
SB amiliity fi^am the Un^d ^ates. Iliey owned 
a Tery lai^ extent of territcury, and had, compare 
ativdy, but a linnted popnbticm. It was natural 
that they should wish to dispose of tome porticm td- 
it, for tt^ purpose of reoeiring an aimual supply of^ 
goods and Bumey. In the second place, five chiefii 
of tlfe Saes and Foxes, united in the treaty, one 06 
them, Pafa^e^-ho, being at die time the great 
bettd-duef of the Sac nation. It is admitted by" 
Blade Ifewk that a eouncil had been held by diesa 
two trfl)es,and that Fab^he-pa-ho and his assd^ 
ciates had been authorised to yisit St Li>uui ta* 
purchase the release of a priscmer. It is probaMo 
that the sale of a part of their terrUory may have 
been agreed upon by thk coundL In ^ thirft 
place, there must have been a prevailmg opinion in 
St. louis, that these diiefs were authorized to act 
in the case. The treaty was puUidy made, tod a 
number of higb^ninded and hon<»able men, ar6^ 
f»rti«r «(» lt^4ii the dia»etar of commtsriwttri' 
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^Boen of the army; ttie first gOYwnor o[ fSt^b teiw 
nlo^ of Looisianft; and Piene Chooteau, at that 
htoe Agent for tke Sac Mnd Fox IndimiS) and w^ 
aofoainted wMi tb^ai. These cirGumBtanees forw 
l»d the idea of the txeaty having been fotnwd^der 
jwoimistaMes m whieh thore were not satisfaetoiy 
iMscms for lidieviiig^ that Aie Indiaitt, parties to H 
peffrfidly antbofixed to act 
/ JERMk liawk is mstakni in eome thtiigs about 
ftus treaty, wad it may be that he has been misiii* 
fomed ki regard to the authority ot his chkeft to 
make this sale of their lands. He says, for inslaiicey 
that the treaty was made soiim moons after the re* 
iQfii of Lieutenant Rke from the sotirees of the 
Mlssisuppi) when in faet Pike did not leare St. 
Loois tq>on his expedition^ until tlM 9th of August 
ISQBf nearly a year after tiie date of the treaty^ 
Agsin^ he sajrs, it was made by four of the cbiefit 
The treaty is rigned by fiv^ But admitting t!»l 
the deputation of ehiefs transeended their auUiority 
iii> the sale of the lands^ made at that time, H would 
sewi tfiat the Saes a^ Foxes aequieseed in it 
*I1iey never dbat^wed the treaty, but hay% regu- 
latty received their annuity, a»d^ on more than one 
oMwrion, heave reco^ised il, as binding. Evev 
Blade Hawk and Ms band, made Aus^ recognition/ 
in the tteaty of peace which tfiey !%ned with tiM 
Cnked States, at PorUge des Skmx, in 1816. 
^^ U may be quesfioned, however, whetfier good \ 
iiift towards the Indians and a due regard to im^ | 
tta^ Miiwr».^ not make k expedlMtt ^it^ tm i 
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(pr^am^il sboidd kmurtaWy hM M imfiimtwatk 
j^iB, in Uieir own ccnrntry^ and in the. midst of ibe 
tribe owning the lands proposed lo b^ purehioed. Jn 
suoh oise^ the assent of all the Indians might bt 
oHainedi and the d^urg^ of having formed a fraud- 
ulent treaty^ with unauthorized individoal^ ooald 
never be raised. The peculiar ration nabsisling 
between. the , govenummt of the United States a»d 
the Indian tribes, within its territoiy, demands on 
on the part of the former, great delicacy of BOtion. 
liberality and*per£ect good faith. JBy such a ooum^ 
alone, can our national honor be preserved m* 
tarnished* * . 

.. Subsequently to the treaty of 1804, the erection 
by the government of the United States, of F«rt 
Madison op the Mississippi, above the DesMointo 
rapids, gave some disaatisfafition to the Sacs attl 
Foxes» This was increased by the Briti^.agmts 
and trader?, who mst^ated them to tesisi the jSO* 
cioachments of the Americans, now beginningjo 
press upon their hunting g^unds» , Of this intailih 
rence on the part of the British, widi the IncbMH^ 
there can be no doubt. Governor Harrisofi m^ 
letter to the secretary of war, dated TiaoeimC 
July 15th, 1810,says» <<a conside^ble niunb^ of 
the Sacs went some time since to s^ the Briti$lisilh 
perintendent, and on the first iastsj;]^ more passei 
Chicagpft for thesaixte destmation.'' Gem^ral Claris 
under date of St, Lo^is, July 20lh, 1810, aays> .is 
writing to the same department, ^ Om himdmi 
^jj^ fifty Sacs are Qn a visit to the Briti;^ aglM 
^xiitvitatio%a94 a. smaller paity^i^ Ik ij^^ i 
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aift^tbt islftiid^ St Jottfeph, in llJie Hmm::'' Joint 
^ jTobBflOQ^.Esq. the loclkm agent, at Tort Wayne, lOi^ 
^£ietds^ of August 7th, 1810, says, to the secretary 
. 4t war, ^ About one hundred Saukees have return* 
i^d from the British agent, who supplied them li^ 
iMSnUy with every fting ib^ stood in need o£ 
: iChe party received forty-se vki rifles, and a number 
Hf fturib with plenty of powder and lead.'' 
( McKee, Dixon, atnd Girty were open and active 
agents in exciting the Indians to attack the Ameri* 
. can frontiers. They held frequent talks with them 
if&d supplied them liberally yrith goods and muni- 
tions of war, . In 1811, there being a str<Hig proba* 
biiity of a war with Great Britain, a deputation of 
the Sauks and Foxes, vi^ted Washington city, to 
aeethe President, by whom they w^?e told that in 
ibe event of a war taking place with England, their 
"gfesiX fa-Hker did not wish them to interfere on ei* 
fber side, but to remain neutral: He did not wanl 
^m asastance but desired them to hunt and sup-* 
port tfaeiar fomilies and live in peace* Immediaiely 
i^ter the war of ISia, the Sacs toad Foxes, with 
.whom^ as with Indians generally, war. is the great 
tesiness of life, felt that they ought, as a matter of 
course, to take sides with one party or the other, azul* 
went to St. Louis, to offer their services to die Uni« 
ted States agent, to %ht against the BritMi; but the 
4li9er was declined, on the ground that die govern- 
m^it of the United States had resolved not to em- 
l^y the Indians in that capacity. Hie madiina-. 
Sio«il of the- British, were successfully contintied 
iam:Sac8 m»4 VMmr^Mdfiiugmu ttm ^oaftaoQ ef 
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tiJdiigapasiwagmiBittfMlAittMd SMbIm A^pm 
of tbsm elaiSMd the pfOtediOB of d»e AaerieM 
go femmeal andreMlired it) a pavi joined the Brit* 
idi stuidaxd, Bfaudc Hawk among the tttunber^ and 
iought agatast Ae Amerixsaai imtil the peaca of 
IdlS^ ThenuadmofwaBnonwtioJoinedtlieBriCidi 
is supposed to have baen about two fadi^bvd, and 
they have^ivaf ainca bam known as the «Britidi 
Baad,''^ at the head df wUbh haa been ^General 
BlaekHawk.'^ 

On ihe 14th Sepl6ari>er^ 1815, WilliMtt €lafk, 
Nfarian E^K^aidsand AngMteChotoan^eoiBmnBkm* 
eia on bilailf of the United States, ooaelnded a 
treaty wMi the iMefr and warriors of the F<nt 
tribe, by which aQ injitfies and aeis of hostSity, oook 
aaitted by either party dnrhig the lale^wa^, were to 
be foqfrren, and peaee and frie^iddi^ established 
between die two nations, llie fonrdi sitide of 
Am treaty oomtaias a recogaitSon of flie form^ trea- 
ty in Aiese woids. «The said Fox tribe or nation 
do heiP^, assent to, feoognixe, te-eetabllsh and oon- 
fina the treaty of St Loats, wfajdh was condudad 
on ti» anl of Nbv^ember, 18M, to the tidl oxteiit 
of their interest in the same,^ as well as att &Am 
oonteaota md agreements between the pai^tee,^ 
Thia treaty waa made at Portage des IG^u<. 

On tiie iSOi of SespUmiM, ms, the same asm* 
missioae rs , at the same phm, emdnded a treaty of 
peaoe and friendrii^ with tfia chiefii anid warriees 
of that part of Sap natton^ ^ Indians resi<fing .e« 
thaMi«iBsippi rinr. . Tha first a^Sde recagnli«i 
the teesty # iWiJn tfaai bthw i ing woi^ - ^Tl«a 
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^mAstiiffiedfihieb and warriors for themselTOl ikiA 
^Vemt portion of the Sacs Tviiich they represent, do 
heroby assent to die treaty between Uie Ucdted 
^tes c^ America and the nnrted trib^ of Sacs 
«nd Foxes, which was concluded at St Louis 
on ti^ third of November 1804; and they more- 
OTer promise to do all in their power to reestablish 
'ftnd enforce the same/' There is a fortter proris* 
ion that they will remain distinct and separate from 
the Sacs of. Rock river, giving Aem no assistanee 
whi^ver, mitil peace shall be establiriied betweoi 
them and the United States. The Sacs tm Rock 
river were that part of the tribe which had been en^ 
gaged in the late war, and who now diecUned making 
M ^eaty with the United States, and continiied, al* 
4ioiigh officially notified of the peaee, to conmut 
>ocea«onal depredations on the fiontkts; and, it was 
.|k>t MmtU tfie following spring tiiat hostiMes on 
•their part actually ceased. » 

•- On the 13th of May, 1816, tiie same commtssiDi^ 
^eife ettktt^ a treaty with the efaMs land waitkmi^f 
toe Sacs ot Rock river^ and the. adjaeeat xoontiy. 
^The CM article of this treatypiwides, tfiat, ^'Rm 
«3acs of Bock river ami the adjacent country, de 
hereby unconditionally assent to, Ireeognise, re^e»> 
tabhsh and ctefirm Ihe treaty between the United 
States' of America and die united tribes of Sacs 
etid Foxes, which was concluded at St Louis tm 
iiie Sd November 1804, as well as all other cmtrai^ 
Ihnd agreements, heretofore node betwtoi Ae Sat 
tribe and the United Swes.'* Under te Mi artkii 
«f>4he treaty of iHtent^ eendnded 84Ai Ddtoenter 
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1814, betw^een the United Sthtes andGical Bnt&n^ 
it was stipulated^ that each party should put amend 
to Indian hosttlitiee within their respectire territdry^ 
and place the tribes on the same footing i;^6ii 
which they stood before the irar. Under this pro« 
TtsioD, the second article of the treaty with the 
Sacs of Rock riyer, stipulated that they are placed 
upon the same footing which they occupied be&io 
the late war, Upon the sing^ condition of their rcK 
storing the property stolen by them, from th# 
whites^ subsequent to their notification that peace 
had been made between the United Stales and 
Great Britain. 

Under the Mi article of the treaty of 1804, the 
United States agreed to establish a ttading-hooaa 
to supply the Sacs and Foxe^ with goodd at a nxam 
reasonable .rate than they had been accustomed te 
procure them. On the third of September lass^ 
Maj. Thomas Forsyth, the U. S. Indian agent, made 
a trealy at Fort Armstrong, irith the diiefr, war<» 
riors and bead men of tte Sacs and Foxe&i by 
which, in consideralian of the sum of oiie thousand 
dollars, they forever released the United State^^ 
from all obligation contained in said ninth article 
of the treaty of 1804. 

On the fourth of August 1824, at Wasbingftm 
city, William Clark, Imliah agent and sole com^. 
missloner of &e United States, efieeted a treaty 
witli the Sacs and Foxes through tiiieir diiefs imd 
head men, by wfaich^ for the stun of one thouaajod 
dollars per annum for ten years, they ceded all their 
mtereil tod title to. any lands claimed by Aesai 
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^ the tMt of }VI]8soiiri, which aresUuAted^lymg and 
being between the Mississippi tod Mis$ottri riv^rs^ 
and a line running from the Missouri at the entrance 
of Kansas nyer, north one hundred miles, to the 
Dortli west comer of the state of Missouri, and from 
ihence east to Uie Mississippi. By this treaty, these 
tribes acknowledged the land east and south of tii» 
lines above described, so far as the Indians cla^ m 
jdie same, to belong to th^ United States, and tfiat 
none of thw tribes shall be permitted to settle or 
hunt upon any part of it, after the first day of 
^nuary 1S26, without permission from the &iper- 
intendent of Indian affairs. 

Upon the 19th of August 18a5> >VilUam Clarlc 
imd Xiewis Cass, Commissioners on behalf of the 
United States, concluded a treaty at Pmirie da 
Chien, in the territory of MichigaB, with the chiefs 
And warriors of the Sioux^ Winnebagoes, Meno 
minees, Chippewas^ Ottawas, Pottawatamies, Sacs, 
Foxes and lo ways. The objects (d this treaty wer6 
1^ re^oration of peace among the Indian tribes, 
several of whom Imd b^en for some time waging 
trtt against each other; the settlement of boundary 
lines between these tribes respectively, and between 
them and the United States. The Commissioners 
Moceeded in effecting a peace between the Sioux 
and Chippeways, and between the Sacs, Foxes and 
IptV^aya on the one part, and the Sioux on the other; 
and also in adjusting the boundary lines of the ter- 
ntory of each tribe to the satisfaction of all parties, 
(Jnder this treaty nothing ^^as asked by the United 
Stales nor was any thing granted to them: the 
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duuraeter in which the gorenuneiit preteiitaid itself 
bemg simply that of a pacificator. 

Tlie concourse of Indians assend>led at this conn- 
cil was very great About 3000 came to the eoun^ 
cil ground, clothed in their war dresse^ aiKl armed 
with bows, war-dubs and tomahawks. The Sacs 
and Foxes w^re ttie last to arrive, but were very 
imposing and warlike in their appearance when 
they reached the ground. They ascended the Ws^ 
sissippi, to Prairie du Chien, in a fleet of canoies, 
lashed together. They passed and repassed Ae 
town in a connected squadron, standing erect, in 
their canoes, in full dress, singing thw war songs. 
Upon landing, they drew up in martial order, as if 
m warlike defiance of their bitter enemies, the 
Sioux, who were encamped n^r the riiore, and 
who in turn shot back the fierce look of hostiUly 
upon tbek an^i^il foe« An eye witness deseribM 
rtiis scene as one unique and singularly magnifecM 
The council was held under a spacious booth 'of 
.green boughs, and lasted for several days. Keokoi 
was present on this occasion, as the head chief -ot 
tiie Sacs, and took an active part in the council; ius 
coufse being marked by that moderation and sound 
policy, for whidi he is eminentiy distinguished. 

In the early part of the year 1828, the Premdrait 
of the United States, appointed Governor Cass tmd 
Colonel Pierre Menard, to treat with certain tnbeM 
of Indians for the cession of what is called the 
^ mineral region'' lying on the Mississippi, south 
of the Wisconsin. Tlie commissioners arrived at 
Green Bay late in ^e summer of that year, and 00 
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tM 2SQi q{ August^ msdtt a (emipomiy mgte^tav^ 
wkh fte iBcUftJEis, by vfakH tbe whites were ftUo v» 
0d U> occtipj the ^sountfy lyrhete the lead mmes 
were wcnrked; and in the ensuing year a treaty waft 
to be held with the Indians for the purchase of th^ 
mineral country: in the mean timci no white was up 
cross a certain line^ described in said agre^nent, 
to dig for <xte; and finally the Indiant were paid 
twenty thousand dollars m goods, for the Ireq^asses 
already cc»Binitted on their lands by the miners. 
This agreement was ratified by the President mii 
senate of the United States on the 7th January , 
1829. Soon after President Jacks(»^ came into 
office in 1829; he appealed General McNeil of the 
army> to fill the plike o{ Governopr Cass in the said 
commission, which was U> ipeet at SL Louis and 
under the agreement above descrU>ed, proceed to 
Ihe minefml regicmy to effect by treaty, its purchase. 
In eonsequence of some; disagre^a^it m. opinion 
betireen these two. cominkM5i<mers, the President 
subseqhenity united with th^a, Caleb Atwater, 
£sq. <^ Ohio. They rea^d Prairie du Chi^i 
about the middle of July, where they met deputies 
<m the part of the Winnebagoes, Chippeways, Otto- 
was, Pottawatimies, Siouz^ Sauks^ Foxes and 
Menominees; and on Ae first of August, a treaty 
was concluded for about eight millions of acres, ex- 
tending from the upper end of Rock island to the 
xnouth of the Wisconsun, from latitude 4V 15' to lati- 
tude 43^ 15' on the Mississippi Following the mean 
derings of the river the tract is about two hundred and 
Sartf xoiks from south to tiorth. It extends akmg 
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the Wisconsin and Fox tiren from west to east so at 
to give a paisage across the country from tb^ Missk 
sippi to lake Michigan. At this treaty Keokuk aik( 
Morgan, with two hundred warriors of the Sac and 
Fox tribes were present, and according to the statci\ 
ment of one of the commissioners, rendered essential 
service to them, by intimidating the Winebagoes, who 
from some dissatisfaction, threatened to assassina^ 
the commissioners and those associated with them. 
On the 21st Sept 1852, after the conclusion of 
the Black Hawk war. General Scott and Governor 
Reynolds concluded a treaty with the Sacs and 
Foxes, by which about six million acres c^ 
land were acquired, for which the United States 
were to pay them the sum of twenty thousand doi- 
tars per ahnum for thirty years^ to pay off the debtii 
of Uie tribes and to support, at the discretion of the 
President, a black and gun smith among them. A 
i^eservatioa was made of fi>rty -miles square, on tiMs 
loway riveir in favor of Kecdcuk, (since purchased,) 
including his village, as a reward for his fidelity to 
the United States. Black Hawk, his son and tb« 
Ihrophet were to be field as hostages during the^ 
pleasure of the President. This is known as the! 
^ Black fieiwk purchase.*^ The whole of the six 
millions lie upon the west side of the Mississippi anc|. 
are included within the following boundaries: Be- 
ginning on the Mississippi river at the point where 
the Sac and Fox northern boundary line is estah-^ 
fished, by the second article of tfie treaty of Prairie", 
ties Chiens of 15th July, 1830, strikes said rive?;^ 
thente up said boundary line to a point fifty ttuO^ 
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from tfie Mississippi^ measured on said line to the 
bearest point on the R6d Cedar of Iowa, fortf miles 
uom the Mississippi river; thence in a right line to a 
|k>iiit in the northern boundary of the state of Mis* 
soturi fifty miles measured on said boundary from 
the Mississippi river; thence by the last mentioned 
boundary to the Mis^ssippi river, and by the west- 
ern shore of said river to the place of beginning. 

The Sac and Fox tribes are now residing on the 
^est side of the Mississippi, and are living upon 
fHendly terms with the United States. As a gei^* 
eral remark, it may be said, that their intercourse 
with the United ^tes has been of a pacific char- 
acter. TTiey took no part in'the war of the Re- 
volution: they were not parties to the Indian dis- 
turbances which terminated in the treaty of Green- 
ville in 1795. Tecumsdi and the Prophet failed to 
tfHist them in their grand confederacy against the 
Americans, which was nearly broken up by the 
premature battle of Tippecanoe. The machmationa 
ef the British agents and traders, backed by the 
most Uberal dUstribution of goods and fire arms, m^ 
duced but a small party of them, not exceeding 
^NTd hundred, to join the British standard in the late 
war with England. In the still more recent dis- 
torbance^ on the frontiers of Illinois, called the 
« Hack Hawk war,'' but a p<Mrtion of these tribes, 
took up arms against the United States, the great 
mass of them refusing to take any pan in it; while 
Keokuk, theit principal chief, exerted all his influ- 
liike to dissuade the ^ British Band" from enga^ng 
Hi* go hi>|>eles8 a contest 
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CHAPTER HL 



BiHb of Bfack Hftwlt— Ewfy lichrcataret— BstOei wtl& Om Ott|^ ifiii 
CUroltM»-4>Mlii of iOt iUhT-^«t«Fi»kwwithri<ttM»t PSIw^ 

^ ACtack app^ Fort Madiioii— Joint the Brttiali m Um late fuu^ 
Marciict to lake Erie— Retorai home after the attack apoa Foft 
StepkeBMa^Marier of hit adopted ton— Battia of the ISBk-Mb 
Mear Cap an Grit— ^iTreatj of peace at Pofti^ det Sions in ItlS. , 

Buicx Hawk is a remarkable instaxice of an 
individual, in no wise gifted vriHi any nneonancfi 
physical, moral or intellectual endoivments, obtam. 
faig, by the fi>rce of circmnstances, the most ea^r%* 
ordinary celebrity. S^ce the year 1831, fais name 
has been familiarly known to the pec^iie of die 
Unked States; and the terror, whicfa for a brief 
period, it excited upon the firontieis of Illinois, Mis* 
souri and Indiana, was only surpassed by the cuii* 
osity which pervaded every part of the unioii,,' to 
behold diis notable chief of the woods, after fae bad 
been oonqnered, and was carried a prisoner of state^ 
from the wilds of the West to the Atlantic sea- 
board. His tour throng the United States, par^ 
^ack largely of the triumphal mardi i^ a suocesss^ 
tero. In tfa^ number of persons who flocke4aroipid 
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Mteiy tfia boD6n irluk:^ he noeired W€te aaferff 

less flattering than those awarded to the iUnsCrioas 
Lafltyette^ while Ae <<&a^^'s guest/' Ik the one 
case ib^rei was 'Curiei^ alone, in the ^ther, cunU 
osky and gratitttde blended. To the casual^ obser* 
ver, a^ dktinelion between the two eases is not 

lliecatises Whieh created a de&^e so tinsT««il^ 
to be^>ld &i6 aboriginal chief, hare awakened a 
corresponding interest til tlie public akid, to learn 
more of his history, than was revealed in ttie events 
,^ ^campaign of 1SS2* To grs^fy this cariosttjr^ 
ii»'4ie» ofejeet dT the present vol«»ie« The maOkot 
■ hoB carrfufly consulted all the sources of inforoMu 
4kni,to«Kaihig Ae li^ and charaecer ef Blaek Hawk, 
that #c9r6 within his readi ; md has studiously 
ttTt»ded ^ presentation of any &ct which did not 
seem to be \i^ authenticated. SOioidd the inddenla 
H€$re narrated, in the Ufe of Ais eelebrafed Indian,not 
iHfore as rich and amusing as might be anticipated, 
^twA the wide spread notoriety whidi he has ob- 
'Reined, the work wiQ still be fi>tmd of some vahie. 
.rt presents in a conne<^ed f(Hrm> imd as die «utlMr 
trusts, with historic accmaey> one link ki the great 
littdn of p<^ical relations between the tAiited Stales 
itkd the Indian tribes c^ Ifortfi Atnerica. Stvery 
lay is mcreamng die interest lyfid mag^ttde <tf these 
telations, and any effort to preserve the fiicts wkh 
jrfaidi they are associated, woidd seem to 1^ WMtb^ 
#r pnUic conMderatiolL Blade Hawk may die, Ms 
iame be ibrgoltcai, and the sm<^ of his wigwitti 
betsmnoftioie^bul ifae<<Bladc Hawkwar^wSl 
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l ^a gfam a page of deep iottresViii tht hiMnffjof^ 
this country. , 

The ;aabject of this memok is by birth a Saq^ 
having been bom at the i»rincipal Sac village, od, 
Rocx Rivery in the year, as he himself states, 1767, 
His father's name was Py-e-sa, his grandfather'^ 
Na-na^na-kee or Thunder. Black Hawk was no^' 
by birth a chtel^ but at the early age of fifteei\ 
having distinguished himself by wounding an 
enemy, he was plirmitted to paint and wear &a-^ 
diers; and was placed in the rank of the Braves.^ 
Ab<»it the year 1783, he united in an expedition, 
against &e Osages, and had the good fortimo to 
kill and scalp one of the enemy: for this act of ^ 
yoitthfiil vaIor,he was, for the first time, permittted^ 
to mingle in the scalp-dance. Tliis triumph wa9. 
followed shortly afterwards by two more e^^cursions 
against the same tribe. In the first. Black Hawk 
was the leader of seven men, who suddenly attack- 
ed a party of one hundred Osages, killed one of ^ 
th^n, and as suddenly retreated without loss. This 
exploit, so far increased the number of bis followers, 
that he soon afterwards started with a party of one. 
hundred and eighty braves, and marched to an 
Osage village, on the Missouri; but foimd it desert-/ 
ed. Most of the party being disappointed, left 
their leader and returned home. Black Hawk, 
however, with but five followers, ptusued the trail 
of the eisemy, and after some days succeeded in 
kiting one man and a boy; and, securing tbeit. 
scalps, returned home. In the year 1786, having 
rocevered from, the effect of his la^ uosuccessfiil 
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ifixkn/hh; ^^klbxirk ioftmd himself oni^ more s( 
the head of ttro hundred Imyes, and again set off 
tb avenge the repeated outrages of the Osages upon 
^e Sac nation* Soon after he reached the enemy's 
country^ he met a party about equal in number to 
bis own. A batde ensued. The Osages lost near 
one hundred men, and Black Hawk mneteen. He 
tiaims, in the attadc, to have killed five of the en- 
«my, with his own hand. This severe engagement 
hid the effect, for some time, of keeping the Osages 
upcm their own lands aiul arresting their depreda- 
tions upon the Sacs. This cessation of hostiUties 
^ve the latter an opportunity of redressing the 
wrongs which the Cherokees had committed upon 
them, by murdering some of their women and chil- 
dren. A party was raised for tins purpose, and 
met the Cherokees upon the Merrimack river, below 
St. Lonis, the latter being most numerous. In this 
battle Fy^'^-sa, the father of Black Hawk was kill- 
ed. The Cherokees were compelled to retreat with 
the loss of twenty-eight men, the Sacs having but 
seven killed. Upon the fall of Py-e-sa, Black Hawk 
assumed the command and also took possession of 
the ^ medicine bag,'' then in the keepingctf Ihs father; 
Owing to the disasters of this expedition, and espe- 
dally the deaUi of his fiither, Black Hawk, for thd 
^ensuing five years, refinained from all warlike oper- 
ations, and spent his time in fishing and hunting. 
Jii the ^id of this period, being about the year 1800, 
he made another excursion, against the Osages, a 
the head c^ about five htmdred Sacs and FoT^ 

uAm tmad9f4 4«wr«ys^ wba^ iwd joinsil hm.r 
• 2 
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wOm. Alter m long madt ik^y n§litni mi i^ 
iiftffed lAooi fodjr Mgei ^ Ibt wcwf , kiUint 
maBj^ their bi»Te0twajcri«%fiT^c^ whom irw 
^lain bf te toate ^f the iiiT^^mg mnny* In th^ 
yew IBM, ho tanum^td a ier^pe and prolnicted 
cMttpAtgn agaiiul the C3iq^w»% K w ^ a ski M 9^ 
Ogagst, dms^ wfaidi pz fst mmb battles urcHjp 
fought and move than ooe hundred «r th^ eof i|[^ 
kiUed Hie foUomog sanuiier Bh/dk Bairk ma^ 
tmt loi hit periodical vieifei la St jAivm lo f^e ^ 
Spaodflh frtfaer, by wheni he wmi mil iepeiw4- 
Up<m Us Best Tiak 4o this Sfeoiah 4i|^tafyt^ 
fcmnd maay sad and gloomy &oes, because tbfi 
United States were about to taJw p o ss ossipn <^ the 
town and ooontry arouiid it. ^Soon aft^ ^ 
Ammeans arrimd/'aays Blaek Hawky^ I topk my 
hnxA and wraA to take kave^ibr the )a#t tba^^tf 
oar£i&^. TbsAsamcaiie^Maeto seeiiiGEi alf^. 
Seeii^ them q[>proadi, we pa^ed oat at one doct, 
as they enteied at anoth^-^-and impiediately start* 
ed, in orar canoes, for ourriUaga on Bock riT^r^ 
not Mking tbm change uy more tiian oiv fkieiids 
appeared to at fit Lonis. On aniTing M pur yil- 
ii^, we gBcn the news that ^^range peo^de ted 
takm St Looist and Unit we should nerer mn Offf 
Spanidi Either agidn. This infons^tion made ^ 
our pe<^le sorry. Sometime 9ft€^acds (ld05).a 
boat c»ne up the ziT^er with a yi^ung Ameiaoan 
chief (LiecMnant, afterwards C^^ui^ml Pikay) an^ a 
small party of jsoldiers. Wa heard of ^hfm$ soofi 
aft^ he 4iad passed Si^tiTOr. Scon^ pf our yo^^ 
bravaa # ai ih » d him a» a ry ida|Mi»Jmi3I>M» 99Ajaf 
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^^>le lie had on boftid* T%^ boi^ i^ length 99^ 
Hired at Rock riiw, ai^ tbe ycmog cfakf cwne o» 
tihc^re vi& lu8 i]itetpieter---iniufe a spoec^ 
us some pvesB^ita. We, in relonif pieteiiled Utt 
with meat and wach proTisaaiss a9 we cpolA spars. 
We were veil pleased with the ^peeeh cif tb^ Tfm^ 
Aiei. He gave us good advioe; fliaid our AiornqjH 
ihtiba^ would tiei^ us wdl. He pfe^etilod w w 
American flag, wiiich was iMmt^ Be tbfp re- 
quested us to jmll down our Britsib Hagi^ m^«iif 
him our Britidi mecteb-HpanHmw^ lo scrkI us 
others on his r^inn to ^t Iiouis. TUs we ^ecUn^ 
ed as we wished to have HpoJi$tk$rs.^^ 

ItebsequentI jr to this pei3od> the building of Fort 
Bdwar^ newr the head ot the Des Moyisns ri^id% 
gains much uneasiness to the ]^i^« Sonae oi tbe 
idne& and a pextjr of their £»Upweis w^ do^n to 
this point, and had an inierview with the war 
tinef who had c(»mnanfi of Ae troops engaged m 
construeling the fort Tte Indtfins heqaiae satis- 
fied and returned home. NiKt hvg afterwards a 
party, of whidi Black Hawk was Oim, d^wimsd 
lo atttu^ and take Fort Madiseo, jitandiug upw 
^ Hm west side of the Missisaipp, ahoTe the niQutb 
^tfie DesMoyens, whidiw^.thengsnasoned with 
about fifty men. H^ir spies hairing aseertnlorf 
tfiat &e troops mardied out of the fiirt iBfrery um^ 
hig to exercise, they cctpcealed Atamirm mf^ 
It, with an agreement to fire u^MmJOiei^ when Hmf 
same out AbMt sun rias, cm Ae momieg of t)^ 
proposed attack, the gate qpened, and 4 yoiuig 
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refum wMnmi tetog molestad. Tim gate wwrn 
tgaiaopemd mild (bar 8oldi«recame out Thejvwo 
lUlowedl by a fifth, who wms instuidy kilkcL The 
othen then ran for the fort, bat two of than wam 
•hot. ^WH bdbre they reached it The Indiiais 
eoitfiiiiied for two days, ahootiiig into tiie fort, aikd 
endeaToringtoeetfiietoit Finding their efitfteitt- 
arailing, they gave np the attack and returned hMie. 
The period had now airived when the diffiimkiei 
between thie conntry and Grent &itain, were lo be 
settled by an appeal to anus. Some diacontent hid 
ptevaUed among the Sacs, in regard to the en« 
croachments of the Ammcans upon their fauntiag 
gr o unds. They, however, oftred their servieea to 
the United States, to fight agamst the ^itiA, bat 
flieir ofbr was declined. Tley had not been: as 
ttberally supplied with prssentaand goods at Fort 
Madison, as they hadantidpated, and in the mean 
Ihne, the British agents bad artfirily fraiented Ikiir 
disoentent, and labored to win their confidence by 
Ihe most liberal distribution among them of goods 
and aid^it qpirits. Shordy after die declatatien of 
war, Oirty, a British tr^er, arrired at Bode isbnd 
widi two boats loaded with goods, and the Britsii 
flag was hoisted. He informed the Indians that he 
had bam sent to diem by Ckricmel Dixon, with ^m* 
aantSyalaigesilktlagandakegorrunL The day 
aft^ his arrii«d, the goods were diTidedamoog the 
fodians,th0ypromismgtopayfortbem,iAfiffa, in 
Ae following spring. CUrty mfonned Black Hawlc 
tfiat Cotpuel Bixon wasddienat.Gcaen Bay^^viA ja 
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fWai-desinMBrlliatiiealioitM raise a paitf of warn* 
on and join him. filadt Hairtc soceeeded in ooI» 
tecting about two hundred bravesy and lOon reaoii- 
ed Green Bay ^ where he found Dixon encamped, 
widi alarge body of Indians, aasemUed from other 
iribet, who had been aheady f umiAed wM ckHli- 
. ing and with arms. Black Hawk had an inter- 
Tfew with Dixon, two other war diiefs and die in- 
terpreter. **Ue received me,'' says JMack Ha^irii, 
. ^ with a hearty diako of the hand, and i^reseated 
me to the other diiefs, who shocA my hand o<mliiU- 
ly, and seined mudi pleased to see me. After I 
was seated, Colonel Dixon said, ^General Black 
Hawk, I sent for you, to explain to you, what we 
are going to do, imd the reasons that hare brought 
. US tore. Our fnend Girty, informs us in ib» letter 
you brought £rom him, what has taken {dace. You 
;will now hare to hold us fast by the hand. Tour 
Ikiglirii feither has found out that ihe Americans 
want to take your country from you, and has sent 
me and his brares to drire them back to their own 
country. He has likewise sent a lai^ quantity ef 
anns and ammutntion, and we wantaU your warriors 
Id join us. He thm placed a medal round my nedc, 
and gave me apaper, (which I lost in the late war,) 
and a silk flag, saying, ^ Tou are to ccMnmand all 
the braves that trill leare h^e^ ttie day aftar to- 
morrow, to join our brares near Detroif 

On the foHowing day, arms, dodimg, knires and 
tomahawks,weredistributed to Blade Hawk's band, 
and upon the succeeding numung, ftey started,, ht 
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mvneoder wid ommc^ of l^e A^ricigQi ln>a|f 
at Chicago, which place. &i^ paaseU a few days «l^ 
Iw it had be^ eraeuated. Of th& moTOimiils of 
BlfMdc |Ia^ 4^mog lu9C9^»te(^ia^ the Britifli 
iqKm eyr norfti west, no satus&ctqry iii£Miuatki| 
lias h9m o^ajsitd. It appeaii|i that be wfs in 
4W0 mffS^XB^^f b^t t»wm apt to hayn d^^l^ 
gmttioA himflelC 'Die ^st of the^e was the at^^ 
la Augmt If t3» Mpon Fort Stflphena^v ^e|i tu^ 
Ao^mamiiidof ItJbyodrC^oghaiL The gaUan^ 4f^ 
fence of this poit, aiut the j|^ rfqpAiLse gi^e^ to t^ 
^oii^lliaed Bntiflh aiid lodiaii forces, s^exa to har^ 
j^hsheartened Black Hawk; for soon afterwards^^tk 
ed of sucoessiTe defeats, wn^ ^^^^\nt^ in not 
fditidiMiig the /< i^ciUs of yiqtory/' he left the arm]^ 
^th about twea^ of his ^llowers, and retimiedto 
Ma Tillage on Rqck mer. i;t is probable that bp 
woiildihaire reiiiai^ed peut^ diuriug the j^nmk^ 
der of the war, hf^l- it ^t been for one of 
thcMse|>order outrages, yh|c^ iawless and unprimei- 
pied iv^hite men \mt too o|Qten commit upon the 
li^UaDf, under pre^MOioe of self defence or retaU||>» 
tkm, often a ini^ pie^xt for wantcp blpodshf^ 
and iiQiuder. Pieripus to joining CqIo^m^ Dinoi^ 
Stack Hftwk hiHd visited the lod^ of an old fiieijifly 
whoM son lie had sdoptc^ and tl^;lgM t^ Be 

wair aiixioiu that this you& should go with bun 
and his hand M|d join Uie &itish ft^nd^ord, ^ut the 
feiber afajeetad m Ae g^^und that be w^ d^uea* 
dentufK^^ his son for ^ame; and, moreoirer, thai ha 
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%te hud ahrays Seated him IdnAf* He had 
tigfeed lor^iid the ft^wing winler nmr a wfaiit 
«ettk^, upon Salt wr&t^ one of the tribiitaTies itf 
tfie Mtasbsippi whidi ei^rs that tftream below Ifae 
Des Moyena, and intend to take his son vith 
tdm. As BUtek Hawk was i^proachinghis Tillage 
tm Rock fiver, aft^ his oanipaign on the lakoi 
^'W^' Dixon, he i^serred a asmoke m^ng fiom a 
Aoflow kk ttie bhiff of ttie stream. He went to aee 
%)io was tfiefe. Upon drawing ne» to the fiie, he 
dbeoTered a mat stretched, and an old man of 90^* 
'towlbl aiqpect J^ting under it, aloiM, and evidendy 
hnmUing hknself before the Great Spmt, by fasl- 
ing and prayer. It proved to be his old Mend, ^tfae 
la^QT of his adopted son. Blade Hawk seated 
himself beride him and inquired what had fae|qmi<i> 
1^, but received no answer, for indeed he seemed 
eeaveely alive. Bring revived by some water, he 
looked iq>, recog^uzed the friend of his youths 99A 
in reply ta Black Hawk^s second inquiry, said, m a 
f^btovpice, 

<< Soon after your departure to join the British, I 
deseeded the river widi a mtmlA party, to winter at 
Ae plj|M» I t|rid ycHt the white man had requested 
me to come to. When we arrived, I found a fort 
built, and the wMteiaimiy ^t had invited me to 
ieome and hunt near them, had removed to it I 
then paid a visit to the fort, to tell the white j^j^ 
that myself and Utde band were friendly,and that 
we wished to hunt in the vidmty of &eir fm. 
^e war chief, who comman^ted it; told me that we 
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ftnd no person wotdd tn^Ue m. That Ibe httne 
mea only ranged on the Miseoim side, and \^ had 
directed tfiem not to cross the river. I was pleased 
with this assorance of safety, and immediately 
crossed over and made my winter's camp. Game 
was plenty: We lived happy and often talked 
of you. My boy regretted yotir absence, and the 
haidrinps you would have to unde^o. We bad 
been here about two moons, when my boy went 
etit as usual to hunt Night came on ami he dif 
not return. I was alarmed for his safety and pass 
ed a sleqpless night In tlie mommg my old wo« 
man went to the other lodges and gave the alann, 
and all turned out in pursuit There being snow 
on the ground, they soon came upon his track, and 
i^ker pursuing it scone distance, found that be was 
on the tmU of a deer, that led to the river. They 
soon came to Ae place where he had stood and fir- 
ed, and found a deer hanging upon the branch of 
a tree, which had been skinned. But here also 
were found the tracks of white men. They had ta^ 
ken my boy prisoner. Their tracks led across the 
river, and then down towards the fort My friends 
Iblbwed them, and soon found my boy lying dead. 
He had been most cruelly mnrdared. Hisfooewat 
shot to pieces, his body stabbed in several place^ 
and his head scalped, ffis arms were tied behind 
him.'* 

The old man ceased hk narrative, relapsed info 
the scopor ftom which he had been aroused and hi 
a few minutes, «q>ired. Black Hawk remained by 
tla b e iy iiiiiiigthenitht/aQd nou^dbiyvbtsiid it 
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i^C^ttiQpefdcof theUuS 89io^edat thecrMi 
£^ of his adopted son, and deejdy touched by the 
moumful death of his old comrade, he was roused 
to vengeance against the Americans, and aft^ re- 
mainmg a few days at the village, and raising a 
ba?Kl of braves, prepared for offensive opemtiwa 
t^n the frontiers. 

Having narrated to his band the murder of his 
adopted son, they began to thirst for Uood, and 
agyeed to follow Black Hawk wheresoever h» 
might lead. The party consisted of about thirty* 
They descended the Missis^ppi in canoes to tba 
pb^e where Fort Madison had stood, but found it 
aj^ndoned by the American troops and burnt, 
Xhey continued their course down the river and 
landed near Cs^ au Gris, on the 10th of May, 
wh&te they killed one of ike United States Bangersy 
named Bernard, but were driv^a off by lieutenant 
Massey, with a detachment from Fort Howard* 
'Hie Indians, however, rallied in the woods, and on 
the 24th of May, a severe battle and of a characteir 
jomewhat novel, was fought between the troops at 
Fart Howard, under Ifieutenant Drakeford of the 
(J»S« Rangers, and Bh^ Hawk and his party. Tht 
iio^rmer, in his official report of this engagement^ 
lays, 

"Yesterday, about twelve o'clock, five of our 

mea went out to some cabins on the bluf^ about 

one quarter of a mile below the. S^Kif to bruig a 

grind-stoi^. The backwater of the Mississippi^ 

jNtadered it so they veut in a canoe* Qn ^is re* 

tWTO.thejr wetf-attactod by m pur^oClndw^Jpqh 
** H 
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poMd to be about fifty in nniiiber; thtfjr kflled mA 
tomahawked three and woimded om moMaUjr. 
WkHe abofit Ais ilnlsdhiefy we gate tbcm aefo6da 
fire from a little below the fort» as ttie bieadfh of 
the backwater would {>enml. Ciq>takt Grlfcig afid 
myeelf with about fbrty men^'^ad^ aeroM the wa» 
ter and pursued them: in going about half a fiiile« 
we oame on them and coimneiKed a fire whkih eon* 
tinned about dne hour, pc^ ^ iv^hitsh tkne at « Sb- 
tence Off forty st^ps, and no pert df^ tim^ itSXhia 
than a hundred and fifty steps: idiortly nh^ the 
eonuneneemeUt of the battle, we w^e ifeinfiMip 
by Captain Mniick imd twenty ei his mett^ tfai 
enemy now ran; some made Uieir escape, and otiiMi 
made to a sink4idte ^m^ is m the buttle troittiS» 
and (rem th»e they returned a most tbSfiA im; it 
being rery dangerous, to aj^>roach ii^uf^ ttiaia 
fifty steps of the ni^, weat l^bgth efiMed a fmm 
work, <m the tuiro wheels of a wag^n, and rescued 
upon moving it up to Ihe iedg^ of the sidk, to fire 
fifom behind, down into the sink and j^reserV^ us 
from theirs; We got U^ moving bi^Mry finiAed 
ab6ut suniel^ and iMTed it itp With a suCdIeut 
number ^ m^n behind it^ Whilst idl other posts 
round w^e su^Steiently goa^ded^ in ease they lii^uld 
be put to the route. 

^'W^ had not moved to Within less ttum t^ seeps 
of the smk, beforie tibey eomnMieed a fire, wUkA 
we returned at^very ^>portunity. Night eame o& 
and we were obliged to leave th^ ground, and de» 
dtoe the etpeetation of takhig them out witboctt 
nil^ nsa& €<nr mitfi^ wl^ we thought fiol a gMd 
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6JD6hsBgt 6ti our side. Doiihg tbe ^Mef of lAe 
battle another party of Indians commenced a bri* 
fire oh the fort. Captain €raig vrsn killed in tfie 
commencement of the battle, Liemt. Edwaid Spears 
at «ie moving of the breast work to the sink. The 
tauMtnng of the 35lh we retnmed to the ground and 
feteid ftve Indians killed and the dgn of a great 
•fiiany woimded, that had been taken off in the 
ni^. Hie aggr^te nmnber of kitted on otnr 
part is one eaptoin, one third lieutenant, and fiv^ 
privates; three wounded, one missing, o&e eitis^i 
Mlled and two wounded mortally." 

Maek H&wk slates that but el^leen tit his men 
werd m the sink with hint, and ttiat they dtig hoks 
In ^e sides of the bank, with their kirives> to pi^ 
(ect Ihem from ttie fite 6f thef Ammtaofst Some of 
-hfis^^varriors comatencdd singing their deatb sengs; 
%ttt li^^ several timesdllldd out to tfie emmy, if 
Imive men, to come <fewn and fight tiiem. He do- 
ecribet Hie wmgon-battery,' and jii ineffideney fn 
dislodging them from their depressed but sdfy sittih. 
Atk4i. His xetveat to tlK«fnk4i<rfe uhder-ihebir- 
»M»tanee8, was a so^d miiitarf movmient 
ILieiitenanl Drakeford havifig witibdrawn his ^neen, 
-Btedt Haivk and hi^pso^left thfttr intrantani^ 
afid tetumedby land) to their vi&tga 

Hie tribes of btcfianer on the MissMppiy irerfe 
notified in the Nearly part of Urn jef^^ 1^5^ thai 
peace had been concluded b^ween fiie Uirited 
^meb and £bglaiid. Most ^f those who had been 
4likag«d ii the war, ceaMd hoirtttitiM; ^ SWtt 
lUwki bdwtvar, nxA iliipUMod, ani 4Mw dttSbB 
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B»ttikwalmifi«, wete sot inoUiiod I0 bwrytbe Uma 
bawk Evan as late as the sprang of 1816, tbey 
committed^ depredationa. Some palliaticm for the«» 
otttragea may be fotiad in the iiot, that the BriteH 
on the north-west fiwuier, long after they weff 
officialiy notified of the peaoe, eontmued to evdle 
die Indians to acts of violenoe agamst the United 
^ates; and, indeed, participated in them likeifisa. 
It was in the spring of this year that tbej captued 
the gamsiHi at Pmirie du Chi^i, and instigate 
Black, Hawk waA his paiCy to attack some boalfl^ 
which were ascending the Mississippi to fliat pw^ 
with troops and proviuona. In this atlKk, Black 
Hawk was the leader. One of the bos^ wasrcafk 
iiw<ed a^d aevernl <^ the ciow killed* They uNte 
wmp^fed to return, aQ4 dropped down to tbt ikat 
mx Hm iqomA of the Sea Moyem nr^^ J^f^m^ 
ward £» their altaek opontbesfi hp^^i^Wtitk 
j^iwttf diairibttted mm anm^ die Indiana ^dgi^tlHl 
m the afidr^ tnd j<noed miih itmm im dattcing wmi 
Jwiatiog 

la May, Blaek Hawk and his paity^ bflrring^taiii 
agaia awmoBod by Iha Amarieanis to ^mike 
peaec^ O0aduded to dtaoend iim Miwasippb^lp 
PoitogadesKow^tomeel the .AomriCM OoilMWll 
aioners who were these f<»r that pnfpea^. Qpi4k(^ 
49ft of May, IS16, a tceaty <tf peaoa wub rngBupthy 
Ohdrki iklwards, anfl Cbotma m in^liatf of IM CNill^ 
States^ and the ^daafc aad wanoos pi the 8a«a <9f 
Aock Biiter^aod ftea^yicoift cowtiy* ^tR>.1hi9 iioMQr 
iHaidc Havk Wiaa ifaasby, Itwwgni^se^lhtTClUttr 
«lhliati«rtf tfa»tIiMy%tff9iaer^ntar UHk.viu: 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Jlw i Kwg ff Fort AmHirwi|^t-g^g»od %>irit #f Botk Irtmd-PiJiJb 
^ of Bl9ck Hawk't childr«ii— Yoang Sac offers to die in place •(hm 
^^ brotheiv-Black Hawk*f yisit to MaldeB— Whipped brtomewfaitei*- 
^ ^^V3iitttaettfeillMitilli«e*-8kckihidE*ktiA4vifh0OVM»r.C^ 
■I ^ ^a4ge HaU-*Sal0 of th» landi oo ^o<^ riTei^IiyllMt Mdfittd to 

reipoy^— Agreement to remoTe for six thousand dolIars-^Memorial of 
^•^fte'whito settlers to Go^rerMor RejntoMs-^TlMGoTeRier'U letters to 

General Clark and Qeneral Qai— »-Tbe lafar tsawtsiliffiipan Bm» 
.^ .racks withsix companies of the United States troops for Rock Island— 
^~Wt intanriemrith Black Hav«k— Call«tipoti the OorerBor of Illinois 
? Ar mIKtiiK>*^nto IntfaftsiriNMla^iMr ?i H if e ■ ft ^M yoC peiwta^df 
, ffith them— Official lettess to the w^ departroent-r-Sammv]r of th« 

canses which bronghl oti (his disliirt>8nc6 — Black Hawk*s atietopi to 
* i»nB4uian]ttiica«fxthoaiMrtribtt. 

^^Iftota the tveifrpof peaee^ bttiram Ab Unlid 
itmm smd tbe Ssi^ MJ^ of RoeknmBr^ a IBM, 
^ ^^ dOffiMMieeiMiit of hoitiiilios bufimat Aa0» 
fa^ti^ in l«32, «i^ ttfe Gf Blaek Hswk ateOm to 
Ait% fe«6n qiikit «ad moaotdiKmS) oeeaiionaliyr t«i. 
Ilei;^ by a w«rlike esMflskni, tat gmenUjr fluent 
itt i^mfkagy limu^itt^ie wiBter, «ni at foHainf 
ttbQtit feSs^iHi^ie, dui^ the anoMf!. Smdiy m*. 

M^«atl ptfiMitb mi IMe &sim ft*^ tbn^ acqisUtm 
i»P^{)^per«tjr, beyioiiddie wippfy oi> ll»ir inapBdmte 
"Wi^ tft6y» itttiro In vralkif tat *wo mMMB ot 
flM^b^loetiU^WKt mud Ab Mtfaaee^ .^Ebey ttke no 
^eitei«$t in t}»i dome^te affidis: nf OuHx AmSdm, 
terre li^6 4Mle IbrtheiHiXBaiti (^ Hpw»llMili| and, 
4f Mt tsigag^ ki hoctfle«Z0iHe8ioiu, in fixflovk^ Ae 
Itoei^y or k^fifitig die bee^ner^^tl^ Unit ititaiiil- 
\^tei iniietititf V it to fai|^ pidbeiaetiivt SAi)|r «f 
^4Mir«lMfeMiile»ixi^^ tlto{ 
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tion of tiiat knre of exdteme&t, \riakh ii an ix 
strtictible element of the buman miiid, than fieon 
any constitotional proneness to cruelty and Uoo^ 
HbBt They need both physicarand inteileetMl 
"excitation, and having none of the resources whidi 
fnental and moral enhwe throws open to cmliaed 
man, tfiey seek it in making wax upon eadi ottki 
or.i:q>OB the wild animals which share with Hmm 
the woods and die prairies. 

Subsequently to the treaty of 1816, and p^rfaaiNi 
iii-thatyMur, the go^rernment of the United Stades 
built Fort Armstrong, upon Rock Island, in dm 
Mississippi rirer, and but & few miles fiom the^isl^ 
Ifl^whMBlMlcHawkaadhManlresided. ISm 
jBeasme, though boI aotaoUy ^ppomAf was. i^ m 
flBsans aoosptaUe to tfae&L They imbaUsF didnit 
veMi Hm gmtnal irihmnces lap^ndsma^ oChQis 
white p o pah i tio n; tat ihsy aHeitaiaod, moveovsq^ 
aspeeblTegari&r this bsanfeiM isi«nd,^idBeii-ii 
justly »iisidai^«D0 of the fincBi in *e whole e»- 
4BPt of die M is s iaappL Urn fcrtUe, and prnfinsm 
mtty Tsiiefies of nutsaad finite, and beii^ in. Ihs 
ssfids ofifae..sireui, &e wataS: wbMi laro^iip 
shores, yield an abundaaoe irfeiNrilettt fish* {narik 
ditton «» cU'dtis, Ihey hiivott tAdUumafy beliei^ tfa«l 
Ae island wiL^ the Jurcaite xeaidsnee. of a 900! 
jpttiftradasfai dwelt JA a canf^im the loeks on wbiflb 
JPottAzflMMi^DowflCaiKla I^ ipirit Imd of tsft 
heea seen by lfaa&idia»i,lmt after the Msetioft oCtte 
-fon^ahinaid hy ^ nois^aBd jot^inie&of the whM 
imi^itmpmmi its fasaulifid, swai-likf iru«% 9^ 
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inckUKn; seir^raV of -thcan, but JtlackHiiwk was not 
loi^the partjr. About th» tiine, his eMetit son takk^ 
inoni aild died^ and wilkia a idi^rt period after** 
mmnSm^ he lost^ his yotmgast danger. This i|fflio» 
iiMi.senns to hare mada jbl de^ in^puemon ttpon 
fahh; a»dacf90fding to a €«urtom commem aoionf 
Aft IndMUKr, ha blamed his faoe, and for tiie tnmx 
b^ t#o jrears lived at home, itx mdmrnif iamking 
amter at taiA^dof, and eating boiled ttim bm spar- 
ittgfy^ m the evemng. In the wintisr of ISW^^M^ 
there waa.a dtstoitmhce between &e Slica and lo* 
mmyBf x»e of <he latter hamtg killed a young man 
telongmg to the fimner. Un^r die agreement oC 
afate coundl betwe^k these two tribes, the iM cmt 
len ^ appMni^iflie^rfmids of one who ltt4 been 
idUec^ by presenifi^ had beoni aboUdied, ^k«d «4^ 
fsity httl premised, thi^ in fotiuoy the snuxd^ror 
wkMiH bosmfsiidMoed up, that he niii^ be ponisbt 
^d-with de^. A pai^ of Saei^ of whtoh Bla^ 
Jfacwk wds one, agreed to vifit the Iov»y inil9§$ 
tfottUaioccftAon^aad'vrtitiiaboiti^ de|^, qaUal 
iillfta lodge of the young man who had oomwiitted 
Hw outrage, to taice hhn atong. He wns iridc» biHt 
flifll ready to actoinpany th^BiL His brother inter* 
iamd^ and ii»rted dutt ho.was too vm^nil to trnT** 
a)^4haA ho woiald himsrif go sod die hi his plaes, 
Midtfina^ set off with ttie psqrty* - Oa the seventh 
^%sib0f xeached the loway viUage. Thigr 4if. 
;jM0«hled asbortdistanee from it»«nd bid jbr^^w^ 
am^Qmt yoim^lbi4iie,whowept<:€Ahnlyfevw«l^ 
jfllm^ihigiip fais^ d si ^h wiifc ^tn A i |i |tf l;tai<iK;» 
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flMittiMlteof theiodgM. Oae ef ihe fo wy c U ifc 
irent imt to Bkek BaWk, who told kim the brotfisv 
bad come in the |)lace of the young man dial hdi 
eommitted the imurder, i» being nciL KacfcHurii 
and his patty, now moimted tiieir hoissa mad setoff 
on Aeir retutn; and casting their eyes towaste IM 
village^ saw the loways, aimed with speais and 
oMis, gathering aioaiid the fmmfF ipnmamt. M 
night die fetomkig {Mtfty, haiing slof^ed mad 
tfkidled a fire, were suddmly alanned by ibe 
tNmliing of hones. They faninefibaoly siood: is 
^hkit aitm, bnt wem soon ntieved^ by finding, m>> 
sieadjolf afoe/flieii^yonngbraveynidiinrtaaailintiie 
postesihm of two bosses. They aaeeHaiDed ibai 
Ae lowaySy at fluit thseatened faia wiih nastnt 
death) but flnaUy, changii^^ thm piBfpose, had 
given hisi sometl^ to oat, smolDed l^ pi{>efwil& 
Mm^ ftnd ^t^aenting faij^ wi& t«t> hones, Uf 
htm m&m hONM te sttfety. The genefons cmtebt 
of the ioways iB^hMmrving of ph^se, b«t tfae igatm^ 
I fiAie alFeisttdn of HA^ fcfon^ bsave, in nobly ToUb* 
ilOM^ftglodkinidiMof hkisidL beoOier, pmms 
OM df those mm wma ci 8el£.d€hK)^on, miUk 
#iOutd be held in resQttabrance. 

fo the fettowing aatonm) Kaok Hawk and sons 
43€ Ms band WMt oik a t^sit to their Biitishikther«t 
JUaldea and leeeiMd jfmamiBinmk him. ▲ nsoiid 
was given to Black {fai#k ibr his fid^ty tO:.lte 
fisftlA in Oie late w«r, and ho was jeqgnesiod ^ 
^em» ^p akuMMdly, so that pkuse^ ^irith his b«aa, 
<Md fOceiYe saeh presents^ as ind beeo^: pooriitisjMt 
4hMi vy etkomA W:$om§ wibsn dlMOf 
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rfiq^ik! foit68^ IlMise vute were xegnlarly ma^i^ 
kiis belkvedyfirom thai time down to the y«ctr 1^3?. 
il is ovring to this areumst&Dce that Blad( Hawk^s 
^pftTly has long bem knawn by the ^fptihtiofi o( 

'^the^Britii^Baiid.'^ 

« In the vit^tejT of 1892, Black Hawk a|id his par 
tf^ encamped on the Two-rivers, for the purpo^f 
itf huafhif , end while theie was so badly treated 
ibj some while txurn^ that his jHrejitdioes agieunst the 
a&iMfieaiis were ffm&f streiig^ened. He was 
accused of hafii^ kiUed the bogs of some s^ttlm^ 
who^maetiBg l^m one day in the w^ods^ wrestod 
bia gun from his hands, axul dischaigiBg k in the 

. mk, beat hwi so severely with stidcs that lor se?ei«l 
frills he was imable to sleep. They theo re^un^ 
ed him his gmi.ai»d tHoderedhim to leave the lu^j^ 
iboriMod. Of the pevpeir&tien of due outlay, th^ 
^ IMe dovbc, wtnle Ibe &et of Black Havkfs 
taviiig coimmtted the offence cjiaigied upoa hixoy 
jestSy at best> upon suq^dcm. Supposing him to 
jhare bera gpil^t ^^ ^ siaf^popit^ is at Taii« 
saee widi the whc^ tiHicNr of his intercourse wim 
ib&'wbiMy in was oa tUms part, one of those brutal 
«ppeiibi, to tsAfti l^w, vflmh aie bi^ too often psac* 
i^eed towards the Vidians; and which, when 
av^t^ped by them^ not unlrequent^ brings upon 
Aim BAtfo% the power aad the arms of Ae United 
4^iKtes. 

The enscpng sununer^ the expediency of a T&aa 
Wkl of the wboleAtf the Sacs and Foiies^ to the wrest 
Me f&t Ihe iSm^w^ww w^ xxf&a them 1^ 
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^ety as well as Keokuk, assCTtted to die reakntS 
The latter sent a messeng^ through the village in 
forming the Indians that U was the wish of thejir 
great Father^ the President, that they should ie« 
move, and he pointed out the loway river as pre- 
senting a fine irituation for their new village. Tliere 
was a party, however, among the Sees, ma^ txp 
principally of the «Britirfi Band,'* who were de* 
cidedly opposed to a removal; and they ctfBed up* 
t>n their old leader, Black Ha^vri^, for his opinion on 
tfie question. He took the ground that the land on 
which their village stood had i^ver been sold; that 
the AnoericaiBi had, therefore, ik> right to imist txp^ 
on the measure, and that as a matter <^ pohcy im 
was opposed* to it The old man was p^ohaiblf 
swayed in his deeision by another cause; He-Mt 
that his power in the tribe was wmning before thi 
rising popularity of Keokuk. Here Was m qmsUen 
<m whidi their people jeered in opii^n. Bf 
placing himself tit the head of one of fte partiee^ 
he ihight recover Us influence, <Mr at least sustask 
fiims^f against the overshadowing asdetidaney of 
his rival. He had ah interview witk Kedtok 14 
see if the matter could not be adjusted hvhh tbt 
lh*esident, by giving him other lands in eiechat^ 
for those oil which their villig* stood; ddfid die lafi^ 
ter promised to see the greslt cihl^f a^ St Loufe, tPk 
the subject. During the following winter, wWtt 
Black Hawk and his party 'were absem on a hunt- 
ing exp^ttton, several wliite femilfee' arrived- -flt 
Iteir village, dMStofed some of their Mg^ 
iiOiinMNibed>iQdrifiig ftMii^^t^K^^uirM 
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Btn-dc Hawk upon hearing of this voovmnerii, 
promptly returned to Rock river, and found hi^ 
own lodge occupied by the whites. He went to 
Fort Armstrdng and complained to the interpreter^ 
the agent being absent. He crossed the Misdssippi 
and travelled several days to COTiverse with th* 
Winnebago sub^gent, who concurred with the in- 
terpreter in.advimng the Sacs to remove to Keo- 
tnik's settlement on the loway. He then visited 
the^ jMOphet, Wabdkieshiek, or White-Cloud, whose 
opinions were held in much respect by the Sacs and 
Wkmebagoes. He urged Black Hawk not to remove, 
hvA to persuade Keokuk and his party to return t6 
Rock river, assuring them that if they r^nmned 
quietly at their village, the whites would not venture 
to disturb them. He then rejoitied his hunting party, 
and in the spring when they returned to their vil 
lage, ihsy found the white setders still there, and 
that the greater part of their corn-fields had been 
enclosed by fences. About itibt taae Keokuk visit 
ed Rock river and endeavored to penfuade the re^ 
Btminder of the Sacs to follow him to the loway. 
He had accomplished nothing with the gteat chief 
at St. Louis, in regard to their remaining at their 
Tillage, and as a.matter of policy, th&t peace might 
oe preserved, he wai warmly in firvor of the pro* 
posed removaL Black HaWk conMder^ it an act 
of cowardice to yield up their village nhd the gtaves 
of then: fathers, to stitogers, who had no right tbHii 
toil, and the breacb betwaeii EeioScuk and hhnseH 
was widened. ' 

tlxe wiute inumtoaWs eorrtinued i^^ 
5 I 
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98 Ura OF BLMtnt WAWB. 

Ihe S«e Tflkce \rdt the great ^otot oftttMetMt'w 
thenk K WM skoftted on the neck ef knd fotwMl 
by the junction of Bock river with the Miarisflfipi^ 
andbad bMi the chief Tillage of the tribe for mxtf 
at aeiftfoatf yeats. << Thdr worara had iHrokeQ IImi 
eiirfiu^ of die sonroonding prairie with.dieir hM% 
and Mdoeed with a kind c^flim^rpole fenoeynMOqr 
£etd8, vhioh were annitally cultiirated by ttxem^fo tbt 
tailing of com, beane^ potatoes and squashes. They 
bad also erected Mvoral hondred bo^is^ of Tariew 
dtmeosions, smne probably an handled ieet m 
Iragthby forty or fifty broad; wbi^ were oenstnio* 
ted of poles and forksy arranged so as to form a 
land of frame, which was th«i enclosed with the 
bark of trees, which, being peeled off and dried m^ 
^ra wei^ for the purpose of keeping it eaqpnnd^ 
ed# was afterwafds confined to the walla and roof 
by -means of eotd% ccmqposed of tfie bark o{ othet 
Heei. This indeed is a deli^^id qpots-^<m the 
north-west rolls ^he. majestic Mi^msippl, while the 
dark foi^ests which doAe the monerous islands of 
Rode river^ with its seTeral rij^pling streams on tht . 
south-eas^ form a ddigfatfiid contrast, which is renr 
dered still moire pleasing ficem the general decliFitjr 
of the snooimding conntry, as it -sinks ^^raduall^ 
away to the sho|es of these rivers, llus ancient 
vUIage had lileraUy become the grare-yard of Hm 
nation. Seu^y an indiTidnai epnld be found in 
the whole nation^ who bad not deposited die re* 
mains of some lelalive, in or near to this pk^pSt. 
Tliither the mother, with mournful and mrinnchaly 
step, annnaUy lepabed to jpf^a. tribute of 4Peq^ 
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ABd Icmd lazaaiiihsgiMrid0WB,jom9d the pieoeflRoa 
^gmf; «»i6tiiBe8^ in ^keik>Rlaiioe wit^ their own 
feeUiig!^iK) dtndyt, Imt always m pussuattce ef an 
jgimbUflhedenslOim of their fia|io%ft^ kxuM- 
fl(M»mL On tliese ioccBaions dMy oarefoUy dew 
mmy aviry ^qpettr of grass or ^ithar megotaUe, whkdi 
ttity ind growini^ n^dr thef^cwm^utA msSsM a»di 
t^qmiia «» ^Biay be Ifaought necMasary. ISief also 
lettrry to ^tlMr^gnve atana khld of Aod^ wtijch thay 
leaira th^a fdr the ^qarit <tf iba cboeaeed: load befoia 
4bey oolncitida theiie ^xamonks^ Ihey ofian, in a 
i^ry imtandiol^azid ianwHtisi^t»x>d, address tte 
dead/ anqidru^te^w ftey.&ia, and who, w whadier 
aay one perfeaais'far diem^aie kind offiasa of ne^ 
ar, 4ABMr i6ir w^; lx^€rther with nmny tiAier ei»- 
q»hies wMdi^a fiax^ iaongiBttiaa may bxppexi lo 
aaggeei. Itiis baing one ^f thavmst irapostoikt ra- 
JigfioUB ^tftbes, is s c ray Mlai riy ofasenred by all the 
better <*KW^thiafieopte.''* 

Tti& mhkm <trbo e^tahttted tlnniRhresat this 
fitaee^ In viblatieai of the laws «f ooi^r&ss,;uid the 
pro^ionli of the treaty irf! l^dMy committed <vami» 
s^gvassions iipoii Ifae Indians, sneh^as^slsroyin^ 
tbeir oom, kflUng their domestieanhnab, and whip, 
ping the wMmi and chadfan. Thay carried wtAi 
thMn^ as aftides ^ ttaAe, wlriskey a»l ether intox^ 
{eatk^ ifituors, »Eid by ^hstributing tfiem in the 
tribe, made drunkenness imd acenes of debandiery 
aaniinan. BlAck Ha^ and tilie other diitfs of the 

til * 'I I I I III! i ' I ll > iii i r ■ .,11 I I t 
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100 Un-eW BSACKHAITK. 

and especially in re§peurd to the introduction of spirit 
ttkous liquora among their people: and, upon one oo- 
earion, when a white man continued, openly, to 
aeU whiskey to tbem, the old chie^ takii^ with lum 
one or two companiona, went to his house, xoUed 
out the barrel of mdiiskey, broke in the head, and 
emptied its contents upon the ground, in presence 
of the owner. This was done, as he allies, from 
tile fear that soa» of the white peraons would ha 
killed by his people when in a state of intoxicationL 
Thus things wore on until 1827. During that win*, 
ter, while the Indians were making their perk>dical 
hunt, some of the whites, in the hope of expediting 
their remoral to die west side of the Mississippi, 
-set on fire, in one day, about forty of their lodges^.a 
numb^ of whidi were e^irely consumed. Wh^i 
the Indians returned in the spring and dejnandad 
aatis&K^n for the destruction of their property, 
they were met by new insults and outrages. 

In the summer of 1829, Blade Hawk happened 
to meet, at Rode island, with the late goyemor 
Ckdes, of whom he had heard as a great chi^ of 
minoiSj in ocmipany with ^^ another chier' as lie 
calls him-^udge HalL Haying foiled in his a{>*> 
peats to the Indian agents, for redress of the griey-^ 
^uioes of his people, he determined to apply to th^9 
two chiefs, on the subject, and accordingly waiti3d 
upon them for that purpose. 

<< He spoke of the indigoity perpetrated upon 
hixnseU^ (his haying b^n beat^i with.8ticka Jt>y. the 
tyhiies^ with tiia feeling that a reBpecml^le person 
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imong us would bare idiown under matiAx cyrcom 
ftances; and pointing to a black mark on his iace« 
Raid that he wore it as a symbol of disgrace. The 
eustoms of his nation requited,, that be should 
avenge the wrong that be had received, but he 
chose rather to submit to it for the present than 
mvojye them in a war. And this was tbe onljral- 
ternative, for if an Indian should kill, or even strike 
a white man, the aggression would be eagerly seiz- 
ed upon and exaggerated; the whole frontier popu* 
lation would rush to war, and the Indians would 
be hunted from their houses like wild beasts. He 
spoke of the intrusion upon their fields, the destrue* 
tion of their growing com, the ploughing up of the 
graves of their fathers, and the beating of their 
women; and added, ^ we dare not resent any of 
these things. If we did, it would be said that the 
Indians were disturbing the white people, and 
troops would be sent out to destroy us.^* We en-, 
fiuired,*^* why do you not represent these things to 
our government ? — the Presi4ent is a wise and a. 
good ruler, who woidd protect you.'* " Our great 
father is too fieir off, he cannot hear our voice.'' 
"But you could have letters written and sent to, 
him." "So we could,*' was ; his reply, ^but ttie 
' white men would write letters, and say that we 
told lies. Our great father would not believe an 
Indian, in preference to hia own children."* Black 
Hawk in reference to this interview, says, "NeUt 
{her of them could do any thing for us; but both 
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etUtently ap^aT^d verf sorry. It wotdd giTd HW 
great pleasure at all tines^ ta take these tire duett 
by the hand'' ' 

Under the eeveatfi article of the treaty made at 
iH Louis in 18M> ft is ivoYi^dtfiaf.«as tongas tfat 
tands whidi^ are now ceded ta the IfXaRed Slates re« 
main ttieir property, tfie Indians^ befenging to ibi 
said tribes, i^all enjoy the priyJage of lining and 
hunting upon them.^ It was not untQ the yeati 
1829, that any part of Ae lands upon Roek river, 
were brought into market by the United States. If 
follows as a matter of coarse, that all the whit^ 
settlers upon them prior to this period, were tres- 
passers, being there in violation of the laws of Con^ 
gress, and the pnmsicms of tfie treaty. Although 
the frontier settlements of Illinois, had not approach, 
ed w^m fifty or sixty miles of Rock river, and the 
lands for a still greater distance around it, had not 
been offered for sale, yet in this year, government 
was induced to make sale of a few quarter sections, 
at the mouth of Rock river, including the Sac vil- 
lage, llie reason for this uncalled for measure, is 
obvious — to evade the provisions of the foregoing 
treaty of cession, and create a pretext for the im- 
mediate removal of the Indians to the west side of 
<he Mississippi 

In the spring &( 1830, when Black Hawk and his 
band returned from tfieir annual hunt, to occupy 
tfieir lodges, and prepare as usual for raising their 
crop of vegetables, they found, that the land m and 
around their village, had been brought into market; 
and diat their old firiend, the tmder at llock Idand 
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tod pur:iiined a canndefaUe put id it TMrndt 
Hawkf greatly distoibed at tlM« new ooioict&toii of 
things, aiq>ealed to the i^ent at that jisMp who in^ 
formed him, that the lands havifig hse«. sold by 
goremaieat la mdiTiduaI% be sad his ptuty had no 
boger aay t^t to remain iqpon them* Black 
Hawk was still tmwiOing to ass^it td a romoTal^ 
and in the course of the suimner, he yisteed Maldeu 
to consult bis British father on the. subject, and re- 
turned by D^roit to see the great Ameru^an chiei4 
Qovemor Cass, residing there. Both of these per* 
sons told him that if the Indians b^d not sold tbfsir 
knds and would remain quietly uspQn them* tb^y 
would not be dii^urbed. Black Hawk, acting Ufon 
the assumption that the land on which their vilU^e 
stood, never had been l^;fdly sold to the United 
States, returned home determined to k^ep posaesinon 
of it. It was late in the £blU when he arrived: his 
people bad gone to their bunting grounds for the 
wint^ and he followed them* They m^e an un^ 
successful hunt and the season passed off in gloom. 
Keokuk again exerted bis ioflueiice to induce them to 
desert Black Hawk and remove to the lo way. Such, 
lK>wevev, was their attachment to their &vorite vil- 
lage, that the whole batid reti;icn€Ml to it in the spring 
•f idSi. The agent at Rock is^d forthwith notified 
Omoa ibsit if they did not remove frcun the land, 
troops would be sent by tb$ United States to drivo 
them o£ Bl^ Hawk says, be had a conference, 
about this tune, with the trader at Rock Island, 
who enquired of bim^ if spine termf could not be 
made, «pon which b^ a^d bis p^rty wouI4 9ffH m 
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Msovetotbe wottsidfloftheMmuBip^ T<MliMii 
ha r^fdied^that if his great ihther would do justiMi 
to diem iffid make tbe proportion, they would xe«3 
iQ0ve. He was asked by the trader, ^ if tbe gma>: 
chief at St. Lcmis would give ax thomaud dcrilar?^ 
to purchase provMons aud other atticle9/' if be: 
would giv« up peaceably and remove. To this bes 
agreed. l%e trader aocordmgly smit a message Uk 
the agent at St Louis, that Black Hawk, aad bis> 
whole band, could be removed for the sum of six 
thousand dollars, but the answer wa^ that nothing 
T^ould be given, and that if they did not remeive 
immediatdy, an armed foroe would be sent tc^ 
eompel them. 

The squaws had now planted their com, and it 
was beginning to grow, wten the '\Hi3ites agan^ 
cdnmienoed ploughing it up. OUaok Hawk at last 
determined to put a stop to these agressions iqK)Q 
hiii people, and accordingly gave notice to those wfao^ 
were perpetmting them, that they must remove^ 
forthwith, from his village. In the mean time, a£tee 
the return of the Indians, whidi took place in Aprils 
e^t of the white settlers united in a memorial to tb^ 
Executive of the state of Illkiote, in wtnch'they set 
fordi that the Sac Indians of Rock river had >< tfareatit 
ened to kill them; that they had acted in a moist out. 
mgeous manner; threw down their fences, turned 
horses into their corn-fields, stole their potatoes, say** 
ing ihe land was theirs and thtU the%f had noi told I 
iiy — although said deponents had pTirchased the land f 
of the United States^ govennnent: levelled deadlji 
weapons at the citizetis, and on son^ oecamoiu» bur^ 
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tion of their property/' tc &a Th^ memorial con^ 
dados trith the still moie startling outrage^ Uiat the 
said Indians went ^ to a faouse^ roQed oata bairel 
of whiskey aod destroyed if One of these eigh^ 
Spicted m^mdrsalistSy swore the other seven to the 
truth of their statements, and wiA an earnest prayee 
for immediate relief, it was placed before his Ex- 
cellency, oa the 19th of May. 

Hiis lotig catalogue of outrages, hacked by crtber 
memorials^ and divers rumors (rf border depredai 
dons, committed by ♦« General Black Hawk*' and bim 
« Bidtidi Band,'' called into immediate a(^km tti0 
patriotism and official power of the Grovemor. Un^ 
der date of Seville, May 26, 18S1, he writes to the 
miperintemfent of Indian a&irs, 6eii^»l William^ 
Cburk, at St. Louis^ that in <^der to protect the citi^ 
sens of Illinois, whidi he considered in a state of 
« actual invasion,'' he had calkd out seven hundred 
mfiitia to remove a band of Sac Indians, then re- 
siding at Rock river, imd be pledge iuj^aself to tha 
supenntendent, that in fifteen days he wiU have a 
force in the field, sufficient to ^^ remove- them dead 
or alive, over to the west side of the Mississippi." 
\ But to save all this disagreeable bustnete, his Ex* 
\ ooUency suggest to General Clark that perhaps a 
\ request from him to these Indians, to remove to the 
N^est «de of the river, w<n.ild efEect the ofa^ct of 
procuring peace to the citizens of the state. The 
Mler concludes with die magimnimous dedaration 

Ibattfiere is so diqpositfon on the part of tt» people 
.5* 
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of tbt ilali of Blmois to in^iie them oalbitiiiiaii^ 
ddudfid mvageay ^ if thay vill let us alone.'' 

Gfittoral Claric^ luider dale of St Louis, M Vixf^ 
ladly acknowledges the leoeipt of the above lettiav 
and says^ that he had abready made «yery efibft \m 
his pover, to get all the IndiaBS vho had cedecb 
their laads to remoTe. 

On Ae same day, sadi Biay, 18S1, Ooir^riB^ 
RejmoMs writes to General Gaines, then at St^ 
Louis, that he had leceived infimnation that Black 
Hawk and his band had invaded the state of Hli- 
nois; and that he had called out seven hundied^ 
Uoops to meet them. General Gkiines, cm the ddth 
of May, Empties to his Excellency that he had eiw 
dered six companies of United States troops from 
Jefferson Barxacks to Rock Island, and that they 
would be joined by four other companies fiom 
Prairie des CSuens, making in all ten companies; a 
jforce whidi he deemed sufficient to repel the in 
vasion and give security to the frontier: That if tfaa 
residue of the Sacs and Foxes, or other tribes, 
should unite with the band of Black Hawk, he 
would call on his Excell^icy for some militia, but 
did not than deem it necessary. 

On the aoth of May, the troops, accompanied by 
General Gaines, left JeJferson barmcks, in a steam 
boat, for Fort Anmitrong; and upon Uie 7th of 
June, tfie commanding gmeral held a counial on 
Bode ii^land, at whidi Blac^ Hawk and some of 
his braves were present Keokuk, Wa-^4o and 
other diis& from the west sicte of the MissiaEdi^. 
were also in attendance. When the coundl was 
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opened^ Gmeml Gaines rose and stated thai the> 
President was displeased with the refusal of the 
Saes'of Rook river, to go to the right bank of the 
lifississippi, that their great father wanted only that 
irhich Was reasonable and right, and insisted that 
tiwy shooU remove. Mack Hawk replied^ in sub« 
stance, that the Sacs had never sold their lands and 
were determined to hcdd on to their village. Gen 
^al Gaines inquired, ^ who is Black Hawk ? Is he 
a chief ? By what right does 1^ appear in council V^ 
- No reply was made; Bla(^ Hawk arose, gather 
ed Ids blanket around him, and stalked out of the 
co^UK^ roooL On the following morning he was 
again m his sei^, and wl^n the council was opened, 
he arose and said, ^ My fkther, you inquired je^ 
leKday, «who is Kack Hawk? why does he sit 
aau>ng the chieft V* I will tell you who I am. 
I am a Sac, my father was a Sac — I am a warrior 
and so was my father. Ask Aose young men, wtM> 
h«ve followed me to battle, and they will tell you' 
wiu> Bla<d: Hawk is — provoke our pec^le to war, 
a&d you will learn who ]^ack Hawk is.^' He then 
sat down, and nothing more was saM on the sub- 
ject.^ "Hie result of this confi^rence was, tlmt Black 
Hawk refused to leave his village, and that General 
Oames informed him and his party, if they were 
not on tilie West ri^ of the Mississippi within a few 
days, he should be compelled to remove them by 
ibrce. Tlie (General anxious, if possibto, to efieot 
the object without bloodshed, deemed ft expedient 
to increase his forces, tlmt the Indians might be in« 
titniritrtdlj and thus hidnced to sulMidJt; <MP/in case^ 
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of a resort to ho^lo measures, that he might t)e 
fatty prepared to act with efficiency. He according* 
ly caUed upon the Goyemor of Illinois ft>r som^ 
militia, to co-operate with the United St$ites' troops 
under his command. On the 25th of June, Govet^ 
nor Reyiiolds, and General Joseph Duncan with 
1600 noounted militiamen, principally volunteers^ 
reached Bock yiYcr.. On the morning of ti^ 26th, 
Creneral Graines with his combined forces, took i:k>s- 
session of the Sac village withotit firing a gun or 
finding an Indian; the wliple party, with thenr 
wives and diildren, having carossed over the Missis- 
mppi the previous n^ht. On the following day 
they were found on the we^t bank of that stream^ 
encamped und^ the protection of a wliite flag. 

On the dOth of June, General Gaines and 6over« 
nor Reynolds signed a treaty of eapitulatbn ana 
peace, with Black Hawk, Pa-siie-pa4iow, Wee- 
sheat, Kah*ke*ka^9fiah, and other diiefs and head 
men of the British band of Sac Indians, and theur. 
old allies of the Winnebago, Pottawatamie and 
JKickapoo nations. The preamble to this treaty is 
worthy of preservation. It is in these words. 

*< Whereas, the British Band of Sac Indians, 
have in violation of the several treati^, entered 
into between the United States and the Sae and 
Fox nations, in the year 1804, 1816 and I8d5, coil* 
imued to remain up<m and to ciiltivate the lands 
on Rock river, ceded to the United States by said 
^eades, after Uie said lands had been sold by the 
United Stated, to individual citi;Eens of Blinois^ and 
i^er ^tes:. and whereas the said BrHidi fond^/" 
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Sao Indians, m order to sustain their pretensions to 
continue upon said Rock river lands, have asmim« 
ed thd attitude of actual hostility towards the Uni 
ted ^tes, and have had Ac audacity to drive citi- 
zens of the state of Illinois from their homes, de*. 
troy their com, and invite many of their old friends 
of the Pottawatamies, Win&ebagoes^ and Eicka- 
poos, to unite with th^m the said British band of 
Sacs, in war, to prevent their removal from said 
taucts: and whereas many of the most disorderly 
of these several tribes of Indians, did actually Join 
the said British band of Sac Indians prepared for 
war against the United States, and more particular- 
ly against the state of Illinois; from which purpose 
they confess nothing could have restrained them, 
but the apprehension of force far excefeding the 
combined strength of the said British Band of Sac 
Indians, with such of their aforesaid allies, as had 
actually joined them; but being now convinced 
that such a war w'ould tend speedily to annihilate 
them, they have voluntarily abandoned their hos- 
tile attitude and sued for peace/^ Therefore, &c 

The first article stipulates that peace is granted 
by the United States to the &itish Band of Sac In- 
diaiis — the second that they are required to submit 
to the chiefs of the Sac and Fox nations, who reside 
on the west side of the Mississippi— the third that 
the United States guaranty to them the integrity 
of their lands west of that river under tfie treaties 
of 1825 and 1830 — the fourth that the said British 
Band shall not trade with any nation Init the XJi^ 

I0d Stales-— tbsi.t the United l^ates liave a right to 

K 
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eountry-^he sixth tbat thftcbieft and head men of- 
the Sa^ and Fox nations shall eplGorce the f^TW 
ions of this treaty— «nd finally tbat p&ngEnmu^ 
peace and friendship be estaUiidied betwe^i the 
United States and the said Bitish Band <tf Sac lo^ 
diansi and that the liftter are not to return to tfao^ 
east side of tito Mississippi without the perarnsBjOfT' 
of the f<»iner. 

The commanding General, under date of sixtfi irf* 
July, 1831, infimns the war departments that, <« The 
^nounted volunteers, the regulars^ two pieces of aar- 
tillcry, and some musquetry and riflemen^ induced 
the Indians to abandon the village before our arri^ 
al, without firing a gun* Deserted by dieir allies^ 
this disorderly band was left alone to seek security 
m a speedy flight to the right bank of the Mississip- 
pi, where they were found the next day, under thp 
protection of a white flag/' Governor Rej^iolds 
in his official despatch to the same department, un- 
der date of Belleville. 01 7th July 1B31. says: 

^ Tlie Indians with some exceptions, bom CaUf* 
ada to Mexico^ along the ncnrthem fronti^ of the • 
United States, are more hostUe to the whites, ibM 
at any other period since the last war; particukufy 
the band of Sac Indiana, usuaUy and truly called the . 
*^ British Band,'' becamie extremely ui^riendly to 
the citizens of Illinois and odi^s. This band bad 
determined for some years pai^ to remain at aU 
hazards, on certam lands which had beeoi pinrchaspd 
oy the United States, and afterwards soioe <tf tbsjP^ 
•old to private individuals by the gmexdl govern . 
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msm. * T^ ateo detarmioed io dtire off the citi- 
j^fns from this dkpated territory. In order to effect 
tibSs ol3^ty they coomiitted various outrages on the 
fN^fCMts W prop^tty of the citizens ot this state, 
mi^t thb band migi^ the niore effectnaily reidst all 
Ibite tfiat rfOxM be emptoyled agaiiat them, they 
If^ted with many other tribes to combine togetfier 
Wt the purpose of ielid^ tfus British Band to con- 
tinue ih possesiiiofi of the country in question.^ 
O^iieral William Clai^, Ae Indian agent at St. 
I^buis, in hb official communication to the depart- 
mefot, says, «Tlie disaffected 9eM were depending 
for kn increase to their number firom the dtsoontent- 
1^ parts of the Kickapoos, Pottawatamies and 
Winnebagoes,^ and that they exhibited a daring 
opposition, &c. &c 

From the tone and pomposity of these docu- 
ments, commencing trith Governor Reynold's an- 
ndhciation to Oeneral Clark, that Slinois was in a 
a^te of " actual invasion/* and endmg with the let- 
ters to the war department, jUst cited, it might ap- 
pear, to one not familiar with the ffitcts in the case, 
^ihnt a powerful confederacy of wariiko Indians, af- 
ter years of secret preparation, had made a sudden 
and bold descent upon the state of Illinois, and 
were about to carry War and deisKiIatibn throughout 
the frontiers — to make the heavens lurfd with the 
conflagration of dwelKng houses, and the air reson- 
ant with the wails of women and children sinking 
beneath the murderous tomaha^vk: and, that this 
Imixded horde of northern savage, had been suc- 
taitfully met; captured or'Sis^pej^^ by fbe patriots 
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Ism, valor and ovtrwhehmng ponder of tl» coii*. 
bined army of the United States andtbe mUitia of 
Illinois! And yet, will it be credited by po^erity, 
.that this <^ actual invasion'^ of the state, fier^ and 
appalling as it has been represented; consisteS 
simply in thid: a part of the Sac tribe of Indiuis, 
residing within the boundaries of Illinois, at their 
village on Rock rrrer, where they were bom and 
had lived all their lives, refused to give up their 
corn-fields to some white men, who had purchased 
-the same, under a sale made by the government of 
the United States for the purpose of a technical 
evasion of one of its own treaties. In sb<nt, thta 
far, it was littie more than a neighborhood quarrel 
between the squaws of the "British Band'^ of In^ 
dians, and a few white settlers,— rmost of whom 
were there ilx violation of the laws of the coimtry 
— about the occupancy of some corn-fields, whidi^ 
from time immemorial, had been annually cultivate 
ed by the Indian women. Black Hawk became 
excited by these outrages, as he deemed them, up^ 
on the rights of his pe<^le; but instead of killing 
every white man in his vicinity, which he could 
have done in one night, he simply commanded 
them to leave bis village: and threatened in ease 
they did not, to remove them by force. Such is th^ 
substance of the " actual invasion'* of the state of 
Illinois, by the British Band of Sac Indians. 

It is alledged, however, by the defenders of this 
jnemorable campaign, that this band of Sacs hady 
in violation of the treaties of 1804, 1816 and 1825^ 
c<mtinued to remain upbn and cultivate the lan4 
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mt Rock meat, eeded to the United Stutos, after it 
liad been sold by the United States to individ- 
ual citizens of Illinois and other states — that they 
had refused positively to remove to the west 

-miie of the Mississippi — ^that they had endeavored 
to persuade some of the neighboring tribes to 

*iuute with them in defending this land against 

'the rightful occupancy of the white purchasers — 

.that they had << threatened to kill" them — ^ thrown 
4own their fences''— -on <<some occamons ^hurt'' 

Niaid settlers — ^< stole their potatoes'* saying they 

^had not sold these lands — otherwise ^ acted in 
a most outrageous manner/' and finally, in the 
words of the capitulation on the 30th June, 1831, 
^ assumed the attitude of actual hostility towards 
the United States, and had the audacity to drive cit- 

-izens of the state of Illinois, from their homes." 
Admitting these allegations to be true, what may 

•be said in behalf of the party agamst which they 
axe made ? It may be replied, that under the treaty 
of 1804, the Indians had an undoubted right to 
<<live and hunt" upon the land ceded by that trea- 

' ty, so long as it remained the property of the Uni. 
ted States: that as early as 1823-4 the whites had 
intruded upon the land on Rock river around the 

^ principal village of the Sacs and Foxes — the Uni- 
ted S^tes neglecting to have these intruders remov- 
ed, as by the treaty they were solemjily bound to 
do: that these whites frequently beat the Indian 
men, women, and children with sticks, destroyed 

^ their com fields, distributed whiskey among thera, 
•^ xhoated them outof their furs and pdtriet attU^m 

x2 
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one oeositm^ ^wiMi Ihe Indians irere mha^B^ 0a-:a 
hunting ezconion) aet fire to some thirty c»r forty of 
their lodges, by whidi many of them w&ce totally 
destrojred. 

These outrages were perpetrated before a sk^ie 
acre of the land upon Rode rinar, had been sefal 
by the United States, and when in fdidy the r^nbur 
frontier setdements of ntinois, had not approacfaed 
within fifty miles of the Sac Tillage. Consequent- 
ly they were conmiitted in express violation of 
the most solemn treaties and of the laws of the 
United States, for the protection of the Indiaos. 
In 1629,clearly with a view, on thepart of Uiose who 
brought about the measure, of evading the fbece 
of thatartide of the treaty of 1804, which permiltad 
the Indians to live and hunt upon these lands , so iM g 
_as^y remained the property of the United BlBlai, 
a few quarter sections were soM, on Rode r iver^ in- 
duding the Sac village. New inscdts and outzafes 
were now offered to the Indians, and they were 
again ordered to remove, not finun the quarter sec- 
tions whidi had actually been sold, but to fhe 
west side of the MississqppL Against dns, they »- 
monstrated and finally refused, positively, to be 
driven away. The ronUs of ^his refusal hsave al- 
ready been shown in the narration which has been 
•mwfe of ^ events,foUowing upon the «aoliisl in- 
vasion '' of the state of lUinois, in the spring of 
1831. But it has been said that tliese Indians en 
deavored to form an alliance with some of the 
Mighboring tribes to defend their lands. Tliere is 
CO doubt dMtt muii Hawk labinad la 
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Kedbdi and die Sae bdiMt lemdmg "Wiib. Idm^ to 
^ ratum to the eaat side of the MissiMppi and assist 
in delbiidiiig their vmage. His effort to mute with 
faimy in alliance against the United States, the Win- 
ndbagoesy Pottawotamies and Kickapoos, was pro- 
bably £)r the same object^ though the case is not 
w deariy made out Mr. Sdioolcraft in his << Nar 
laltTe'^ sp^ks of a war message having been 
tamsmitted to the Tordi lake Indians, by Black 
H«wk, or Ms coimsellors, in 1830, and repeated in 
' -the two siKceeding yean; and adds that similar 
commnnications were made to other tribes, llie 
Jd^ssage, onrtinties Mr. Sdioolcraft, was very equiv- 
ocal* It invited these tribes to aid Uie Sacs in 
:^htiiig their enemies. Whatever may have been 
the ob|ect, no success attended the ^ort Other 
n»fives than that of retaining posdesdon of these 
lands, may liave prompted Black Hawk to sedc 
this alliance. Being an ambitious, xesdess man, be 
may have thougl^ it expedient to do aom^hing lo 
keep faimsetf in power with his peopku A milita- 
ry campaign is occasionaily a fortunate ctroum- 
atance for a politician, wbetfier his Ain be red or 
white. Grui^wder^iiqiulaxity is of equal kupoi^ 
lance to the cHeb txf the Sacs and the <dae£i of the 
SlinL An ^ actual invaskm '' of ^ state*— which, 
in these modem &nes, is snppesed to consist in 
« levelling deidly weap<n38'' at the inbabitonCs 
tl^reof, and ^stealing their potatoes,^ is quite a 
whid-fitH to political aspirants. 

That the Britirii Band of Sac Indkns cheriAed 
A($ ftallBg of active hostiUty towaadi ihawbtlii^ 
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lliat hau baen attributod to ttMmy HMy wA hi 
questioned. That they weie prov^tdced to a fceUe 
assertion of tteir rights by the injnstiee o{ oaf 
goTemment and the laiHesa conduct of the white 
aetdefs auKmg them, is unqpiestionably true. But it 
diould be recollected, that from the period ai thea 
treaty with the United States^ in 1816, to A« 
capitulation in 1831, they had not killed one dam 
people. Fpr a number of years prior to 1631, tha 
Americans had constantly passed through th^ 
country, unarmed, carrying with them lasga 
amounts of money and of goods, for the trade al 
the lead mines: and yet not one of these travetten, 
deeping in the woods and the Indian lodges^ had 
been molested in perscm or pn^rty. For aeyeml 
years, the whites residing at and around the Sae 
village on Rock rirer were trespassing iq>on tbaa^ 
Indians, for the purpose of driving them to the ^ 
aide of the Mississii^i, but still ttie tomahawk ^ 
not raised for retaliation. If Blade Hawk and hi0 
party, had really intended to resort to arms, wh6 
that understands the Indian character, can douhl 
for a moment, that they wouU have ^ruck a de* 
cisive blow,and murd^rad evefy white settler up<m 
Rock rivmr, before General Gaines ascended the 
Mississippi ? After our army readied Fort Arm- 
str^mg and XJeneral Gaines had hem informed by 
Black Hawk that he would not r^nove, he gave 
orAidn to his braves, that if the American war diief 
came to the village to force them away, not a gim 
should be fired, nor any reristanoe offered; Imt that 
*ltey must renain^uietly in tfaeit lodges aad.Jetjthe 
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war ddef kill Uiem if he diose. Under these dr- 
eomstances, it is as difficult to believe that Black 
Hawk and his band seriously Intended to make 
war upon the whites at that time, as it is to admit 
ttiat tiie United States had a right to force the In- 
Hians to remove to the west side of the Mississippi* 
because a few quarter sections of the land at the 
laouth of Rock river, had been prematurely sold; 
While millions of acres around, were stiH the pro- 
perty of the United States, and as mich, under the 
ffeaty of 1804, the Indians were expressly permitted 
to live and himt upon theuL 

In the course of this narrative, frequent mention 
lias been made of the leading chief of the Sac na« 
tidn, who is highly distinguLdied by his influence^ 
pacific character and fine talents. The relation he 
tasrtains to Black Hawk and his band, eonnieets 
Mm directly vri&i our narrative. On this account, 
as well as to gratify the interest which is felt in his 
history, the succeeding diapter will be occupied 
with a Inrief sketch of the life and adventures df 
Keokuk, the Watdiful Fox. 
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KEOKUK, 

THE WATCHFUL FOX 



CHAPTER V. 

K«okak*t birth — ^Kills a Sioux when fifteen j««n old— PrcTeafs 4m> 
ftbendonment of the S«c village — Bold maoaeavre with the Sioux-< 
jj^frilt hi» ia« fir fSi# mitif of liii peo ple Speech to the Wuu 4 
niiniet at Prairie des Chiens— Called upon fo lead hb bvarea to joipi 
in the Black Hawk war — Allays the excitement of his peopU on this 
•abject — Deposed from his poM as head chief and a yotntf nsan «1^* 
•d m bis p k ce— I U^estabKihed in power^Deltvera up fak naph€w le 
th« whites to be tried for murder^— Letter to the Governor of lllinofa 
— Conncil at Washington in 1837— Retort! upon the Sioux— Hti 
viiit to Boston— His retuni hooM— His personal lypta mnco ■ A»l 
hh chantcter as a war and peace chiet 

It ui no easjr ta^ to present in a sutisfacloff 
vemamh & biogiaphical sketch of aa Indian. Haip^ 
#]rer erentfid his life may have been, itisonfy.f 
Uvf of the mofe prominent of his deeds which b%- 
^me known tp the worU; while the minor lo^ 
dents, tibose otnall matters, whidi make np the s«pi 
of himian character, pass unobserved by his ana- 
panions, or if noticed, are soon forgotten. Thti 
subject of the present chapter, is yet in the meridian 
of life, high in power, and in the enjoyment of a 
distinguished reputation. Yet the materials lor 
estimating his character, and for tracing his pro* 
gress, step by step, from the obscurity of a private 
station to the most honorable post in the nation 
over which he now presides, are neither full nor 
satis&ctory. Barely enou^ is known of him^ 
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Itom^out the United States, to create the desire 
to know more; and it is to be regretted that the- 
loeans of gratifying this laudable curiosity, are 
not more abundant. 

Ke<dnik is a native of the Sac nation of Indians, 
and was bom near or upon Rock river in the north 
western part of what no w constitutes the state of 
lUtiioiSy about the year 1780. He is not a hereditary 
chief, and consequently has risen to his present ele- 
vation by tte force of talent and of enterprize. He 
began to manifest these qualities at a very early 
pemd of his life. While but a youth he performed 
^LB act, whidi placed him, as it were by brevet y in 
the ranks of manhood. In the first battle in which 
lie engaged, he encountered and killed a Sioux 
warrior, with his spear, while on horseback; and 
•• the Sioux are distinguished for their horseman^ 
Aip, this was looked upon as so great an achieve* 
wmt, that a public feast was made in commemora- 
tion of it, by his tribe; and the youthful Keokuk, 
was forthwith admitted to all the rights and privi- 
leges of a Brave. It was further allowed, that ever 
i^erwards, on aU public occstsions, he might appear 
tm horsebads:, even if tibe rest of the chiefs and 
^teaves were not mounted. 

- During the late war between the United States 
and (keat Britain, and before Keokuk was entitled 
to take his seat in the councils of his nation, an ex- 
pedition was sent by our government, to destroy the 
Bidian viUage at Peoria, on the Hlmois river. A 
jumor reached the Sac village, m which he resided^ 
urn thki «igpeditioawas also la t»atk Obm Sftcs, 
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and t!ie whd.e tribe was thrown into constemiitfon 
The Indians were panic stricken, and the cotmci} 
hastily determined to abandon their village. Keo- 
kuk happened to be standing near the council- 
lodge when this decision was made. It was no 
sooner announced than he boldly advanced to the 
door and requested admission. It was granted. 
He asked leave to speak, and permission was given 
him. He conunenced by saying he had heard with 
deep regret, the decision of the council — ^that he 
himself was wholly opposed to flight, before an en« 
emy still distant, and whose strength was entirely 
unknown. He called tlie attention of the councS 
to the importance of meeting the enemy in their 
approach — of harassing their progress— -cutting 
them off in detail— of driving them back, or of nobly 
dying in defence of their country and their homes., 
" Make me your leader,** he boldly exclauned^ 
<<let our young men follow me, and the pale-faoes 
shall be driven back to their towns. Let the oM 
men and the women, and all who are afraid to 
meet the white man, stay here, but let your braveb 
go to battle." Such intrepid conduct, could naol 
fail to produce its effect upon a race so exdtaUe u 
the Indians. The warriors with one voice, de^i^ 
ed they were ready to follow Keokuk; and he was 
at once chosen to lead them against the miens]^ 
It turned out, however, that the alarm was fgita&f 
but the eloquence of Keokuk in the council, and Mft 
energy in preparing for the expedition, {^oed fak& 
at once in the first rank of the braves. "; 



y Google 



""^T^ 



SXfiTCIHM OF KEOKUK lil 

Mmiy much increased, by the skill and promptness^ 
with which he met a sudden emergency on the 
battle field. With a party of his braves, Keokuk 
was hunting in the country which lies between the 
re9idence of the Sacs and that of the Sioux, betwixt » 
whom, for many years, a deadly hatred had ex* 
sted. Very unexpectedly, a party of the latter 
veil mounted, came upon them. The Sacs were 
flso on horseback, but their enemies being superior - 
iKirsemen and fully equipped for war, had a decid* 
ed advantage. There was no cbrert from behind 
which the Sacs could fight, and flight was impos^ 
sible* Keokuk's mode of defence was as novel as 
iagenious. He instantly formed his men into a* 
compact circle, ordered them to dismount, ibid take 
riieher behind their horses, by whidi movemi^t- 
tliey were protected from the missiles of the SiOux, 
and at the same time placed under drcums^anees 
m which they could avail themselves of their stipe* 
nority as marksm^i* The Sioux, raising the war- 
whoop J charged upon their entrenched foe with- 
ffeat ftnry, but wese received with a fire so de* 
ftroctive tfiat they were compelled to*iall back.. 
TbB attack was repeated but with the same result 
'lbs horses ooukl not be forced iqion those whppe 
gfitm vem pouring forth voIUes of. fire and smokei 
iNid Jifier several unsuccessful attempts to break-the - 
Ijtgm^ the Siottx x^^teated with comoderable loss. , ^ 
,^AtM> BdbwmpmalL perifii, .duBdug a cessation of 
bttSliUtiei bstwesQ ibme tribes^ the Sac9 bad gops 
tm^t$^^mmm to b]mt.fauffik]o,.lwriiig thm yUlage 
buttfii^itiy'piMNiM b7bfw« Durmg die bont^ 
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Kaokwk and his band, rmexpectedly i^roached an 
racan^Mnenl of a large number oi Sioux, painted 
for war, and evidently on their way to attack his 
Tfllage, Hi4 own braves were widely acattered 
ora the extensiTe plains, and coukl not be q>eedi. 
ly gathered together* Possessing the qpirit of a 
feariesto and generous mind, he instantly resolved 
upon the bold expedient o( tbrowmg hunself b^ 
tween die uBpeoding danger and tiis people. Un- 
attended, he ddibeimtely rode mto the camp ^ his 
enemy. In the midst of thdr lodges rose the war- 
pole, and aronnd it the l^onx w^e dancii^, aiil 
partakmg of those fiioee exeitemirats, by means df 
wfaidi the indtans usually pi«far9 themselves iox 
batde. U happsaed that rev^eigs iqpon the Sa<ai 
constknted the burden of their songs, at the mo- 
ment of KecdEuk's approach. He dashed inip ^ 
midst ei them and boldly demanded to see their 
dii^ «Ihaveootte,'^saidhe,<<lolet you k^w 
that there axe imitesa in your camp: Aey hav^ lold 
me dial you are pafq^anng to attack my villa^^: I 
knowtiiey tdd me lies, fi» you ccnldBot^ afiisr 
smoking ^ pipe of peace, be so inise as to oatedior 
my womm and eh&dmi in my absenoL Nmebuft 
cowaidswMldbeguiteyof sueheonducf When 
the first feeling of ama ae me nt began to 
the Siom: ciow4id arotmd hSm isna manner 
ing a d^ermimaidn to^ seiie his paaoo^ aad Iheif 
had already laid bold of hie )ag% whan ha adAftd^ 
ui a loud voice, << I supposed A^teld me. liai» baft 
if what I have heasd is tnie, then the Sneaasfrnuu 
dy fer you.^ Witi^ i^ soMei «ibn^:ba daihid 
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.adcte those who had seized him, plunged tm spms 
.into his gallant horse, and rode off at full speed. 
Several guns were discharged at him> but fortunate- 
ly without effect: a number of the Sioux warriors 
instantly sprung upon their horses and pursued 
hiip, but in vain. Keokuk, on horseback, was in 
his element; he made the woods resound with the 
war-whoop, and brandishing his tomahawk in de- 
fiance of his foes, soon left them far behind, and 
joined his little party of braves. His puisuers, 
fearful of some stratagem, gave up the pursuit, af- 
ter having followed him for some distance, and 
retired to their camp. Keokuk took immediate 
< steps to call in his braves and speedily returned to 
protect his village. His enemies, however, finding 
themselves discovered, abandoned the contempla- 
ted attack and retraced their steps to the|r own 
country. 

The eloquence of Keokuk and his sagacity in the 
civil affairs of his nation, are, lik^ his military tal- 
ents, of a high order. One or two cases in whicb 
these have been exhibited, are wortliy of being ro 
.^rded. A few years since, some of his warrioM 
fell in with a party of unarmed Menominies, a.( 
Prairie des Chiens, in sight of fort Crawford, and 
murdered the whole of them. Justly incensed at 
this outrage, the Menominie3 prepared to take up 
arms against the Sacs, and prevailed upon ^ 
Winnebagoes to join them. For the purpose of al- 
laying the rising storm, the United States* agent, at 
jPraine des Chiens, General Street^ invited the sev^- 
4U par^ to a council at that place for the puxposa 
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of adjamkis die difficulty, without a resort te amfti 
They accordingly, out of respect to the agent, assem- 
bled at fort Crawford, but die Menominies refused, 
sternly, to hoM any conference with the Sacs on the 
sttl^ect Kec^uk told the agent not to be discour 
aged, for he would adjust the difficulty with then 
before they separated, in de^ite of their prejudi 
oes and their positive refusal to treat: He only adc 
ed an importunity of meeting them face to fiice ki 
the council4odge. Tlie tribes were Inrought to- 
gether, but the Menominies persevered in their deter- 
mination to hold no conference with the Sacs. Hie 
negociation proceeded, and a frien(Uy feeling was 
re-established between the Winnebagoes and thu 
Sacs. Keokuk then rose and with much deliberfei 
tion, began his address to the Menominies. At 
first they averted their faces or listened with 
looks of defiance. He had commenced his spee<ii 
without nnoking the pipe or shaking hands, which 
was a breach of edquette; and, above all, he was 
the chief of a tribe that had inflicted upon them an 
injury, for which Uood alone could atone. Under 
these discouraging circumstances, Keokuk proceed- 
ed, in his forcible, persuasive and impressive maii- 
ner. Such was the touching diameter of his a^ 
peal, sudi the power of his eloquence, (hat the fea- 
tures of his enemies gradually relaxed; they listen- 
ed; they assented; and when he condnded by re- 
markmg, proudly, Imt in a conciliating tone, ^ I 
eame here to say tfiat I am sorry for the impru- 
dence of my young men; I came to make peace; 1 
now offer tou the handof EeekiA; w^ #91fefiMt 
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11?^ ibe7t08ecMieby<HiefmdaGee;pl^1|»proiiar* 
ed grasp.- 

In the late contest between ibe United Stftt68 aad 
Black Hawk's band, Keokidc and a majority ot the 
Sacs and Foxes, took no part Black Hawk made 
several efforts to induce them to imite against 
the whites, which they were strot^y Indiaed to 
do, not only firom their love of war and of plunder 
but on account of tiie injustice with wti^very 
many o( d^m believed they had be^ tfeated by 
the people of fhe United l^tes. It required all of 
Keokuk's influence and moderation to prevent the 
whole nation from enlisting under the Black Hawk 
banner. He requested the agent of the American 
Crovernment to send to his village, on the west i^de 
of the Mississippi, a white man who understood the 
Sac language, and who might bear witnesis to his, 
Keokuk's sincerity and fsdthfulness to the whites. 
Such a person was sent Hie exdtement raised 
by Black Hawk and the war in which he was 
engaged, continued to increase among Keokuk's 
people. ^ He stood on a mine, liable to be explo« 
ded by a single spark. He was in peril of being 
slain as the friend of die whites. He remained 
calm and una wed, ruling fak turbulent little state 
with mildness and firmness, but at the constant risk 
of his life. One day, a new emissary arrived fix>m 
Black Hawk's party. Whisicey was intriDduced in- 
to the camp, and Keokuk saw that the crims was at 
hand. He warned the white man who was hb 
guest, of the impending danger, and advised him 
o conceal himseUl A scene of tumult ensued. 
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I)» eoatMury aigoke of blood that had been «he|! 
—of their relations being driven from their huulr- 
ing grounds— ^)f recent insults*--of injuries long in^ 
flictttd by the whites— hinted at the ready yengeanoe 
that mif^t be taken on an exposed frontier — of de- 
fenceless cabins — and of rich booty. The desired 
^tfecl was produced. The braves began to dance 
aiound the war pole, to paint and to give other evi^ 
deoces of a warlike character. Keokuk watched 
the rising storm and appeared to mingle in it He 
drank and listened and apparently assented to afl 
that was said. At length his warriors called out 
to t>e led to battle, and he was asked to lead tbfm. 
He arose and spoke with that power which had 
never failed him. He sympathized in their wrongs 
—-their thirst for vengeance — he won their confi- 
dence by giving utterance to the passions by which 
triey were moved, and echoing back their own 
(thoughts with a master spirit He then considered 
ine proposition to go to war, alluded to the power 
of the whites — the hopelessness of the contest: He 
toid them he was their chief-— that it was his duty 
lo rale them as a father at home: to lead them to 
war if they determined to go. But in the propos- 
ed war, there was no middle course: Tlie power of 
the United States was such, that unless they con- 
cuered that great nation, they must perish; that he 
woiild lead them instantly against the whites on 
one condition, and that was, that they -should first 
i>ut all their women and children to death, and then 
resolve, that having crossed the Mississippi, they 
would never return, but perish among the graves ol 
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Vfaeir litherai rather tbm yield tbem ia ih^ white- 
men. Tbis proposal, desperate as it was, presented 
the true issue: it ealmed the disturbed passions of 
his people, the turmoil subsided, order was restored^ 
and the authority of Kedmk, became for the time 
•be'ng firmly re-^stablid^ed-"* 

Black Hawk and his band hare always be^i op- 
}»osed to Keokuk, and since the late war, whidi 
prored so disastrous to them, and into which they 
were plunged, in opposition to his counsel, they 
iiave looked upon him with increased arersion. 

They have made repeated efforts to destroy his 
influence with the remainder of the tribe, and owing 
to the monotony of his pacific rule, were, on one oc- 
casion, nearly successful. A spirit of discontent 
pervaded his people — ^they complained of the ex- 
tent of the power whidi he wielded — ihey needed 
excitement, and as his measures w^e all of a 
peaceful character, they sought it in a change of 
rulers. The matter was at length openly and for- 
mally discussed* The voice of the nation was 
taken, Keokuk was removed firom his post of head 
man and a young chief placed in his stead. He 
made not the smallest oppositicm to this measure of 
his people, but calmly awaited the result. When 
h\B young successor was cdiosen, E^eokuk was the 
first to salute him with the title of Father. But the 
matter did not rest here. With great courtesy, he 
begged to accomps^y the new ehief to the agent of 
the United States, then at Rock idand; and with 
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pmf<>und refipect^ iAdrodueM him as his diief and 
his father — urged the agent te receive him as aueh, 
and solicited, as a penonal &T0r, that the same re* 
gRrd that had ever be«i paid to him, by the whites, 
might be tranrferred to his worthy successor. Hie 
sequel may be readily inferred. The nation could 
not remain blind to the error they had committedL 
Keokiilc ae a private individual was still the first 
mail among his peo{de. His ready and noble ac- 
quiescence in their wiriies, won both their sjonpathy 
and admiration. He rose rapidly but silentiy to 
his former elevated station, while the young chieC 
suiik as n^dty to his former obscurity. 

Some time in 1838, five of the friendly Sacs be- 
longing to Keokuk's party, murdered a man by the 
name of Martin, in Warr^fi county, Illmois. One 
of these, proved to be a nepheW ot Keokuk, bui 
by the orders of his uncle, he was seized and d^ 
ilvered over to the civil auttiority of that state to be 
tried for the murder. l%e other four made their 
escape. Some time afterwards, Keokuk was called 
upon to deliver up the other four Sacs, who had 
been concerned in tiie outrage, that they also mig^ 
be brought to justice. He replied that Aey were 
beyond his reach, but that he would call a councd 
of his head-men and take measures to give satis&64> 
tion to the whites. The council was held, and 
Keokuk stated the demand of their Great Fathei^ 
the President; and that if satisfaction were not 
made to him, he feared an army would be sent in* 
to their country, and that many troubles would 
oref take them, jmmedialdy four young warriors 



JDigitized by 



Google 



lai^ And offlA«d to be surreDdered up to tlie 
^rfrites, and suffer death in place of the feal offen 
d(^, 10 prement their nati<Mi from incurring the dis* 
pleasure of the President. Keokuk, supposing thai 
lliis would satisfy the demands of justice, delivered 
ttiem up as the murderers and they were imprison 
^ Upcm tibeir trial, Keokuk was present, as a 
%ftn«M. In giving his testhnony, he stated with 
IwHiest »midieity/that the young men then arraign 
ed in court, for *he murder of Martin, were hot the 
guilty ones, but they had agreed to die in place of 
Ihe real ixtukd^rers wlio could not be found. The 
l^risonets were, ais a matlar of course, set at liberty. 
S6me montfis after the close of the ^Kack Hawk 
Irair,'' Kieokuk was informed that reports were in 
^circulation, m the itiile of Illinois, that ^e Indians 
-Were ^Sssattsfied and preparing for fresh hbstiKties. 
He dictated a letter to &e Governor ^ipon the sub- 
ject, whicli was forwarded to him. It is in these 
words. 

«" Raccoon Foik of Bes Moidm nver, Not. 30, 1838. 
« To the GitM Cliief (^BUnoifl; 

^Mt Fatmbr: 

^Ifttave been totd 1>f litrad^,^iat i^ieverEl of 
your viHage criers [edil^] have been dreulatfaig 
Md news, i&fomdng the whites that the Indians 
ioe pftepariMg for war, and that we are dissatisfied. 
My Father, you were present when the tomahawk 
was buried, and assisted me to place it so deep, 
that ft will never again be raised against your 
white children of Illinois. 
* "^Vf ¥B^Saf^T, very few of that teSsgrnibA %ftnd 
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Chat tate^td Rock river last smmmr, remaoi . Jim 
have buinbled them by war, and have Diad« then 
friendly by your generous conduct to thetn afi^ 
they were defeated. 

<< Myself and the greater part o( the Saes and 
Foxes, have firmly held you by the hand: We fy^ 
lowed your advice and did as you told usl J^ 
Father, take pity on those of my natian thai yw 
forgave, and never mention the^ disasters of 4a|l 
summer I wish them to be forgotten. . .^ 

<< I do not permit the criers of our village cor 
camps to prodtatkn any bad news agamst the whiti^ 
not even the truth* Iiast fall an old man, a I^k; 
was hnntii^ on an island, a short distance below 
Rock river for turkeys to carry to Fort Armstrooge 
he was killed by a whtte raaa. My Father* wi 
passed it over: we have only q>oken of it in wbip^ 
pers; our agent has not heaid of it We wish to 
Uve in fnendship with the whites; if a white man 
comes to our camp or village, we give him a, shaii 
of what we have to eat, a lodging if he wants ii, 
and put him on the trail if he has lost it, 

« My Father, advise die crien of your village t0 
iell the truth respecting us, and assist in stireogdi^i 
ing die chain of friendi^^ thftt your childreB m»$ 
treat iis firtendly when they meet us: apd be asM»> 
ed that we are friends, and have-feriings as well an* 
they have. t 

<' My Father, this is all I have to say at pfsseo^ 
; *^ SaooKUK, Chief of the Sac nation^'' 

b die antonm of t^ year M?7^ Kedruk «id a 
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pBOtf of his wammrs made a Tisit to Wasfliington 
eity. Black Hawk was of the party , having been 
taken along^ it is supposed by the politie Keokuk, 
lest in bis absence, the restless spirit of the old 
nian should ereate some new diffiodties at home. 
We are indebted to a gentleman* who happened 
to be Ht the Capital at the ^me of this visit, for the 
fUtowiag sketdi of a comidl, held under the direo 
tioii of the Secretary at War, Mr. Poinsett, for the 
UudaUe purpose of reconciling the lonig cherished 
feeling of ho^ility betoreen the Sacs and Fbxes, 
alul the Sioux, — a deputation of chiefis from this 
iMIer nation being also at the seat of government 
The coimcil was held in a church. The Indians 
v^me seated on a platform erected for the purpose. 
tfett spectators occuj^ing the pews. The Secretary, 
r^ptesehtmgthe President, was seated on the center 
of die platform, fkdng the audience^ — ^the Sioux on 
his rig^t hand and thd Sauks and Foxes on his left, 
fomCiing a semi-cirde. << These hostile tribes, pre-» 
eented in their appeamnce a remarkable contrast. 
llie Siottx tricked out in blue coats, epaulettes, fur 
hats and various articles of finery, which hstd been 
presented to them, and which were no w incongruous- 
ly Sr<mi in conjunction with portions of their own 
pfoper costmne; while the Saukles and Foxes, 
with a commendable pride and good taste, wore 
thcar national dress, without any admixtiure, and 
w«te studiouriy painted according to their own no- 
kniili of propriety. But the most striking object 
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vai Keokidr, who mt at die hmd of WB4d^g9«MMi,« 
on the extren^ left, &eiQg hie mofiat csMittiee tbo;. 
Sioux, who occupied the cfpotk^ aide of the!8tii9»|.: 
having tiro audience upon hw left mtet^and hit ours 
pe<^ <m hi9 right, and beyond them the Saopetni^i 
at War. He eat giaapii^ m hiib fi^ httnd thfr.ww 
banner, the symbol of his 9tation as fulttig tittfiStv 
His peracm waa erect ajMl bit eye. fixed cabsly boli 
steadily upon tfie eaemiee of Us peoi^^ Ola Iha*^ 
floor, and leaning upon t]a# kn^of the cUd^mli: 
his son, a boy of nine or ten yean <M>. whose tm^ 
gile figure and itmooent oountenanee, afibxded a«r 
beautiftil contrast with the athletic and warittni, 
form and the intellectual though weat)ies4)eala% 
features of his fkHaet. The ejSTect W8» in tibe higberilr 
degree picturesque and imposing^ Tlieconnefl wm f 
opened by smoking the. fife, which waJI passed . 
from mouth to mouth. The Secretary thiBU biiefly -. 
addressed both parties^ in a conciliating sftratn, urgr* 
ing them, in the name of their great father, the B?e^* • 
sident, to abaod(m those sanguinary ways» by mama - 
of which theij race was beoHmng extii)el,4yhd4o • 
cultivate ttve a^,. the thrift and indw^ of Om 
white men* The Siouyx wpoke n«t. Vm orateTr. 
on risii^ first rtqpped finrwm:d,aQd^H]i0k haiwbi^ 
witti the Securetary, and then delivered his barangoitf , . 
in his own tongue, st^qpping at lhe/€»d of ead& sm^. 
tmce, until it was rwdered into Sngli^kby the inr 
terpreter, who stood by his sideji asd ii^ 4mi. . 
Saukie language by the interpreter of that trilNL* 
Another and another Mowed, all speaking veha^ 
met ily and with much mmmsmf. The burthen of . 
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^nirbaraiigHe wao, Ae fi41y of addxemng pacific 
hkngu^S^ to the Saokt nfiA Foxes, who were &ith« 
lew and in whom oo confideoce could be placed. 
< My father/ said one of them, ^you caniiot make 
these peojde hear any good words anless you bore 
their ears with sticks.' * We Imye often made peace 
with them,' said anotfier speaker, an old man, who 
oideayored to. be witty, < but they would never ob- 
searvB any treaty. I would as soon thmk of making a 
treaty with that child,' pointing to Keokuk's little 
boy, < as widi a Saukie or Miinquakee.' The l^ux 
were eridently gratified and exdted by the sarcaoms 
(tf their orators, while their oppcments sat motion* 
less, their dark eyes flashing, but their features as 
composed and stoUd, as if they did not understand 
that disparaging language that was used. We re* 
marked a decided want of gracefulness in all these 
speakers. Each of them having flhaken hands with 
the Secretary, who sat facing the audience, stood 
immediately beibre and near to him, with the inter* 
preter at Ids elbow, both having their backs to the 
spectators; and in this awkward position, speaking 
(ow and rapidly — but little of what they said could 
oe beard except by &e persons near them. Not so 
Keokuk. When it came to his turn to i^eak, he 
rose dehbemtely, advanced to the Secretary, and 
having saluted hixOf returned to his place, which 
bdng at the foot of the stage^ and on one side of it, 
his face was not concealed firom any of the several 
parties present His interpreter stood beside him. 
The whole arrangement was judicious, and though 
apparet^y unstudiiMly shewed thB4ap^ of «a a %^r 
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He stood erdcty in an easy, bat martial postifle^ 
-with his robe thrown over his left lAiouider dmd 
arm, leaving the right aim bare, to be used in ac- 
tion. His voice was firm, his ttiunciation remark* 
ably cear, distinct, and rapid. l%ose who have 
bad the gratification ctf hearing a distinguished sen* 
ator from South Carolina, now in Congress, wtose 
rapidity of ntterance, concentn^k)n of though and 
conciseness of language are alike peculiar to him- 
self, may form some idea of the stjie of Keokuk, 
the latter adding, however, an attention to <he 
graces of attitude and action, to which the former 
makes no pretension. He spoke with dignity but 
great animation, and some of h» retorts were ex- 
cellent. « They tell you,' said he, « that our ears 
must be bored with sticks, but, my Father, you" 
could not penetrate their thick skulls in that way—* 
it would require hot iioa.^ < They say they would ' 
as soon make peace with a child, as with us, — they 
know better, for when they made war upon us they 
found us men.' « They tell you that peace has of^ 
ten been made, and that we have broken it How 
happens it then that so many of their braves have 
been slain in our country? I wUI tell you — thef 
invaded us; we never invaded them: none of my 
braves have been killed in their land. We navrf 
their scalps and can tell where we took them.- 

<* As we have given the palm to Keokuk, at tha 
meeting, we must in justice to the Sk>ux, mention^ 
an eloquent rqply, made by one of the same j^rty,' 
on a difiiMTcnt &iy. The Sedretary at War, met the 
Simt it^tegation in eoru&cfl to trtiit Ibr Ab Durdiaii^' 
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.^jome efdustrtNTitory. A certain mim of money 
teing offexed them for the land, thej demanded a 
l^ifeater fnoe. They were then told that the Ameri- 
cans were a freat people, wIh) would not traffic 
mi^ them like a trader — that the President had 
.Mtisfed hnuBcif as to tl^ value of the territory, and 
'^^kmd them the ftdl price. Big Thunder, a son of 
•lli# Little Crow, replied that tlie SiouiK were a great 
iMtoni and could not, Uke a trader, &A a price and 
then take lessk and, then to illustrate the equality 
^dignity, between the high contracting parties, he 
cwed a figure, which struck us as eminently beauti- 
fiil — ^tfie claldren of omr white parent are very 
asany, they possess all dm country from the rising 
ef the sun to noon-day: — ^the Sioux are very many, 
tfae land is all theirs fi%>mthe noon-day to tfie setting 
mm/*' 

After leaving Wa^ftthigton city, Keokuk, attend- 
ed hy his wife and scm, four chie£s of the united 
Sac &bA Fox thbes, and several warriors among 
whom were Mack Haw^ and his son, proceeded 
as far north as Boston, and attracted in all the ci- 
ties tiirough whidi they passed great attention. 
They were met in Boston, with distinguished 
honors, being received by governor Everett on 
behalf of the state, and the mayor, on behalf of 
the city. The ceremony of receiving the Indians 
oeeuired on tte 30th of October, and no public 
spectacle in the history of Boston, ever assem- 
Irfed so great a number of its citizens. Between 
die hours of ten and twelve, the chiefs held a 
in nt^euft Hall, M ih$ v^nis^6{ the Ia« 
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diat^ e a ro tai iwly, an immNiw eotteoitfM of whom, 
thnu^ed the okl ^ciadle of lU>erty" to look up- 

. oa the stranger guests. At 2 o'clock, P. M. Ibe 
chieiis were esoorted by the I^meers to the State 
House, which was filled with ladies, the mem- 
hers of the legiriature, the cinl autbor^tea, &e. 
Governor Everett, first ^idMbressed the audmiee, 
by giving them a brief account of the diflfeimit 
tribes represented by the Indian chiefii then presoH. 
Then turning to the ImHans, he said^ 
^ Chiefe and warriors of the united Sac and Fox 

. trib^ you are welcome to our hall of council. You 
have come a £aur way from your homes in tiiie weat 
to visit your white brethren. We are glad to take 
you by the hand. We have heard bef<^eof ttie 
Saos and Foxes — our travellers have told ua ^ 
names of their great men and dbiefs. We are^ad 

. to aee ttom with our own e3res. 

<< We are called th^ MasaachusettSt Itistfaename 
of the red men who once lived here. Informer times 
the red man's wigwam, stood on these fields, and 

. his oouncil.fires were kiiniled on ihiu spot. 

<* When our fathers came oyer the great waters, 
they were a small band. The red man stood on 
the rock by the sea side, and looked at them. Jf.e 
might have pushed them into the water and drown- 
ed them; but he took hold of their hands and 8S^4, 
welcome^ white man. Our fathers were hungiy, 
ai\d the red man gave them corn and venison. Our 
fathers were cold, and the red man spread his blan- 
ket over them and made them warm. 

< We art no w groiwrn great and |K>w«ri^ b^J jri 
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itmoBBshtftihtlaadimn of the r0im^ 
. « Kpotfaers^ our faces Bit pale and yoms aie red, 
but our hearts are alike. The Great ^[writ has made 
hiacfafldzen of daffnrent eompleidoiOBf but he loves 
them alt. 

V << Brothers, you dwell between the MiasisBti^i and 

^^Ae MtsscHuri — ^tbey are mighty streams. They have 

^peat arms— one stxeldies out to the east and the 

ottier away west to the Rocky mountains. Buttfasy 

:make one river and they run together into the sea. 

^ Brothers, we dwdl m Ae east and you in the 
^fir west, but we are one &mily, of many brandies 
*but one head. 

• << Brothers, aayou passed throc^hthe hall below, 
?you stopped to look at the great image of our fiu 
Aer Washington. It is a ooid ntooe and canaot 
'^Mak to you. But our g^eat &ther Wai^bin^^ton 
loved his red diildren,.and bade us k>ve them alio. 
•He is dead but his words have made a gieat print 
In our hearts, like the step of a strong bu&k> on 
Ihe clay in the {Hrairies^ 

^ My brother, (addressing Keolodi) I percmre by 

your side your yem^ difid sittmg in the council 

-hall with you. May the Great Sj^t {neaerve the 

■'4ife of your son. May lie grow up by your mde 

ilifce the tendec sajding by the SMie of tl^ mig^ 

oak. May you long flouriMi both together, and 

when the mi^ty oak is foUen in the finest, may the 

young tree take its |dace, and spread out its brancbw 

. es over the tribe. 

<< Brothers, I make you a diort tdk, and bid you 
^f«reioom0 cmoeteora to our council haU&*^ 
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EMOkak iMe iiitmi<plyyittririi»kmghMicb with 
fte OoTeraor and otfaen near to htm, spofea widi 
fine amphftaiii and much eanieil and ^nceSak gea 
tknlalieii, holdkig his sUJ^ vtiidi htt fia^aaiillir 
riiifted from hand to hand. 

<< Kmiadt and his diieA asa mjr much gn^ified 
ifaat tiiay hara had the pfeaaora of liiaiupg handi 
with the head man or goTamor 0I tim great atato, 
and jJao wiSi all the men that flim«iid hkn. 

<< You well say, bfotfier^^at the Gnat S^pirit has 
■Bade boA of us, though yoor ooknr is white and 
adae is red; but he aaade your heait and m^ie tl»a 
same. The only difference I find is, ha made you 
apeak one kngtuige, and I anothor. He made the 
aamaaky abota our heads fyg btftk, He gave oa 
bands to take eaeh other by, and eyes to aee aadt 
ether. I wish to takeafl prasent by the handy .^to 
abke hands wift all my while bredar^t. 

«I ua T^ry happy to say, befim I die, &at I faavia 
been hi the ^eat house wfa^w my fi&tfieia andyouv 
fatihers used to speak together as we do now. And 
.f hope the Great Spirit is pleaaed witfi this si^t^ 
and will long conthiue to ke^ firiendiAip between 
llie white and red men. i h<^ that now, in ddtt 
presaoeo, he sees us; and hears our hearts pfoShi 
flfiendship to eadi o^en and Ihat he will lud uaict 
whi^ we axe now engaged in. 

« My temaitkn axe short and this is what I aay to 
you. I tadce my ^iendb idl by Ae hand, aiid wiiA 
the Great Spirit to give them all a blessing.'' 

S^reral other dxie£i spoke^ and after tiiem JKack 
Hawk nukda-a sbnt uddresa^ %> these 
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•l^eeditBsAegcrvttniortepfi^coliflclively. i ^T MOnte 
were thfin disdr&uted among ttem by the goT^nior. 
Kookiik received a splendid 8 void and bi»ee of 
pittiob$ his maty Musanwont, a handiome little li- 
fle: The head chie6 reeeived long swords and the 
•thens short ones. Kaok Hawk was also ptmmnttd 
with a brace 0f pistols and a sword. When th^ 
teremony had ended, the IndUu^ repaired to tte 
commcm in fnxxt of die eapitol, and thore, in tfae 
j^roBeooe of soote thhrty thonsaiKi spectators, exhib- 
ited themselves in a wsur danoe, for ab<»it fai^ an 
hpor; and from thence returned to Aeir lodging. 

ThronghcMit the whole^ of his visit in Bostea, 
Sieokuk preserved his grave anddi^aified nuuuieo» 
wimung tiie respect aikl admiration of all who bad 
an cq[qf>ortunky of eommg in oontact wiA him. 
UpoQ faii return to the weat, he sptiot a few boos 
in Cincinnati, and was visitod by a grcttl munbdr 
of persons. We had the pleaisreure of taku^g hnn 
by ^ hand, and ci making some inqnirtos in w^ 
gasd to hb character, of those who wene personaily 
su»inamled with him. 

In pefaon, Seoknk, is stout, gvaoeful and eom^ 
numding, with ine features anda&milefligentoomi- 
tomme. His broad expanded chast and mnacolar 
liB^, idi»iote aetiirity and pbysicai power; and he 
i0 Imown to exoA m dancing, bogs^aanahip^ and all 
SKthtetic exerdses. He has aofiihred coosidfiralde 
property, and lives m princdy style. Ha is fond of 
travelling, and makes firequ^it visits of state to the 
Osages, the Ottaways, the Omaluui and ^b» Wiime- 
bagoes. On these occasions be is imiformiy aobit* 
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I(;d on a fine hone, dad in a diowy robe vroagbl 
by his six wives, equipped with his rifle, pipe, torn- 
ahawk and war-clid>. He is usually attended m 
tliGse excursions by fcurty or fifty of Us young mM, 
well mounted and handsomely dressed. A man 
precedes the party to announce his approadi to the 
tribe he is about to honor with a Tint; and sucfa 
IS his popularity, that his reception is generally in a 
style corresponding whh the stale in whidi he 
moves. These visits are most frequently made in 
autiunn,arid are enlivened by himting, feasting, 
dancing, horse-racing and various -athletic gamsi, 
in all of whidi Keokuk takes an active part He 
moves, it is supposed, in more savage magnificoMky 
than any other Indian chief upon the continent 

In point of intellect, integrity of character, and 
the capacity finr governing odiers, he is supposed fo 
have no superior amoi^ the Indians: Bold, coura- 
geous, and skilfiil in war — ^miM, firm and p<ditic m 
peace: He has great enterprise and active impulses, 
with a fresdmess and enthusiasm of feeling, wfaiek 
might readily lead him astray, but for his quidc 
perception of humaii character, his unconnnon pru- 
dence and his calm, sound judgment At an early 
period of bis life he became the diief warrior 0f 
his tribe, and by his sup^or talents, eloqueim, 
and intelligenee, really directed the civii a&irs of 
his nation for many years, while they were nomi- 
nally conducted in the name of the hereditaty 
pctace chief. Such is Kec^uk, the Watdifiil Fox, 
who prides Hmself upon being the fnt^d of ffio 
^wbitnxum. . ^ 
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CHAPTER VI. 

RrTnrder of twentj-eight Menominiet hy the Fox«s of Black H««rk • 
/ b«id^NM»pep**t Tftit to Maiden— Bfavk Hawk recraaaet the Rlkna- 
«ippi — General AtkiMon orders him to retara — Stilliuan*t attach— 
Defeated bj Black Hawk — Hw white fla^^ fired vpon — He tendt oat 
' war paniet apon the frontier— Attack upon Fort Bofiblo— General 
^ Docl^e't battle on the Witcontin-^BIack Hawk and hit band leave tha 
Four Lakes and fly to the MiMitsippi — Partned bj General Atkinson 
' — ^Bbck Hawk's iaf; of trace fired upon by the Captain of the War- 
rior — ^Twentj-three Indians killed. 

B1.ACK Hawk and his band were n<^ long upon 
the west side of the Mississippi, before new diffi- 
'^nslties arose, calculated to disturb the harmony 
which it was hoped the treaty of the 30th of June, 
had established between them and tt:e United 
'States. The p^od of their removal to the west 
mde of ihe MismEoppi, was too late in tte season to 
enable them to plant com and beans a second time; 
«nd before autuimi was over they were without > 
piovisions. Some of ttwm, one night, recrossed the 
rirer to steal roasHng^ars ftcm their oum fields, 
^-^ quote the language of Black Hawk, — and 
were shot at by the whites, who made loud com 
plaints of this depredation. They, in turn, were 
U^hly exaq;>erated at having been fired upon for 
sitempting to carry off the com whidi they had 
raised, and which they insisted, belonged to them. 

Shortly after this, a party of Foxes, belonging, it 
is believed, to Black Hawk's band, went up the 
Mississippi, to Prairie des Chiens, to avenge the 
murder of some of Aeir tribe, which had been 
tftnwnifM in the summer of 1890^ by a partv of 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



144 UWE OF i ^ HAWK. • 

the Menominies and Sioux. Tlie Foxes attacked 
the camp of the Menominies and killed twenty:, 
eight of them. The authorities at Prairie des Chiens, 
made a demand of the murderers, that they might 
be tried and punished under the laws of the United 
States, according to the treaty of 1825. Black 
Hawk, with other chiefs, took the ground that tbe 
United States had no right to make this demand, 
and refused to give them up. Here then was aa- 
other source of difficulty. 

Neapope, a duef of the British band, and second 
m command to Blade Hawk, prior to the r^uoval 
of the Indians to the vest side of the Mississq)^^ 
iiad started on a vittC to Maiden, to consult their 
British Father in regard to the right to retain their 
lands on Rock river. He returned lat^ m the finU^ 
bringing word that in his (^miaBy die Americaa* 
could not take their land^ unless by pusehase; 
and this purchase, it Wias contended fay Ekidf 
Hawk had never been made. Naapqfie on lUs 
way from MaUeo, called to see the Pro|^|y 
who assured him that early the ensuing spring, not 
only the British^ but the Ottawas, Chippewas, Pot-, 
tawatomies and Winnebagoes, would assist them to. 
regain their village and the lands around it. Black 
Hawk believed, or affected to believe, this informa- 
tion, and began to make preparations to increase 
the number of his braves by recruiting from differ- 
ent villages. He sent a messenger to Kecdndc, and 
to the Fox tribe, to inform them of the good news. 
he had heard, and to ask their co-operation. Keo» 
kuk had too noiuch sagacity to t^ i|Bpo$»e4 4ip9i^Jif , 
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fates of either British or Indian assistance, and sent 
word to Black Hawk that he was deceived and had 
better remain quiet. With a view of preventing 
further difficulty, he is said to have made applica- 
tion to the agent at St. Louis, that the chiefs of 
the Sacs and Foxes might be permitted to visit 
Washington city, to see the President, and if po» 
6ible make a final adjustment of the matter in dis 
pute. Black Hawk alledges he was anxious to 
make this visit to his Great Father, and had deter- 
mined, to submit peaceably to his counsel, whatever 
it might be. But the arrangement for the visit, 
from some cause, was not perfected, and Black 
Hawk proceeded with his own plans. He estab- 
lished Ws head quarters at the point where Fort 
Madison formerly stood, on the west side of the 
Mississippi, and made another unsuccessful efibrt 
to draw into his support some of the braves under 
Keokuk. Having assembled his own party he be- 
gan to ascend the Mississippi — ^the women and 
children in canoes with their provisions, camp 
^uipage and property — ^his warriors armed and 
mounted on their horses. Below Rock island, they 
were met by the Prophet, who informed them that 
there was a great war chief then at Fort Arm- 
strong, with a law;e body of soldiers. The Prophet 
stated that the agent and trader at Rock island, had 
attempted to dissuade him from joining Black 
Hawk, but he had refused to take their advice, be 
cause so long as they remained at peace, the Amer« 
icans dare not molest them. Having reached thc^ 
riWWi rf^lto* flv^> iiillwrMtehr t«rt <^lfyfid^ 
r ft 
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IS$2, the whole party rashly and in riolatkm of' 
die treaty of the previous year, crossed to the east- 
side of the Mississippi, for the avowed purpose of 
ascending Rock river, to the territory of their friends^ 
tfie Winnebagoes, and raising a crop of com and 
beans with them. (General Atkinson with a bcdy 
of troops was then at Fort Armstrong, having beiHk 
ordered by government to that point, for the pur* 
pose of preventing a war between the Menomenies 
and the Foxes, and demanding the surrender of 
those Indians who had committed the murders at 
Fort CniwforcL After Black Hawk and his party 
had {HtMseeded oamd distance up Rock river, he was 
overtake:! by an express from General Atkinson, 
with an order for him to return and recross the 
Missi89ippi, which he refused to obey, on the 
ground that the General had no right to make such 
an order; the Indians bemg at peac^ and on their 
way to the prophet's village, at his request, to make 
com. Before they h^d reached this point, they 
were overtaken by a se^nd express from General 
Atkinson, with a threat, that if they did not return, 
peaceably, he would pmsue and force them back/ 
The Indians replied that they were determined nor 
to be driven back, and equally so not to m^ake the 
first attack on the whites, Black Hawk no^ asr 
certained that the Winnebago^, although viUing 
that he should raise a. crop, of com with them, 
w:ould not joi^ in any hostile action against the 
United Sates, The Pottowato^iies manifested the 
siSime det ^rmination, and both denied having given' 

t)^]^.;su^ ^iaslr 
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9^wk Qmnecliiklely enme tbe tooeliMioiv flis^ jf 
^rsued by Gcwperal AtkinaiPOt he would peaceably 
VQt^m with hji& p»rty, aod leeross the Misslssippu 
He was etiqamped at Kish*wa-cokeQ, ami was pre- 
paying to compliment some Pottowatomie chie&» 
then oa a vi^it to him, by a dog-fea^t. 

In the mean time the Illinois militia^ ordered out by 
Governor Reynold^ upon his heai^ing of this second 
« invasion/' of the state, had formed a junction with 
the regular troops under General Atkins^ at Rock is* 
land, the latter assuming the command of the whple* 
From thif point, the militia, being generally mount-^ 
ed, proceeded by land to Dixon's ferry on Rock river, 
about hsdf way between the mouth of that i^reanpi 
and the encampment of Black >tlawk. General. 
Atkinson with Xl\tee hundr^ r^;ulars ^nd three^ 
hundred militia a|K:;ended Rock river in boats to tfm 
same point. Major StiUman, bjaying under, his 
command a body of two huifdred and seventyrfive 
mounted volunteers, obtained leave of Genemi 
Whitesides, then in command of the. Illinois mili-.. 
tia, at Dixon'a ferry, to go ont on a scouting expe- 
dition. He proceeded up Rock river about thirty 
miles, to Sycamore Creekj which empties into that 
river on the e^st side. This movement brought 
him within a few miles of thq camp of Black 
Hawk and a part, of his. braves, at the time, when, 
the old duef was engaged in getting up a dog-feast 
in honour of his Pottpwatomie visiters. 

It waj^ on the 14th o^ May, that Black Hawk, 
while engaged in this ceremony, was informed th^t 
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seen about eight miles firom his camp. << I imind 
diately started," says he, << three yomig men, with a 
white flag, to meet them and conduct them to <mt 
camp, that we might hold a council with them, and 
descend Rock river again: and directed them in case 
the whites had encamped, to return, and I would 
go and eee them. After this party had started, I 
sent fire young men to see what might take place. 
The first party went to the encampment of the 
whites, and were taken prisoners. TTie last party 
had not proceeded far, before they saw about twen- 
ty men coming towards them in full gallop. They 
stopped and finding that the whites were coming so 
fast, in a warlike attitude, they turned and retreat- 
ed, but were pursued and overtaken and two of 
them killed. The others made their escape. 
When they came in with the news, I was prepar- 
mg my flags to meet the war chief TTie alarm 
was given. Nearly all my young men were ab- 
sent about ten miles off. I started with what I Lad 
left, (ahoxit forty f) and had proceeded but a short 
distance, before we saw a part of the army ap- 
proaching. I raised a yell, and said to my bmves; 
<<some of our people have been killed, wantonly and 
cruelly murdered ! we must avenge theijr death." 
In a little while we discovered the whole army 
coming towards us in full gallop ! We were now 
confident that our first party had been killed. 1 
immediately placed jny men in front of some bush- 
es, that we might have the first^re, when they ap- 
proached close enough. They made a halt some 
dittaQo&itomii&.' I gs^aiUitiicar y^ruui ''otdar*^' 
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ed mjr brare wurriors to ehai^ ixpmt them, expel- 
ling that we would all be kilted ! they did charge 
— eveiy man iteihed aiid fired, and the enemy re* 
treated in the tiundst eonfnsfbn aitd eoniE^matioti; 
before my little but brare band of warriors. After 
pursuing tf^ enemy for some distaucej I found it 
useless to follow them ^ as they rdde so fost, atid re- 
turmd to my encampment with a few of my 
braves, (about twenty-five having gone ia pursuit 
of the enemy.) I lighted my pipe, and sat down 
to tiumk the Great Sphrit for what he had done. I 
had tiot been long meditating, when two of the 
three young tnen I had sent out with the flag, lo 
meet the American war chief, entered. My ast<m- 
i^ment was not greater than my joy to see diem 
living and well. I eagerly listened to the^ story, 
which was as follows: 

« When we arrived near to the eticampment erf 
the whites, a number of them rushed out to meet 
u% bringing their guns with them. They took us 
into the camp, when an American who spoke the 
iSac language a linle, told us that his dnef wanted 
to know how we Were, Where we were going, 
where our camp was, and where Black Hawk was. 
We told him that we had come to see his chief; 
that our chief had directed us to conduct him to 
our camp, m case he had not encamped; and in 
that event to tell him, that he (Black Hawk) would 
come to see him; he wished to hold a council with 
him, as he had given up all intention of going to 
war. At the conclusion of this talk, a party of 
white mcA came in on horseback* We saw by 
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.llMtti coaatentnees tha( tome^ing h«d hap^^iMMi' 
A general tumult arose. They looked at us with ixir 
dignatkm — talked amoiig tbeuoselyes foi: a mo- 
menty when several cooked their guns; in a, secood 
tliey. fir^ at us. in the crowd; our compaaios 
fell dead. We rushed thiough the crowd and made 
.^ur escape. We remained in ambush but a shost 
tune, before we heard yelling, Ilke^ Indians running 
an enemy. In a little while we saw some of the 
whitCij iu full speed. One of them came near, vm. 
J threw my tomalicwk and stmck him on the head, 
iirhidi brought him to the ground. I ran to liini 
.^nd with his own knife took off his scalp. I took 
. }w gun, mounted his horse, and took my friend here 
behind me» We turned to follow our braves, who 
were nuu^ng the enemy, and had not gone £aur be- 
fore we overtook a white man, whose horse had 
iliired in a swampu My friend alighted and toma- 
hawked the man, who was apparently fast under 
his horse. He took his soilp, horse and gun. By 
this time our party was some distance ahead. We 
followed on and saw several white men lying dead 
on the way. After riding about six miles, we mot 
our party returning. We asked them how many* 
• of our n^a had been HiHed. They said none after 
tlie Americans had retreated* We inquired then 
how many whites had been killed ? They replied 
they did not know; but said we will socm ascertain^ 
AS we must scalp them as we go back. On our re-> 
tiirn r-e fcnmd ten men, besides the two we had 
killed before we joined our {rien4s. Seeing that 
ibey did Q^t yet recqg{^ us^ it h^ifig darl^ wq 
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agam midced^, haw nvmjrof our bfa\)set had be^ 

killed ? They said five. We asked who they were 
They replied that the first party of three, wtio went 
^ut to meet the Am^can war chief, had all been 
4aken prisoners^ and kiUed in the encampment; and 
that out of a party of five wbp followed to «oe 
the meetii^ of the first party and the whtteit, 
.<wo had be«i killed. We were now certain that 
4heydid not recx>gni2e us, nor did we tell them 
who we were, until we arrived at our camp. The 
4)ews of our death had reached it some time be- 
'fore, and all were surprised to see us again."^ 
- Such is the narrative of this deflsat, as.given by 
Black Hawk, and two of his men who were the 
beareprs of his white flag and a proposition to sur- 
rend^. The aeoounts giren by Alajor StiUman's 
^oops — ^for it is not ascertained that the commandei 
publish^ any official statement of the baUtlc — is in 
wibstance about tfie following. The force under 
Major Stillman, two hundred and seventy-five in 
number, on the afternoon of the fourteenth of May, 
met three Indians bearix^ a white flag, one of 
whom, after having been taken prisoner, was shot 
down. The army encamped just before 9un-set^ 
in a piece of woods, surrounded by an open prairie^ 
about three miles from Sycamore creek. Soon after 
they had baited, five more Indians, with apparent 
pacific intentions, were se&a. approaching the camp* 
Captain Eades, with a party of armed troops, dasJi* 
ed at full speed towards them, when they became 
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AburiMd afid eommenced a retreat th^ Ciq»taui^ 
after foUowing them for some distimce^ and kUling 
two of the party, gave np the pursuit, and was oa 
his return to the camp, when he was met by the 
whole detaehment. The pitfsuit of the retreating 
fodians was immediatety r^e^redy and continued 
untU both parties had crossed Sycamore creek. 
This brought diem upon the camp of Black Hawl^ 
who having been apprised of the approach of the 
whites^ had moimled his men and prepared for ac* 
tion. The Indians were concealed behind some 
bushes, and after having &red their guns, raised the 
war-whoop and resorted to tbe tomahawk. Their 
fire was returned, with but little effiMst, and th^i 
Major Stilhnan, instantly ordered a retreat acron 
the oreel^ and the route became ge^eraL His troope 
fled Ihiou^ their camp, and did not stop until they 
reached Dixon^s ferry, distant tiiirty miles. Son^ 
of them deemed it prudent to seek a place of stiU 
greater safety, than the flag of General Atkinson, 
and continued th^ flight for more than fifty mile% 
and until they reached their own fire-sides. The 
roll was caUed at Dix<m's fi^ry next morning, and 
fifty4wo were found missing. It was, however, 
subsecpiently ascertwied that more than half of this 
number were among those who rode express to the 
^settlements" to carry the news of their gallant 
attack upon General Black Hawk and his Britidb 
band. Such was the panic among &e troops exy- 
gaged in Aik iddrmish, that they peported the In- 
dian force at 1500 and even SOOO men! Black 
Hawkfa4rt«r^niiiMi haaaheady bee&giDtOy i& whidi 
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As ptocfs hit nmhb^ at forty; imd one of the vo)* 
ttttteers whose hone was lame, and who hid him- 
self, and watched the lAdians as diey passed him in 
the pumoit and on tbeh- return, did not estinmte 
Hiem at more than a hnndred. It is probable the 
real ntomber of die Itidians did not exceed fifty. It 
fS painftil to contemplate this whole afeir, for it iu 
siHlte dttcredttable to^the national &^ and the na 
tional arma The violation of a flag of truce, and 
die wantda desCrtMi^n of tfie lites of some of tfiose 
li4») bore it, not <>nly placed an hidelible stigma 
Upon the character of tfie country, but led to a war, 
fai the proee<mti<m of which, mtcdh blood and m wh 
treasure w^re expended. Had a conference with 
Waek Hawk been held, scarcely a doubt remains, 
tenMmisig bis faSure Id sectite tte eo*6peiiation of 
eiher tribes, and Ms titter destitution of provisions, 
that he and his \mnd would have returned, peace- 
ably, to the west side of the Mississip]^. The pre- 
€tpilate flight of the troops under Major Stiihnan, 
has no justification. Supposing the panic to have 
l>een sui^h as to render a retreat ai^oss Sycamore 
^reefc, necessary, it shouM have terminated when 
the troops reached theiir en<»mpment; which, bew 
tag in a copse ^-troods, surrotmded by a prairicf, 
l^y would have been protected by trees, while the 
Indians, if they continued the attack, mtist have 
feilght in the Open plain. But no effort was made 
to rally at the encampment, and all the baggage of 
rmr troops — blankets, saddle-bags, camp equpage 
and provisiottS,-^fell into the hands of tfie Int ians. 
Bladt Hawk findmg ^t there was now no .<dt«r. 
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tmlire, determined to fight. Indignant at the 9fr 
tack upon bis flag of peace — ei»:oumged by his 
si^u;il success in putting to flight, a force vastifr 
sti^Krior in numbers to his own — and strengthened 
by the booty— -especially the provisions — he liad 
tiiketJ, he assembled his braves and prepared tor 
an active border war. He immediately sent om 
ft))ios to watch the movements of General Atkiiu9o% 
and! prepared to remove his women and chiidr^n^ 
from the seat of war to the head waters of Rock 
river,, where he supposed they would be safe 6Nm 
the attacks of the whites. In passmg to this point, 
by tLe sources of the Kish-wa-co-kee, he was m^ 
by some Wimiebagoes, who had heard of bis vi^ 
lory, aud were now disposed to join him. Somii 
additional war parties were sent out» the new re^ 
emits from the Winnebagoes, constituting one oi 
theiiL This arrangement completed. Black Hawk 
proceeded with the women and children to th^ 
Four Lakes, in which Catfish, one of the tributariet 
to Hock river, has its origin. 

Srillman's defeat spread consternation throughout 
the state of Illinois. The Indian forces were greal*- 
ly magnified in inimber, and Black Hav^k's nsMVn^ 
carried with it associations of uncommon militairy 
talent, suid of savage cmming and cruelty. General 
Atkinson proceeded to fortify his camp, at Dixon'# 
Terry, and the Executive of the state made a ea^Ji 
for more mounted, volunteers. The Secretary at 
War sent about 1000 United States' trooi)S frqm 
the sea-boaid to the scene of action; and Gemejcai 
Winfi^id Scott was orcl^red.tp fP^ceei ^q^tfy^ Qorth 
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il^at, and direct the future operations of the caiti* 
p^ign. A bloody border contest ensued. Many 
fiohtier families were massacred with savage fero- 
dty, and some were carried into captivity. A party 
df Poftowattomics, thirty in number, fell upon a 
BKle settlement on Indian creek, one of the tribu- 
fkties of Fox river, and murdered fifteen men, wo* 
then and children, taking two prisoners, the Misses 
Hall} who were subsequently placed in charge of 
some Winneba goes, and by them returned in safety, 
if few weeks afterwards, to their friends. At Kel- 
k)^^' grove, not far from Galena, in the early part 
df June, a party of Indians stole some horses. 
Captain J. W. Stephenson pursued them with 
twelve men. A skirmish ensued, which resulted 
m the death of three of our troops and five or six 
of the enemy. On the evening of the 14th of June, 
a- party of eleven Sacs, killed five white men at 
Spafford's farm. General Dodge with twenty-nine 
men, followed and overtook them in a swamp, 
where the whole were shot down and scalped, they 
Having fii-st killed three of Dodgers men. The bar- 
bairous practice of scalping the dead, was in this 
dSrse adopted by our troops and sanctioned by their 
officers.* 

On the 24th of June, the Indians made an attack 
upon the fort at Buffalo grove, twelve miles north 
of Dixon's ferry. It was defended by a hundred 
atid fifty men, under the command of Captain 
Dement, some of whom, with about forty h(»rses, 
■hi ' ' ' . ' — *'* 
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wem IdlledL The commamler did not deem-^f 
prudent to maich out and epcooat gr t^e Indiaiw^ 
who finding that they could not ta)ce the fort, p^ 
cured a quantity of provitioivsy some hpraes andU 
cattle, and commenced a retrec^ They hM nql* 
proceeded far, before they were overtaken l^y a df^ff 
tachment of volunteers under Colcnwl PofMy, wIh^ 
had come to relieve the fort Black H^^J^, who 
commanded the Indiana in tbia affair^ sayai ^ W% 
concealed ourselves until they canae near enougbr^ 
and then commenced yelling and firing and made ai 
rush up<Hi theoL About this time tbei^ chiei^ with, 
a party of men, rushed up to the rescue of those wa> 
nad fired upon. In a liUle while they commenced/ 
retreating, and left their chief and a few bn^ves*. 
who seemed willing and anxious to fi^it Theft 
acted like braves, but were forced to give way,, 
when I rushed upon them with my br^sives. In a 
s)iort time, the chief returned with a larger party* . 
He seemed determined to fight and anxious fo; , 
l>attle. When he came near enough, I raised the . 
yell, and firing commenced from both s^es. The-, 
duef, who is ^ small n^an, addressed his warriors, 
in a loud yoice; but they sQon retreated, leavipy^. 
hun and a few braves on the battle field. A greM., 
number of my warrior? pursued the rejtreatiiig 
party, and killed a nmnber of tiieir horses as th^y , 
ran. The chief and his braves were unwilling to 
leave the field. I ordered my braves to rush upon, 
thendy s^d had the mortification of seeing two of;, 
nay chiefs killed, before the enemy retreated. Tb^ 
young chief dejKp^,||p> j^ 
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taut fortunately for u^, his army ifa« QOt i^t oom 
posed of such brave men.'' 

The Indians bad about two htii|dr«;d mm in this 
engagement The troops in the. fort united with 
those under Colonel Posey, exceeded^ in number 
Bbtck Hawk's party. The loss of Ule wa^ ipcon-^ 
siderable on either side. 

On the 4th of July, the nmin army uifider G^n 
eral Atkinsoni arrived at the foot of lai^P Co^ 
oonoi^, formied by an expansion of Bp<^ river, 
in the vidnity of which th^ Indians bad heea 
embodied. On the 9th of July, General Atkinson 
says, in a letter to General Scott, that he bad not 
yet been enabled to find the Indians, who he sup* 
poses to be seven or eight hundred strong, bis own 
force amounting to four hundred regulars and i^lOO 
mounted volunteers. 

Two brigades of the mounted volunteers, under 
General Dodge, pursued the Indians from this place 
towards Fort Winnebago* They were overtaken 
on the 21st of July, about sun down, on the banks ol 
the Wisconsin. An attack was immediately made, 
ajid about forty of the Indians are supposed to 
have been killed. General Doc^e lost one man 
and had eight wounded^ The exact loss of the 
Indians in this engagement cannot be ascertained 
One account places the munber at sixteen.* Black 
Hawk says he had but fifty warriors with him in 
the engagement, the rest being engaged in assisting 
the women and children in crossing the Wisconsin 

■■ ■ - ' . '-*-' " T — ; — • ' " ' ".' . .' 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



f6b UtV or BLACK UAWit. 

to an island, to protect them from the fury of tnc 
whites: That he was compelled to fall back into a 
deep ravine where he continued to maintain his 
ground until dark, and until bis people had had 
time to reach the island, and that he lost but six of 
his men. This is undoubtedly a mistake, owing in 
all probability to the interpreter in taking down his 
statement; for some of his men, subsequently, pla- 
ced the number at sixty. The condition of the In 
dians at this time was most deplorable. Before 
breaking up their encampment, upon the Four Lakes, 
they were almost destitute of provisions. In pur- 
suing their trail from this point to the IVlsconsin, 
many were found literally starved to death. They 
were compelled to live upon roots, the bark of trees 
and horse flesh. A party of Black Hawk's band, 
mcluding many women and children, now attemp- 
ted to descend the Wisconsin upon rafts and in ca- 
noes, that they might escape, by recrossing the 
Mississippi. They w«re attacked however, in their 
descent, by troops stationed on the bank of the riv- 
er, and some were killed, others drowned, a few ta- 
ken prisoners, and the remainder, escaping to the 
woods, perished from hunger. Black Hawk, and 
such of his party as had not the means of descend- 
ing the Wisconsin, having abandoned all idea of 
any farther resistance, and unwilling to trust them- 
selves to a capitulation, now detennined to strike 
across the coimtry, and reach the Mississippi, some 
distance above the mouth of the former stream, and 
thtis effect their escape. TTicy struck it at a point 
opporfft^ ii» 1Mi^/| ftffl WdM MHy nMIA SttJt^ t h<n 
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Wisconsin, lo«iftg on tlicfr route, many of their peo- 
ple Aom starvation. Sa soion as they readied the 
Mississippi, a part of the -wiomest and children, in 
such Canoes as they coidd procure, underfook.to de- 
scend it, to Rraim des Chiens, but many of tb^m 
^were drowned hefore they reached that places and 
those who did arrive at it, were finind to be in a 
starving condition. On the first of August, white in 
the act of crossing the Mississippi, an attack 'was 
made upon Biack Hawk and his party by die ^am 
boat Warrior, wuii an aimed force <m board. The 
conunander of the boat, iinder date of Prairie des 
Ghiens, 3d August 1832^ gives the following ac 
count of it : ' 

*^I arrived at this pla^ on monday I^ (July 
dOth) aodwlusde^iat^ed with the 'Wamoralpne, 
to Wipeshaitrs viUage, one jiuhdted and twenty 
miles above, Jto Inform tliem of the approach of tl» 
Sac^and to order down all the friendly Ii^hans to 
this plaoe. On our way down I we noiet.o]^ of the 
Sioux band, who ihformed us that thei lodiam,. our 
enemies,, were on Bad-^axerirer, to the number of 
four hundred. «We slopped ; and cut. some wood 
and prepared for aetioiL About four 6'elodc on 
Wednesday afternoon ,(Ai^g\fi3t. 1st) we fcmnd die 
genthmen [Indians] where he stated he left. fhem. 
As we neared them, they raised a white flagy and 
. endeavored to decoy us; but we were a Uttle too 
old for them; for instead of latidtng, we ordered 
them to send a boaX on board, which they declined. 
After about fiAemi minutes delay,.gLving them time 
toMoaore %.%m of. tfa#r woapBiL mod.<}l|iy wm; we 
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IfTsfip a mz'9<rand«r, loaded with eaa'ttef) bUxmi 
•d by a aerere fire of musketry; and if ever ytM 
aav ttraigkt Uankela, you trould have ten thitti 
ttiere. 1 fought tfiem at anchor most of die 
tiflw and we were all rery much oJiposed. 1 
hare a ball which came in dose by where 1 
wai Handing, and passed through the bulkhead 
of Ae wheel room. We x>Qght them for aboot 
an hour or more until our wood b^an to fiauly and 
mght coming on, we left and went on to ths 
prairie. This little fight ciist them twenty-thvet 
killed, and of course a gieat many wounded. We 
never lost a man, and had but one man wounded, 
(shot through the leg.) The next morning bef<ne 
we ^Q^ gat back again . on account oi a heavy 
Jog, miy had the whofo [of General Atkinson's] it 
ny upon thenau We fimnd Aem at it, walked 'm, 
a^tookahandoursehres. Hie first diot fitmi the 
WmtioT laid out three. I can hardly tell you aiiy 
tidng about it, for I am in great haste, as I am bow 
•nnrir way to the field again. The army k)st eight 
or nine killed, and seventeai wounded, whom we 
hmogfatdown. One died on dedc last night MIe 
teottgfat down thirty^x prisoners, women and chii. 
dten. I tellyouwhat, Aim, th^eisnofunin^jlfar* 
tag Indians, peurticulariy at this season, wbeti the 
grass is so very bright Every man, and evwi my 
eabini>oy, fought welL « We had sixteen r^tdai*^ 
five riie men, and twenty of ourselves. Mr. Haw, 
qS IHatt, Mr. James G. Soulard, and <me of die Qe* 
leUesy were with us and fi>ught wdl.''v 
• T^ff airiMintanAwuniinr irylf stflhii IsHTTnai 
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good keepmg with the spirit which prompted tme 
firing upon a flag of trace. By what ciicumstance 
the commanJer of the Wiputior ascertained that this 
white flag was intended as a decoy, is left wholly 
unexplained. As he and his men, were beyoad 
file reach of the Indians, humamty and the rules of 
War, required that he ^uld hare aUowed bimatlf 
more timxi fifteen mtnutte^to aseertain the traeob 
ject of the Indians, in raiang the symbol of a capita 
^edatioiu Blade Hawk himself, asserts that }» di«- 
teeted his brares not to fire upon the Warrior, as be 
tePtended going on board in order to saye the wo- 
jtiM^ and diildreii; that he raised a white flag and 
'Mdled to the captain of the boat, destrisg him to 
•end his canoe on diore, that he might go on board, 
%a he w«ited to gtve Mms^ up. The de^oraUe 
,e^liti6n to which.Black Hawk was at this time 
tedtteed, flying fyt safety to the west sid^ of the 
MliiiM^pi> eneUBftbered by his women and difl- 
4km, and his whole pittty exitailrted by fatigne 
^Md Inmger, renders it etmmeif diffiailt le believe 
^tttt any decoy was iiitended by Mm. Indeed, no^ 
:lh&ig can be more certain, ttian that he was most 
A^artily dextrous of ending the disasttoils and fil- 
ial contest in vfhkdt^ he had become inf^olved, wMw 
•enxt the slaughter of any more of his peopto. If 
iSb% Unr^ for Mood had been less rapacious on the 
part of the Ametteans, ot iheit re^qpeet for a flag of 
tnic^ sometfikig greater, the furflier destruction 
^f life woidd hare been spared^ and the nation pre- 
served flc^m the charge of having fired upon $k fttg^ 
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CHAPTER VIL 

General Atkinson orertakes Black Hawk — Battte of ih« Bad Axe— 
AtktiMon*t official report-*Incidents of tk« Batl1*--Captare <M 
Black Hawk and the piopbci— Naopepe'MiaUmot to Ck»ei*l Scof 
•^General Scott and Governor Reynolds conclude a treatj with tbt 
Pact, Foiet and Winnebag^oet — Cfioaet which led to the war — Mb- 
' livay ibr gcftiiif op Mian wan^Firtl vtUck made bj 4be fHiiMiii 
militia — Report of the Secretary at War in r^^ard to this cauipai^ 
•General Maconib*t letter to General Atkinson — Secretary Cass* 
ftalnneiii of tb« caoct which l«d to this war— Conuaeott upon thb 
•tatcnient, and its oniisstont pointed out. 

Aftsb the b^tie v^^oa tbe WiawHuiny the wbojp 
army^ under the eommand of Greneral Atkiasoii^ 
crossed to the north skbe of that river^ at UM^ai^ 
and on the* tweuty*niBth of July, coBimeooed tfa^ 
pursuit of the Indians, by forced marchea^over j^ 
rugged and:n9M>uBtaiiM>us amntry. <^ the mormt^ 
of, the second of August, while ten imleft from the 
Mississippi, it Wi^us aflpertaiped that the enemy we^ 
upon the bank el that stream, near the Bad-«tt, 
and in the aet oferoseing to the west side. AnaHge- 
menta weife iipincKHat^ly OEiade for an attack. 6^i» 
Dodge's sqmidroo was placed in fronts icdiowed bf 
the inlantry, and these by the brigades of Heiwjr^ 
AJleaander^ wd Posey. The army had proceeddl 
in this order about £ve miles, when some Indiana 
were discovered and fired upon. They umnediate 
ly retieated to the main body, on. the bank.pf the 
river. To prevent the possibility of the escape -of 
the ehemy^ Gfner^Is Alexancter and Foeey, warn 
diicacled to $em^ -the ri^t wing of the araoy, and 
maic^ to .tb». mm^Btmw ,iim.ln4imi T»imiwiiiii» 
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and then to move down along the bank. General 
Henry formed tlie left wing, and the United States' 
infantry and General Dodge's squadron, occupied 
the centre. In this order, the army descended a 
bluff bank into a river bottom, heaVily timbered, 
^nd covered with weeds and brush-wood. Creneral 
liemy first came upon a portion of the enemy, and 
commenced a heavy fire upon them, which was re- 
turoed. General Dpdge's squadron and the United 
States' tio<^, soon came into the action, and with 
General Henry's men, rushed upon the Indians, 
kiliing all in the way, except a few who succeeded 
in swimming a slough of the Mississippi, about a 
faiuidred and fifty yards wide. Ihiring tliis time 
the brigades of Alexander and Posey, in marching 
dowli the bank of the river, fell in with another 
{Mnrty of Indians, and killed or routed the whole of 
them. When tfie Indians were driven to the brink 
of the river, a large number of men, women and 
diiidren, plunged into the water to save themselvcis 
b^c swimming; bat only a few escaped *^ova sharp- 
ahooCera^' The battle lasted about three hours. 
in the afternoon, of the same day, Grenerals Atkiif- 
pony Dodge and Posey, descended the Mississippi, 
to Prairie des Chiens, in the Warrior, and there 
awaited the arrival of the mounted volunteers, who 
reached that place on the fourth. Among the In 
dians who escaped the slaughter was Black Hawk 
Twelve of those who effected their escape, were 
captured on the fourth, by a party of whites, from 
C^isBviUe, under the command of Captain Price, 



y Google 



168 .|«V8 ^9 UJL&t HAWK. 

ir«st side of the Mtfisisstppi, w«re sQlMequemif «t. 
taeked by a party of hostile Sknix, ainl eHher Ml- 
od or uktn prisoners. The brief, but official ac- 
count of this battle n given by tl^ aonimaPiHng 
general, in these words; 

PkBifivteCliini.At«t SS» 1881^ 

Sib: I hare the honor to report to you diat 1 
crossed the OniKonsin on the 37th and 28th uitfano, 
with a select body of troops, consisting of the regu- 
lars under Col. Taylor, four hundred &i nmnber, ' 
part of Uenry^s, Posey's and Alexander's brigades, 
amounting in all to 1300 men, and immediately -fell 
upon the trail of the enemy, and pursued it by a 
forced mlu^h, through a mountainous and di^uh 
country, till the morning of the i^ inst, when we 
came up with his main body on the left bank of 
the Mississippi, nearly opposite the mouth oCHtm 
loway, whid) we attadied, defeated and dispersed, 
with a loss on his part of about a humlred and fifty 
men killed, thirty-nine women and ehildten taken 
prisoners — thd precise number could not be ascer- 
tained, as the greater portion was daki after being 
forced into the fiy&t. Our loss in killed and 
wounded, which is stated beknr, is very small ia 
comparison with the enemy, which may be attribute 
ed to the enemy's being forced from hb positions 
by a rapid charge at the ' commeticement, atid 
througlM>ut the engagement-^4he remnant of dm 
enemy, cut up and disheartened, crossed to tlua 
49pP{«]tMM# itf JA^^T^^ai^ hM Ad 4^ Ite 
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MiMy ffitit a TMWy ft 18 mqpposed, of joiaiiig Em* 
fci^ ^oid Wapidle^s bands of Sacs and Foxet. 

The boraeiKtf llie volunteer ix«ops being exbaiiiat. 
ed by long marches, and the ugulac txoofB mAant 
shoes, it was not thought advioiMe to oontinue the 
pursuit; indeed a itop U> the further effusion of 
, blo0imsmfAt0 be i;s^«d fbr^ttU it qoig^it fat asoer 
lained if the enentiy :w;ould£UsreBder. 

It IS ascertained ficom o^rfranne»9iliuli;tlte en* 
emy lost in the battle of /the Ouiscon^uinx^deight 
^SMi itod a vary large .nuadaer wouodei; .his 
whole }09i 4060 iio^ fall ^Kot .of jduee Huiulred; — 
after tibe batt^ <m |ho Xt^^nsin, those of the 
enemy's womjejfi audi .ohi^d^p^, |^ j$SPld whp wjS^e 
dismounted, attempted to make their escape by de* 
acdnding that msT, but judicimia measures being 
laiken by Qaptain Xioomis and iieut >Stre€^ Indian 
^gesdf thkty4«o Iv^men and chilidtoen and ibur 
men have been captnced,. and some fifteen miea 
killed by tiie detachment wider Lirat iUtner. 

The daf after .the battle on diis r^^er, I iell down 
H^tfa the reguliur troops to Jtlus place ty water, juid 
the xoouBled inen will jp|n m to-day. it ifinow 
my puifos^ fo.dkect j^eokok, i^ demand a sm* 
iwder.c^4lie .femaining prini^^^mn of (be boctila 
purty, iidi|di,fcom ihe luga niUnber of women ax^ 
cbfidren 9re iMld pnsoners, I liaireTev«ry reason to 
Itc&ye will be oempgad with. Sheuid itnoi, ifasy 
Aottld be paissuod and aubdued^a step Maj. 6«n 
&mtt wiU 4ake u^oa faiaaifirai 

I eannot spefk <|oo Ughly of 4hi bra^e eonduet 
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iMt bfttlle and the fetigitir^ maidi ttiat praMMT 
n, as soon as flie reporU» of officers of the brigader 
sud corps are handed in, they shall be submitted 
With finrther remarks. 

5 lolled, t wounded, 6th mft. 
S do. 5thinft. 
I eaptain, 5 prirates Dodge's Bat momMd» 
1 Lieut 6 privates Henry's 
1 prirate wounded, Alexander's 
1 prirat^ Posey's. 

I have the honor to be with great re^MCtt 
Tr* obt servant, H. Atkikson, 

Brevet Brig. Gen. U. S. A. 
Ifi]. Gta. MacaaOi^ Con.in Cl^ WadiiDgtoD. 

The destmctton of life in the battle of the Bad« 
axe, was not confined to the Indian warriors. Liti 
tie discrimination seems to liavebeen made between 
the slaughter of those in arms and the rest of the 
tribe. After they had sought refuge. in the waters 
t£ the Mississippi, and the women, widi their chiU 
drai on their backs, wore buffeting the waves, inan 
attempt to swim to the opposite shore, numbers oT 
them were shot by our troops. Many paialul pic- 
lures might be recorded of the adventures and bori 
fors of that day; One or two cases jnay be dtedi 
A See women, named Na^-sa, the jGttter of a 
warrior of some note anumg tlw Indians, found 
hsrsslf in the hottest i>( the fight She succeeded 
at length in reaching, the river, and keeping her 
i||lat^ €hild^$)ose limits bbmki^ ligr force ,of her 
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Hm toil of fr hoTsoy whose rider was swiomiing bim 
to the opposite shoi», and was carried safely aerosi 
Ihe Mississippi. When our troops dbarged upon 
the Indians, in their defiles near the riTerymen, wo« 
men and children were ao huddled togethisr, that 
the slaughter fell alike upon all of them. A young 
•quaw was standing in the grass, a sh^nrt distance 
from the American line, holding her «hild, a little 
^rl of four years old, in her arms. In this posi- 
tion, a bail struck the right aim of the child^ just 
^ove the elbow, aad Mattering the bone^ passed 
into the breairt of its yoimg mother, and instantly 
killed her. She fell upon the child and confined it 
to the ground. When the battle was nearly over, 
and the Indians had been driven from this pointy 
Lieutenant Anderson of the United States iariny, 
bearing tlie cries of the child, went to the spot, and 
taking it from under Ae dead mother, carried • it to 
die place for 8urg,ical aid. The arm was amputa^ 
led, and during the operation, tte half starved chdd 
did not cry, but sat quietly eating a pi«:e of hard 
fcfiscuit It was sent to Prairie des Chiens, and en^ 
tirely recovered from its wound. 

When the fortunes of Biack Hawk became des; 
perate, his few straggling allies, from other trtb^ 
dot oidy deserted him, but joined his enemies. It 
fe to two Winnebagoes, Decorie, and Chaetar, thai 
ttie fallen chirf is indebted for being taken captivcT. 
On the 27th of August, they delivered Black Hawk 
md ttM Prophet to the Indian agent, General 
Street, at Prairie des Chtens. Upon their deht^ 
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^Myfsthsr, loowctandfaefeKeTOtt. WlMnve 
pwrtod, I told jFon i wouM sxtom aoon; but i 
eanU not oone any soomi. We ham hnd to go 
a gieai dinaoce [tatfae Dialli, m liie Wiaoouiii, 
abcMro &e pettafe.] Yoo Bee we )mto done wHai 
y<m«entus4odo. llieae,(pokitmgl»tefarnotjtf8) 
a9elbetwo7«u<oldaBtoget W« lisn done what 
]roa tdd « 9lo. 4o. W« ahraya 4b wliatyoa featt 
U8, beeaase we kooir it is for oiar ^cmmL Father, 
yoa toid ua^get these men, and it would be the 
CMMe oCmodtifpod to the WionebagM& We lian 
farong^ them, btttitJuuiheenvMylmdiipriisteda 
80. TYiat one, Black Hawk was a greajt wscf o£ 
Yon tokl ns to bdng ttiem to you alii« : wm 
hava done ao. If you had tdd us to %mg 
their heads alooe, we would haiFo done ao^ and jt 
would hare been leaa difficult than wbaA we have 
done. FaAer, we deliver tiieae msn imo yonf 
hands. We would noi ddiver ^xsm eviea io our 
brother, tbe chief of tba warriors, but io you$ be* 
oanae we loiow you, and we beUeTS yon ase o«r 
fidend. We want you jU> keep tbem safe; if tinef 
are to be hurt we do not widi to aee it. Wait um 
lH we am gone befbie it is 'di»e. Fatb^, ciany 
Ibde birds have been flying afaomt our ears ofi 
late, and we thonghi tthcqr whispeied to us thai 
there was evil intended for us; imt maw we hope 
these ^Ibiids will iieitoiur;c»isakine. We know 
you sffe our friend, because you take our part, and 
ibsA is the reason we do what you toll us, ta 
4o You iAy you love your red Qhikken: we ttuak 
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We h$£re ten&Aeuae iit y^isL find yxsu maty relf on 
Hi, We har« been pronased a gxmi deal If we 
would take these men — chet it woiud <ib much 
good to oar peofrio. We now hope to see what 
will be done for ue. We imre come in Itsste; we 
ere lired and hungry. We now put titese men inte 
ymxt haiide. We have done all that 3rou told ne ti 
do/' 

The agent, G^erai Stfeet^ replied: <'My chil* 
dren, you have done welL I tokt you to brmg these 
Mm to me, and you hare done so* lam pleased al 
what you have done, tt is for your good, and for 
Ibis rei^ion I am pleased, t assured the gieat chid 
of the Wamors, (G^ieral Atl^aon) that if ttieei 
men were in your country^ you would ind them 
and brin^ them to me, and now I can say much 
fyt your good. I will go down to Rock rdsxtd with 
the prisoners, and i wish yon who have brought 
these men, especially, to go with me, with sudi 
other chiefe and warriors as you may select. My 
diUdren, ^ gi^at chief of thd warriofs, when he 
left this place, directed me to deliver these and all 
other prisoners, to the dnef of the wairiors at this 
place, CoL Taylor, who is here by me. Somd 
of the Winnebagoes, aouth of tho Wisconsto, hava 
befHend^ the Saukies, and some at the Indians of 
my agency have also given them aid. This dis^ 
pleases the great chief of tfie wamora, and your 
great father the President, and was calculated to do 
mudi harm. Your great father, the President at 
Washington, has sent a great, war ch^ firom Aa 
tax eaat^ General Scott, with a fresh army of sol* 
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diers. He is now at Rock Island. Your great fa- 
ther tlie President has sent him and the Governor 
and ciiief of Illinois to hold a council with the In« 
dians. He has sent a speech to you, and wishes the 
chiefs and warriorsof the Winnebagoes to goto Rock 
Island, to the council on the tenth of next month. 1 
wish you to bt ready in three days, when I will go 
with you. I am well pleased that you have taken 
the Black Hawk, the Prophet and other prisoners. 
This will enable me to say much for you to the 
great diief of the warriors, and to the president 
yQur great father. My children, I shall now deliv* 
er the two men, Black Hawk and the prophet, to 
the chief of the warriors here. He will take care 
of them till we start to Rock Island.'* 

Col. Taylor upon taking charge of the prisoners 
made a few remarks to their captors, after which 
Chaetar, the associate of Decorie, rose and said, 

<< My lather, I am young, and do not know how 
to make speeches. This is the second time I evei 
spoke to you before people. I am no chief; I am 
no orator; but I have been allowed to speak to 
you. If I should not speak as well as others, still 
you must listen to me. Father, when you made 
the speech to the chiefs, Waugh Kon Decorie Car* 
ramani, the one-eyed Decorie, and others, I was 
(here. I heard you. I thought what you said to 
ihem, you also said to me. You said if these two, 
(pointing to Black Hawk and the prophet) were 
jaken hy us and brought to you, there would never 
siore a black cloud hang over your Winnebagoes. 
Vout words entered into my ear, my brains and 
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my Iieart. I left here that same nighty and yoa 
know that you hare not seen me since mitil now. 
I have been a great way; I had much trouble; but 
when I remembered what you said, I knew what 
you said was right. This made me continue and 
do what you told me to do. Near the Dalle on the 
Wisconsin, I took Black Hawk. No one did it but 
me. I say this in the ears of all present, and they 
know it — and I now appeal to the Great Spirit, our 
grandfather, and the Earth, our grandmother, for 
the tnith of what I say. Father, I am no chief, 
but what I have done is for tho benefit of my na* 
tiony and I hope to see the good that has been pro- 
mised us. That one, Wabokieshiek, the propliet, 
is my relation-— if he is to be hurt, I do ndt wish to 
see it. Father, soldiers sometimes stick the ends of 
their guns into the backs of Indian prisoners, when 
they are going about in the hands of the guard. I 
hope this will not be done to this man.*' 

Naopope the second in command, with a few other 
Indians who escaped from the battle of the Bad- 
Axe, were also brought in by the Sioux, who being 
the ancient enemy of the Sacs and Foxes, seized 
upon this opportunity of waging war upon the rem- 
nantof Black 'Hawk's band. TTiey were placed 
by General Street, in the custody of Colonel Taylor. 

On the seventh of September, the prisoners were 
placed on board the steam boat Winnebago, and 
sent down to Jefferson Barracks, a few miles be- 
low St. Louis. The arrival of General Scott a 
the scene of action, was unfortunately delayed it 
til after tlie campaign was dosed, in consent fS % 
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of tfi6 AxUuiccboIerstuiTmg bndceib^ oiA, amoiif tl» 
noopi tinder his cammasd, whSe tace&Sng &e 
lakes. The diseasd contmoed to rage affieog tfaeoi, 
with dreadfui mortalky^ ibi some ikae after their 
arrival; at Rock i^and. Of Course^ this campaign 
added no new latvel^ to tte nnUtslry rqptitatipn of 
General Scott; but, by bU hnman^ and tireleea es- 
ertions for the alkriatJOQ of die rafferii^ of his 
soldiers, he won for himself more tiiie glory, than 
the most brilliant rietoty, over an faidiaist cuemy^ 
could confer. 

While at Rock Island, General Scott mstttuted 
some inquiries ai]te>hg the Indians, in ve^iti lo ths 
difficulties betn^een fbec^ sEnd the wliites.. AlBong 
others interrogated was Naopof^e, the firieiid nod 
counsellor of Black Hawk^ whd participated in the 
eampajig^, and on accdiint of his c6uiagie and ^kil) 
fts a warrior, directed to ai great extent, the more^ 
ments of the band, from the period of thek reeros* 
sing the Mississippi, until the battle of the Bad*Axe. 
His statement confirms the declaration of Black 
Hawk^ that in coining oyer to the ea^ »de of the 
river, there was no intention of making war upon 
the frontier settlers; and that they really intended to 
surrender to Major Stfllman, txptm Sycamore creek, 

I on the 14th of May, and actually sent a white Hag, 
in evidence of their subnusnon, which was fired 

^ upon by the American troc^s. 

"I always belonged to Black Hawk^s band 
Last summer I went to Maiden; when I came back> 
1 found that by the treaty with General Gaines^ 
the Sacs had moved across the Mississi{^L I rs 
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K6ck riv^^ tfairtyj^five xmles abdve tM mouth. 
SiiH^g the irinler Ihe Prophet sent lim scibss the 
Mta^ssipply to Bladi£ Hawk, with ^ me^saig^, to tei) 
bim sUkI his bami to dro6^ back to h» riltage and 
make corn : that if tbe Amenesaim came and to^d 
th^n i6 remote dgsm, they woiikl sbake Irafids 
with fhent H the Anlierican^ had eome 9ttd told 
ns t& more^ we i^ordd have dial^m hands, and ka* 
mediately have moyed peaeeably. We eiK^mped 
on Sycamore creek. W6 met some Pottoii^atomiea 
and made a feast for thein« At that time I heard 
&efe were some Amerioatis [under Maj. Stilfaxiati} 
near vs. I prepared a il^hite flag to go ind see them, 
afid sent two or three yonftg men on a hill U> se<^ 
what they were doing. Before iisB feast iiras fin- 
ished, I heard my yoimg taeh were kili^. Thia 
was at smiset Some of m^ young rten ran ottt^ 
two killed, and the American^ -^ere seeh tashing 
on to our camp. My yoitog men fired a feir gmxs^ 
and the Americans ran off, and Bojr young men 
chased tfaein about 2^ Inilea." 

l9aopcq)e fuitfier stated that the Pottowatomies 
immediately left them, and that noihe of d^ Kicka* 
poos ever Joined tl^na, A few of the Winnebagoes 
did, and b^n^t in scalps at different times; but so 
%oon as they A^eoreied "Oiat the whites were too 
powerftd for the Sacte, Ih^ tnmed round and 
fought against theseiu Some of the other witnesses 
es^mined on this deeasion, testify, that when 
lUack Hawk saw tbe steain boat Warrjor approach- 

ing: thwii <m tbe fiirt of Ai%iiirii he aaii he pitied 

8* 
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the Vdmen and ciittdren; and^havii^ determined 
to surrender to the commander of the boat, raised a 
white flag which was immediately fired upon« This 
fact is stated in the letter of the Captain of the War- 
rior, and is corroborated by Lieutenant Kingsbury, 
who had charge of the troops on board. 

Among the prisoners^delirered to General Street^ 
was the prophet Wabokieshiek, ot the Whit« 
Cloud, a stout, shrewd looking Indian about forty 
years of age. This individual exercised consider 
able influence oyer Blade Hawk and his band. 
He had a village, called after him, upon Rock river, 
where he usually resided, and was recognized 
among the village chie&. He claimed to be part 
Winnebago and part Sac, his father belonging to 
one and his mother to the other of these tribes. He 
wore a full suit of hair, with a white head-dresa 
rising several inches above the top of his teiir — a 
style of dress suited, it is supposed, to his pr(^:»* 
sion. He seems to have had sagacity and cunning 
— two qualities essential to the character of a 
prophet, and without which they could not long 
retain their influence and sacred character. Wa« 
bokieshiek has been represented as tne priest of 
assassination, but the evidence on which this charge 
is made, seems to be wanting. He was instrumen 
tal in persuading Black Hawk and his party to re* 
turn to the east side of the Missisdppi in 1832, and 
went down to the moutli of Rock river to meet 
them, and encourage the belief that the Americans 
would not interfere with them, so long as they re- 
frained from any offensive operations. He aatde a 
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apeedi lo tbe brar^s «ftd waiiion of Slack Ha^pk* 
in which he told them they had nothing to leaf and 
nmch to gain: That ftie American war diief, would 
not molest them flo long as tbey acted peaoeaMy: 
Hia^ lihe time would come when Ibey would be 
ceody to fms&e a >d^eEeDt :CaAir8e; but diat tbey 
SHist Await «ich mufeceemenls as would enable 
them lo isetiflft the army of 4he whites. Ihd Fro 
phet was either di:^ed inmsel^ or fdaying npon 
&tid credutity of Bki^k Hawk and Naopope. He 
was jQomtaBt^ #y^^ them assurances of assis^ 
taocp from Ihe.otbar tiibes and fRioiQ their British 
Father at Maiden. There may Imire been i»aaon 
for expecting it iiom the £^mer, but mum (mm 
the latter. He entertained strong pirejudices against 
the whitesyAud being natiimlly prone to mischief 
laakmgy wee wiUi»g lo *ir up the Indians to re- 
m^ame, ir«iiliout ^caximg for the resnltei Hm would 
be likely to feUow ^a bo^r war. The likeness 
of b^nx9 vfimix Is berie giTen, is said to convey a 
goo4 idea of his styje of dress aud tbe ^pr^esision 
of hisiJBOft. 

On the *^l$rt of fii^fiteiKi^r^ G<^]ier«U JSp<*t and 
Go^eriipr JReynold^ cioneluded i^ t^neaty T^i^ the 
Winnebfl^oeSy and .:th# Sacs aisd Fojces; the pro* 
visions of which have been i^ated. tpt the faith- 
ful performance of it, on the ^fart of the lU'- 
dij^is^ it was stipulated tfiat Black Hawk and im 
twojsonsy Wabokieshiek the Prophet, Naopope and 
five oth^ chiefs of the hostile band, should be re* 
tai^^d as hoisUi|[es during the pleawre of tb? 1^ 
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idmt Tbe remainder of the priBcm«q% tsaplwf^ 
during the campaign, were set at liberty. 

lu recurring to the causes which led to this wait 
and the spirit uid military skill with which it was 
conducted, there is nothing on which a cito^ of 
the United States can dwell with satisfaction. Look>* 
mg alone to the official documents, that have boea 
published on the subject, it would appear that tbir 
Indians were the aggressors— that they invaded Uifr 
territory of the United States, marking their fali| 
with outrages upon the unoffending citizens; and 
that diey were met, encountered, and defeated, on^ 
der circumstances which shed renown upon the wnxm^ 
and humane policy of the government But it is 
necessary, in doing justice, to both parties in thia 
contest, to destroy tMs flattering picture. 

Some of the causes which operated to render 
Black Hawk and his band, discontented with the 
conduct of the United States, and with their condi- 
tion upon the west side of the Mississippi, have 
been enumerated. Whatever may have been their 
ulterior views, in returning within tlie limits of the 
state of Illinois, in the spring of 183i^, it cannot be 
supposed that they came with any immediate hos- 
tile intentions. Had they been determined upon 
war, they would neither have encumbered them-i 
selves with their wives and children, nor hare 
openly re-crossed the Mississippi, near to Fort Aibw 
strong, when they knew there was an officer of 
the UnitM States army, with a body of troops, sta^T 
tioned at that point, for thg^ejq^ress purpose of peen^ 
Mviocpetoeupoaibe fittitipf. giich meveaMiM 
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W^HM have been at variance with the well known 
military i)olicy of the Indians. Judging from the 
mccess of General Gaines, in removing this same 
band, in 1831, without blood stocd, to the west side 
df tfie Miississippi, it has been supposed, that a pa- 
cific conference between the commandant of Fort 
fthnstrohg and Black Hawk, in 1832, before he 
Kiid commenced his ascent up Rock river, would 
Have Resulted in the peaceable return of the In- 
dians to their own hunting grounds. The condi 
ti6n of thmgs at that time, warrants such a belief. 
and the subsequent declarations of the Indians, 
tfCrengthen the opinion, that had the experiment 
Been made, it would have been successful. It is 
title, that the conmianding officer at Fort Arm* 
strong, sent two messages to Black Hawk upon 
tfiis subject; but the first is represented by the In- 
ffians to have been an order for them to return; and 
the second, that if they did not, they would be pursued 
^nd forced to re-cross the Mississippi. These efforts 
fbiled, but it does nbt follow that a friendly council 
ifjpon the subject, Would not have resulted difier- 
«itly. 

- Many causes operate in bringing about an In 
dian war, and in plunging the government of the 
United States, prematurely and unnecessarily, into 
if. frhere is generally upon the frontiers a class of 
[p^sons who have nothing to lose, and much to 
l^ti by such a contest. It gives them eitiployment 
ttoA circulatesr nu>ney among them. With such pi« 
^Mfit Joafct^^AQ. tacli»9 wa^.k always popular* 
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TheathoDe Mftie ^imlia^ HMcTi"^ % wamm^m 
and respeetable 1x>dy of mea^ to b^ found vp^o 
Ihe frontier ci^ll^Qaei^, wbp, fir^jpa jhitvipg suffix* 
ed ia their panKWi m^ property fjjr the b»- 
barlrie^ mA phiader ^ the ludis^lis, }mif^ ^m^ »t 
length to look i^^)!m:theapL aa ao bettearlbBa^ tihe TriMl 
beasts of lisi^ forf»t, wA 'wfeoiP uawy <WW«S«« 
make it fi^t^Nqil dpty, pn thp pairf pf Ae wfe^ileB, ito 
extenmo^klt^ l^y fiice im[i4 t^e jiwopl A«fw» &^» 
is the t^pAbx ^qu^tt^ fupidlMd.i^iac^ljMor, ^wJh^ 
interest is nlwifty^ |)^<Hpoted by |k ^n^iOMri bw^at^ 
it usually rei^ts in 4ayJing tlis I«diwis iiirtfier 
back £rom Ibe ^^tontjer. Intarja^i^xe^ ^ith these 
classes, aje many quie^ 4kn4 'V^NFthy dti^iei^ who 
with their fan^lies, have be€» e^ai^^ to t^ fraii* 
tiers, in the of^diQary coiiise pf ere^^^ by 4lw 
tide of enrispratlon. I^ese may hw^e neitti^ a ^s* 
sire for war nor n C<ddii\g of hos^Uty lowa^ ^e 
Indians, but when the tq^hawk is :iais^^ thoy 
contribute to swell jthe ^lanpin, ^^MWi oft^nl.^Q^> by 
their very fears c^ ^ w^st, ^ W^cb to bnog'lt 
about Finally, ^ is not :to be ^^i^^iUse^ ^^ iherp 
are many individuals, in the states, who are ^gstos^ 
to look to an IniUan war, as a jaoe^iBs of gija^i^riiig 
their love for adventuiie aD4 ^^xiciteu^^; «r who, 
having political asppratio^S) a^ra 4l^|><dS|Ml 4o iiq|cf 
the military renown, wlu^.|n^y)M jg^^igb^ m a 
campaign, the mea»s <if aittaimw 4>ff llW'^e' 
It is obviouj^ if thei;e he pmy ^>iiw4^^ ^ l^^mm 
positions, that an Indian W9f mV 9&m^im9^ k» 
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undertaken witfioiit any just cause, prosecuted 
without system and terminated in dishonor to our 
government. 

When Black Hawk and his party rashly deter- 
mined, in the spring of 1832, to recross the Missis- 

^ sippi, a fine opportunity was presented, for getting 
up a border war, and the necessary machinery was 
speedily put in motion. The old chief; with a 
few hundred braves and their women and children, 
carrying with them their cooking utensils and per- 
sonal property, had no sooner reached the east 

. bank of the Mississippi, than the alarm note was 
sounded upon the frontier, and echoed from cabin 
to cabin, until it was spread throughout the state of 
Illinois. . The most dreadful anticipations of savage 
cruelty were indulged — the force of Black Hawk 
was greatly magnified — ^his thirst for vengeance upon 

, the whites was only to be appeased by blood — th« 
>«tate was actually invaded by a powerful and re- 
iiorseless enemy — and memorials and petitions, for 
an armed force to repulse the invaders and protect 
the frontiers, flowed in upon the Gk>yemor, from all 
quarters. Such was the excited state of public feel- 
ing, such the force of public sentiment, that little 
Uipe.wfts left for Executive deliberation. Gov- 
cmor Reynolds issued his proclamation, reiter- 
ating the dangers of the frontier, and calling for a 
body of the militia to march and protect it. A call 
under such circumstances was promptly responded 

- to, and in a short time, a large body of mounted 

^ volunteers^ emBracing many of the most r^spect5i.ble 

and 'influential citlaens'^f' tUmois/Vere 'i£t ^tho 
at 
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vicmitjr of the inyadin; foe, and leady for co-opef« 
ation with the regular troops* under General AtJdcir 
son. A concentration of these two forces was 
made at Dixon's ferry, on Rock fiver, about thiny 
miles below the encampment of Black Hawk and 
his party. Had a conference now been sought with 
he Indians, their prompt submission cannot be 
doubted. Black Hawk, whatever might have been 
his previous expectations, bad receive no addition 
of strength from other tribes— he was almost d^i- 
tute of provisions — had committed no act of hostility 
against the whites, and with all his women, cliiU 
dren and baggage, was in the vicinity of an army, 
principally of mounted volunteers, many time9 
greater than his own band of braves. He woukl 
probn^ly have been glad of any reasonable pre- 
text for retracing his precipitate steps. Unfortun-. 
ately no effort for a council was niade. A body 
of impetuous volunteers dashed on, without caution 
or order^ to Sycamore creek, within three miles of 
the camp of a part of Black Hawk's party. He in- 
stantly sent a white flag to meet them foir the jpur- 
pose of holding a council, and agreeing to return 
to the west side of the MississippL Uiifortunately, 
for the cause of humanity^ as well as the good fkhh 
of the United States, this flag was held to be but 4i 
decoy, and without waiting to ascertain its true 
character, the beaters of it were fired upon and one 
of them killed. An onset was inunediately made 
by Maj. StiUman upon Black Hawk, who finding 
there was no alternative but war, met oiir troops^ 
ajp4 pt them t» %ht i^ thi^ manmr ik^^ de» 
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9(9r)bed. £mboUtenj$d by his brilUimt ffuccMi ^i 
Itus engagement^ and finding that be would w% be 
permitted to capitulate, be fient out bis wi^r parties, 
removed hi$ Wi>pen and dul^ren up Sodc rivers 
dJad a re^lar border war was conweneed* The 
murders which bis men committed upon the fron* 
tier settlers, naturally infa:eased tba alarm tbfo^gh^ 
#ut the state, additional volunteers nisbed to the 
seat of war, and the c(^3unanc|ing Greneral com^ 
mencod his n^itftry operatic^s for a ^eg^lar c^uao* 
paign« In about two months, Hlwck ^awk, having 
lo^ many of his men, in the different skirmishes 
with the Aqauerican troops, and not a few of his 
women and children by actual starvation, found 
bunself upon the bank of the Missisi^ppi, endeavor'^ 
ing to escape the pi^swng wsmy, bycro^^i^ to 
the west side of tb^t ^fW« While engaged in 
this act, the stea^ bpfit W^mo^x having a^ 9xme^ 
iSitrcq on boards fended d^e riyej: for 4|^ p^urpos^ 
of cutting oSt, hif i^treat, Qnc^ more J^ck Haw)^ 
raised the white flag, and sought lo sunendeif 
hjmself wd'bia wb^ple bafi4^ to the wbltef^ Again 
bis flag ^as loQk^d upon as a decpy , i^^ in fifteei^ 
minutes, a round of canister (shot, {tom the boat,^ 
was fired, with desuUy fatality iiito the midst of hit 
men, women m^ children. The foUowiog mQr&. 
in^ the main army, ipider General Atkinson, 
reaciied the scene pf stctio^* His force must have 
been si^ or eight times grealer than that of the In- 
dians, and by a judicious movement* the latter was 
promptly surrounded on three sides by the pur* 
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Warrior, the Traters of the Mississippi, and a b^and 
of hostile Sioux on its west bank, precluded all 
chance of escape in that quarter. A demand upon 
the Ihdiiinsi at this time, to surrender, uncondition* 
ally, would tmdoubtedly have been most cheerfully 
acceded to. But it appears not to have been made. 
It is probable that General Atkinson whose char- 
acter for humanity, has alwa3rs stood high, could 
not restrain the impetuosity of his * troops long 
enough to propose a capitulation.' They had been 
deeply excited by the murders perpetrated by the 
Black Hawk band — had been harassed by a long 
and fttiguing march — and peiiiaps felt, that the re- 
sults of the campaign, tfius far, had been rather m- ' 
glorious to their arms. These causes may have 
conspired to precipitate them into a battle, which 
had been better spared than fought, inasmuch as 
it resulted, necessarDy, in the death of a great many 
ndseralde women and diildren, who were already 
on the brink of the grave, from hunger and exhaust 
tion. , * 

A brief recapitulation of a few of the evtints of 
this disastrous campaign, has thus been made, for 
the purpose of showmg, that however hostile Black ^ 
Hawk and his band may have been, originally, td*. 
ivards the whites, he did not make the first attack 
upon them; and that the war might in all proba- 
bility have been prevented, or arrested in any stage 
of its progress, by the exercise of that forbearance, 
good faith and sound policy, which should ever be 
dherished by the United States. 
' The official ifeport of General Atkins^R WtS'tiwr- 
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til Macomb, after the battle of the Bad^xe has been 
quoted in full. Oitthe ^5th of November 1832, 
the Secretary at War, Mr. Cass, in his annual re- 
port to the President, says, in speaking of this cam- 
paign, 

^ General Atkinson, with the regular troops and 
Inilitia under his command, pursued the Indiana 
through a country very difficult to be penetrated, 
of which little was known, and where much exer* 
lion was required to procure regular supplies. 
"niese circumstances necessarily delayed the opera* 
tions, and w}ere productive of great responsibility 
to the commanding officer, and of great sufferings 
and privations to all employed in this harassing 
warfere. The Indians, however, were driven from 
their fastnesses, and fled towards the Mississippi, 
with the. intention of seeking refuge in the country- 
west of that river. They were immediately foUow 
ed by General Atkinson, with a mounted force* 
overtaken,* and completely vanquished. The ar* 
rangements of the commanding general, as well in 
the pursuit as in the action, vter^ prompt and jadi^ 
cious, &nd the conduct of the officers and men was 
exemplary. The campaign terminated in the un« 
quaUfied submission of the hostile party, and in tim 
adoption of measures for the permanent security of 
the frontiers, and the result has produced upon the 
Indians of that region, a salutary impression, which 
It is to be hoped will prevent the recurrence of 
limilar scenes." 

On the 25th of October 1832, General Maoomb 
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fraDimitted to General Atkioaom tbe fbUowins46V 
ler, from the Secretary at War. 

Department at War, Oct Sidu 1833. 

Sib: The return of the President to the seat o£ 
govenumuity enables me to commmikate to. you 
his sentimepts in relation to the operatioq^ a^d rer 
suit of the campaign^ recently conducted undpf 
your orders, agaipst the hostile Indies; and it i^ 
with great pleasure, 1 have .re^cieived ^i? instruOf 
tions to inform you, that he appreciates the difficui* 
ties you had to encounter; and that he has beei) 
highly gratified at the jtennination of ymx axdiiouf 
and responsible dnties. Qreat privations and pjpih 
barras^ments^ necessarily attend such a warfarcj^ Wfi^ 
particularly in the diiOlcult country occupied by tb^ 
^nemy. 'the arran|^ements which led to the det 
feat of the IndianSj, were adopted with jp4gn)em 
j9jud pursued with decision, and tjt^e r^svijx wa;i hc^ 
orable to' yoiirself, and to tb^ pf&cep d^ ^^ 
actiq^, UAder your orders. 

i will thapk you tp^ oommiwc^te to the forcaj 
(that s^ved with you, both ^e|j;ulars ^4 militia^ ib^ 
feelings of the President upon this occasioj^f. .| 
It^ve the honor to b^ wry rcjspectfully, your obt» 

Geiu H. Atkuiaoi^ JeOexm Bflpe«ckf^ 

In the report of the Secretary at War whfch to^ 
just been referred to, there is the following stat^j 
pient of the causes which led to this contest << The 
x^^vxA t\9stiUUe^ (gpuiq^enc^d by the Sac and Fo^ 
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tadians, may be traced to causes, which have been 
for some time in operation, and which left little 
doubt upon the nuncb of those acquainted with the 
savage character, that they were determined to 
commit some agression upon the frontier. The 
confederated tiribes of the Sacs and Foxes have been 
long distiaguisdied for their daring i^irit of adven- 
ture and for their restless and reckless di^x^sition. 
At the comiQ^ncement of the eighteenth century, 
one of these tribes made a desperate attempt to 
' seize the post of DetroUf and during a period of 
forty years, subsequent to that eiSbrt, they caused 
great trouble and «nbarras»aient to the French colo* 
nial gov^nment, which was only terminated by a 
most formidable militaxy es^pedition, sent by that en« 
feiprizing people into tl^ir remote regions west of 
Green Bay. During the last war with Gre^ Britain, 
this coniSE^racy entered zealously into the contest, 
imd was among the moet active and determined ot 
mr enemies. After ttte peace their communicatioA 
i^itht)ie Canadian authorities was preserved; and, 
in every year, largQ parties of the most influential 
chidi aiKl warriors visited Upper Canada, and re- 
lumed buten with presents; That this continued in 
tercoQTse kept alive feelings of attachment to a for- 
eign power and weakened the proper and necessa- 
ry influence of tilie United States, is known to eve- 
ly one who has marked the progress of events and 
conduct of the Indians upon the north western 
Rentier. The tribes upon the upper Mississippi, 
particularly the Sacs and Foxes and Winnebagoes^ 

jfcn^yfi^iopt in ^koir UOSitiflUL mud in tb^if yintirml a /vn 
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rage, and totally igtiorant of the vast dlsprofportiofa 
between their power, and that of the United States, 
hare always been discontented, keeping the freuttci 
tn alarm, and continually committing some otftragv 
upon the persons or property of the inhabitants 
All this is the result of impulse, and is the necessa 
ry and almost inevitable consequence of institH 
lions, which make war the great object of life. It 
is not probable, that any Indian seriously bent xip 
on hostilities, ever stops to calculate the force of 
the white man, and to esthnate the disastrous con- 
sequences which we know must be the resuh. He 
is impelled onward in his desperate career, by pas- 
sions which are fostered and encouraged by the whole 
frame of society; and he is, very probably, stimu- 
lated by the predictions of some &naticdl leader, 
who promises him glory, victory and scalps. ' 

*< In this state of feeling, and with tliese incite* 
ments to war, the Sacs and Foxes claimed tbe r^glH 
of occupying a part of the country on- Roicfc ri^er> 
even after it had been sold to citizens of th^TTiiited 
States, and settled by them. In 1889 and in 1S30, 
serious difficidties resulted from their effotfs to es- 
tablish themselves in that section, and fr^^pient 
collisions were the consequence. Representations 
were made to them, and every effott, diort of acttml 
hostilities, used by the proper officers, to induoe 
them to abandon their unfounded pretensions, and 
to confine themselves to their own country on the 
west side of the Mississippi river. These elfiirts 
were successful, with the well disposed -portion of 
\im "tribes, Hbur-w^tfe -irtifliHy "daiavaafay ^tf^^nliv 



y Google 



.binttd known by thcf name of the ** Brffish party-'* 
In 1631, thiit aggressions were so serious, and thef 
attitode they assumed, so fomridable, that a con 
*terabte detadimfent of the army, andofthte militia 
^ niino4s,Was caUfei! into the field; and the dis- 
^^Rectedfeidiatis, alarmed by the preparation: fcr their 
ttetsfisCHK^nt; agrei^d t6 reMde arid Kmit, <<^tii;jbii 
their own lartds we^ of the Mississippf river,'* and 
Ihat fb^ Would riot re-eros^ this rWef to the twual' 
l^ace^^th^iir residence, nor t^ any part of thdir did 
httntitig' grbuirf's east of tte Mfeisissipp!, wiifeout the 
elrpress permissldri of tM President 6( the t/riited 
States, or the Governor of the state of filinbil 

" This arrangement had scarcejy 'been concludi^, 
beftwe a flagrant outrage was aiiiimitted,bya;party 
>f thes^ Irid&ns, upon a band of friendly Menomo- 
-liies, ateriost nkikt the gunk of Fort Crawford. 
•Pwenty-five persons were wantonlj^'iiiuipdered, and 
many wotmded, white dncampiEld in the Prairie du 
Ohien, ahd resting in fancied seciiritjr upon our* 
soil, and imder our flagi If air act like this; hatf 
bedn suffered tbpa^ imiiotice<i BXtd uhpiinishcd, a 
war between thescr tribcis would havebi^ the don- 
: ae^iice, inr whicTi otir frbritieni'worild havefa^n 
iRwlved, and ftie character' arid- inttueiice of th^" 
goverhment, wtiirfd haw biSen^ lok to th**opinidtt 
of the IndiJttw. 

^ ApprthenisSvi^ fiiwii t^ <^iaM<St ev^ts alreaicfy 
statei% and from <^er^ dritoiMtoiicaijthjA thedi^ 
a;8ectefl banff of Satftmi Fosss^ to-ould again har- 
ai»^ and ^Kditud[> thrAhkmi^ta^v^ dttr bdit&xa^^ 
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Menies ihoniAbefiiraenderedortakpn,tfaedepart«» 
mant ordered General Atkinson, on the 7Ui ol 
March last, to funend the Misussippi with the dJ8*~ 
ponble regular troops at Jefferson banacksy and to^ 
carry into effect the instructions issued by youi- 
direction. Still further to strengthen the froi^ers> 
orders were given for the re^occupation ctf ChicagoL^ 

« The draaand tot the surrender of the Meno^ 
menie murderers was entirely disregarded: and tbei 
Britirii party of the Sacs and Foxes re-crossed the^ 
Mississii^ and assuaung a hostile attitude, estaW 
lished thesssdves upon Rock river. Hie subse^ 
quent events are well known, and the result haa^ 
already been stated in this report'' 

In the annual report of Maj. General Maoegib 
to Congress, of November 1833, very mudi the 
same positions are taken in regard to the causea 
which led to this contest with the Indians, that are 
contained in the report tcom the War Department. 
Its leadingobject seems to be to place the United' 
States in the right — the Indians in the wnmg. 

It is to be r^rettad that the Honorable Seeretaryv ' 
whose opinions and statements on all subjects con- 
nected with the Indians, carry with them great* 
weight, had not been more explicit, in aaugnmg the ^ 
causes which led to the late war, with a portion 
of the Sacs and Foxes. It is not to be supposed, 
that the Secretary would designedly xwgait any thing 
whidi in his opinion, was necessary, to a £b^ pre*^ 
sentation of this xoatter; i>ut aa the case stands, -hie' 
statement does not, it is believed, do justice to thOt 
Tivlisy Thg Secretaiy .'s^*^bii 
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•lutTe^Iwmjrs been di8ooiiteaated> keeping 4ho firon^ 
ii/sr in alann, and continually commiuing 8pme out- 
rage on the peisons or property of the inhabitants.'^ 
Between the treaty of peace at Portage des Sipox^ 
in, lSl6f and the attack of Major Stillman^ in 18Sd| 
it i» supposed that the Sacs and Foxes never < killed 
one American; and, their aggressions upon the per* 
scms and property of Ae whites, consisted princi« 
pMlyt in an atte^mpt to retain posses^i^n of th^^ 
village and corn-fields, when inreased upon by the^ 
white settlers, who, in violation of the laws of Con 
gr^s and express treaty provisions, were commit- 
ting outrages upon the Indians: . The report of the 
Secretary further states, that the Sacs. and Fojtes 
<^ claimed the right of occupying a part of the 
oountry upon Rock river, even after it had been 
sold to citizens of the United States, and settled by 
tbem*'' But the report does not state that und^ 
the Ueaty of 1804, by which these lands were ced-* 
ed, it is expressly provided that so long as they 
r^nain the property oi the United States, the In« 
cUans of said tribes diall enjoy the privilege of 
<< living and hunting rxgou themf ' it does not stal)& 
that ibr six or eight yeari he£>re the government 
hflid soU an apre of land upon Rock rhrer, the white 
settlors were there, in viol^ttion of the laws, tres- 
passing upon these Indians, and thus creating that 
very hostility of feeling, which, is subsequendy cited 
aa a reason for the chastisement inflicted upon them 
by the United States: it does not state, that in the 
y«ar 1829, govemm^Eit, for the purpose of creating 
uj^glf^FiM ltWLr§lo^li^i.of .tb#.MiaM boWiSM^ * 
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rivcrr, dftiMSlMr ai feilr ^;«»fer itectiM^ cfl" Idnfl;' ih 
dudiiig the Sisie tillage, td %« sold, aithbtigh the 
irontii^ MtUetBentflforiHiliois had nof llieiM«athed 
vkhiD fifty or ritty iM^ df that pla^, Md ntfflknis 
of acies of landarolNiid \%, Wfere wibcciipied and int- 
sold: it d<>M rioc stai^ tlial' ifisfead of fcqniring the 
kidians^ to tem^^*^ fi^fta the ^fuftrt^^ee^N^^hw 
prematurely' aWd^ ttv o!h^ lattda on^ Ifcdc riv«r. 
owned b]f tfitf UnHed^ State^^aiid on wBich, inklek 
the treat]r, Aey bad tf right to htmt and reside, 
they iirere oonimanded to retnove to the iHrort sfefe 
of the Mislmsf|>ii4t it does not aCate^that the «< MrfaMln 
aggrea^ibna^ and <^fi>rmidablc attittkte'* assitmed 
by the «*BritWi pdrty,-' in 1S31, conaiaied in their 
ttttemjyt to rlii^ ar ero)) of oom and beans^, in thtow- 
ing do^n the fence* of tfie \^hite$^who were^ c^ii- 
closing their field^^ in <<poiHthig deadly weapons'* 
Qt them and in <<ist^ftlh)g- their potatoes^" it doe^ 
not ^ate that the murder of the Mehominie ht 
dians, at Fort CmWford, by a party of tfie*<BHtirt 
Imnd/* waa in retaliation, for a tfttti^r « flagrant 
ontrage/' committed the aumniisr previons^bytbe 
MenonrinieS) upon Pe^-mtuMi^, a prind^^t diief 
rtf die Fo»8 and nine or ten <rfhia tribe, who were 
going up to Prairie des CMeiia' on l^iinesa anii 
w«m within otie day^s tmVel (tf that place? it does 
not state that one r^aaoii assign^ by the <<BMti^ 
party for refiiaitig ta silH^nd^t the imirderer^of 
tne Menomiiiies, was the^ feet that the goremm^n 
hud not made a rimilar demand of that tribe fdr the 
murderers of the Sacs; it doea not atate tfiat the 
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HI 1832, after recrossing the Misjdssi^i, and tlieir 
ifstajbtisiimeot oiu A^efc rive^, jim|il]r ameimled U^ 
jtiuas tbski they cunene aver with tjbm^ wolne^ ax4 
ichMtexk for the Avoiw^ i^uff o«e^ ;r$iVHi9 a crop 
^ com with ili!^ Wiimebttgpes — yt^m teinpprarily 
4iQciMnp!6ct on tbi^t ftre^oa-^bfKl ^ompai^ad no out'- 
wge upoa {^rpm oir pi:opi«^*-r«^d weie lustMatty 
.eogs^ged iu ^e^iiik^ noiue gijies^ with a 4og* 
fea^t, when the ilUoois .im|tia i^proaiebed 4i^ 
eiMsip, aad jsiUed the be^er of a %yhi|e :flaig,^i^ifaieb 
Black Hawk sexA io th^m, in t^kenof |iis j[iQftceaM# 
dyuH)oakion« Theae siay b^ un wpoiit^^ ^mmmfh 
in the 0|^»9b of the Seeretjary, h^ m IcAkkig^ 
4be cauaes wJxkti led to ^lis contest^ and the (^irtt 
i0 i^ich it was cond^ciled, ^i^y haw it^^ doe»cd 
4)£ M^cient impomnoe, to ^eeejir^ a fMffmgM^t^ 
when refeorkig lo his i^por^ 

i)te eqpteioahas been expresaad mom than once 
m the course of this nrork, tii^C thetse wms. in realilyt 
no neoessiiy for this war. A Aim hot ftabeajyig 
course of policy, on the part of the Utuled ^Slalai^ 
towards this discooitenied fragment t)f 4» %is» and 
-FiHces, would, it is believed, iiaanB prevenied mf 
seooiis aggression upon 6uf .people lOr their fNrtpeiw 
iy. Certain it is, 41^ ^ &w tbMsand daihur^ 
aupevadded to a homaiie spiiit of ooactliailion, moM 
•have efibeted 4be permanent jceopomi pf iSlacfc 
-Hawk and his bead, to Ae west side -of rthe Miansr 
sippi: and, as the gcnrefnment was jiot.canleiMi«H[g 
with them, in support of its noticuml &iAj^mor 
about to punidi ;themibr an iasuk -to Sit mliaiiid 
jhwoBiitbafQCoiridhaTei^eflniio 40ipMe:|»f«r 
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ehasii^ the settletiiefit of dm diflitiitij) on sii^ 
terms. It has been stated that in the spring of 1831; 
Black Hawk agreed to remove his band to tfie vest 
tide of the Mississippi, and relinqmsh all claims %b 
tfie lands npon Rock rirer, if the United States 
wonid pay him mx thousand doUars, with wlnek^d 
jmrchase prorisions and other necessaries for his 
people; aiul that the Indian agenl at St Louis, was 
infimned of this fact Moreover, it has been pnb^ 
licly alleged that before the campaign against 
Black Hawk, in the summer of 1832, the President 
and Secretary at War, were both informed, that the 
^ British Band" of the Sacs and Foxes, could Ym 
peaceably removed to the west side of the Missis- 
sippi for six or eight tliousand dollars. ' The seerck 
tary was assured, in the presence of a member of eon- 
gross, that the inquiry had been made by a person 
fimiiliar with the Indians, and the foct of their 
wiUii^ess to remove upon tliese terms distinct^ 
ascertained.* 

Under die treaty of 1804, the Sacs and Fons 
ceded to the United States, more than twenty miU 
li<ms of fctea of first rate land, for less than twenty 
tliousand dolbtrs. Black Hawk not only contended 
for the invalidity of this treaty, but insisted that 
the price paid by the United States was wholly be.- 
low the vahie of the land. Under such drcum- 
f the course of the government was obvious 
have quieted die complaints of ttie Indians 
and secured their peaceable removal to the west, by 
a secMid puiphase of theur intemst to the temtory 

•See 8t.Lonw Timet of 13th April, 1833. 
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tn question. Had it cost twenty, fifty or one hun- 
dred thousand dollars, to effect this object, our 
country would istill have been the gainer, botli by 
the preservation of the national feith and the na- 
jtionaL treasure— for the former was wantonly vio- 
lated, and the latter uselessly squandered. The 
potest wilh Black Hawk and his party, destroyed 
Ibe lives of lour or five hundred Indian men, wo* 
men and children — about two hundred citizens of 
the United States — and cost the government near 
two millions of dollars ! Such are the results of a 
war commenced and waged by a great ns^tion, up- 
on a remnant of poor ignorant savages; — a war 
which had its origin in avarice and political ambi- 
tion, which was prosecuted in bad iaith and closed 
Id Hishtmor. 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

Qliclllawk, Kaopope.lh« Prophet and pHiers confiiMcl tA Jegtnom 
Bamick»->ln April 1833 sent to WMhington — Intertiew with tbe 

- President— tent to Fortmt Momroe— Their release—Twit the eas»> 
em cities — Retarw to the Mississippi— Conference 9fL Rock islaod t>e- 
tween Maj. Gnrlanily Keolcuk, Black Hawk aud other chiefs — speech- 
es of Keokak» Pkshthepaho and Black Ha««t— Finat dischar^ of tha 
host ages ■ T heir return to their £m':Uea— Bl»ck Hairk> visit to >Va>>i 
ington in 1837 — His return— His personal am>earan<;a — MiHtaJj tal- 
ents — Intellectual and aioral character. 

Black Hawk, his two sons^ Naopope, Wabokie- 
sheik, and the other prisoners, who irnder the treaty 
of filst September, were to be held as hostage^ 
during the pleasure of the president, having been 
^nt down the Mississippi, to JeflFei-son Barracks, 
under chaise of Lieutenant Davis, were immedi- 
ately put in irons, a measure of precaution, appa* 
reiitly, as unnecessary as it was crueU 

"We were now confined," says the old chief, 
«to the barracks, and forced to wear the ball ana 
chain ! This was extremely mortifying, and alto- 
gether useless. Was the White Beaver [Gen. At- 
kinson] afraid that 1 would break out of his bar- 
racks and run away ? Or was he ordered to inflict 
this pimishn»ent npon me ? If I had taken him pris. 
onerupcM^ the field of battle, 1 would not hare woun- 
ded his feelings so much, by such treatment, know- 
ing that a brave war chief would prefer death to 
dishonor. But I do not blame the White Beaver 
for the course he pursued — it is the custom among 
white soldiei^, and I suppose was a part of his 
duty 

200 
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^ Tbe ^ime di^aggedhoavily and ^l^pQ^y ^^ 
ihraughont the >vinter, althoagh the White Beavei 
did eyeyy thing in his power to render us cojnfor 
.t^ble. Hayinjg: been accustomed throughout a long 
life, to roam tbrough the forests — ^to come awl go 
at liberty-Mion^ement under any such circuinstan- 
ceg^j^o^ld uot bjc l^ than torture. 

^VWe passed away the time making pipes, unti 
spring, when we were visited 1^ the agejit, trader 
and interpreter^ firom £o<xk Island) KeoWk^and se- 
veral ehiefe and braves of osur natiosu, and my wife 
iund daughter, j was rejoiced to see the two latter, 
and spent my time y,ery agreeably with them and 
my people as lon|[ as they remained/^ 

Diu'ing the winter they were visited hy a great 
nimiher of persons^ on^ of whoni remarks^ " We 
>yere immediately stnip]^ with admiralioi^ ft the gi- 
gantic and symmetricpjliigures of inostof 4he war- 
riors, who seemed as they reclinjedjip native ease 
and gracefulness, witlx Aejar half naked bodies ex 
posed to view, rather like statues from .somue mas* 
ter hand, than beiqgs <>f a r^e ,whoji?a ve bad beard 
characterized as de^enerat^ and deba^d- Tiiey 
were clad in leggins and mpccasd];is ^4 buck^in, 
and wore blankets, vbicb wejKs tiwwxwn ^iround 
them in Ihe maxmef of Ihe fiom^ ^toga, so as to 
leave their right arms bare. Tlie youngest among 
them were painted on their i>ecks, with a bright 
vermilion color, and had their faces transversely 
streaked, with aUernate red and black stripes. 
From their faces apd ey^hmws, they pluck out the 
hair with the most assiduoiis care. They also sba7« 
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orptdlitout from their heads, with the exception 
of a tuft about three fingers width, extending froni 
between the forehead and crown to the back of the 
head; this they sometimes plait into a queue on the 
crown, and cut the edges of it down to an inch in 
length, and plaster it with the vermilion which 
keeps it erect, and gives it the appearance of a. 
cock's con*/' TTie same writer adds, that, "but 
for the want of that peculiar expression which 
emanates from a cultivated intellect,'' Nasinewisr 
kukf the eldest son of Black Hawk, could have 
" been looked upon as the very personification of the 
Aeouufeo/ofmiEmly beauty/' Among their many vi;n- 
ters while at this place, was the distinguidied author 
of the ^ Sketch Book," who in a letter, under date 
of 18th of Dec 1832, says, <<From St Louis, I went 
to Fort Jefferson, about nine miles distant, to see 
Black Hawk, tfie Indian warrior and his feUow 
prisoners — a forlorn crew — emaciated and dejected 
— ^the redoubtable chieftain himself, a meagre old 
man upwards of seventy. He has, however, a 
fine head, a Roman style of fiice, and a prepossess* 
ing coimtenance."* When Catlin the artist, visited. 
Jefferson Barracks for the purpose of painting the. 
portraits of these chiefs, and was about to commence 
the likeness of Naopope, he seized the ball and 
chain that were fiustened to his leg, and raising^ 
Aem on high, exclaimed with a look of scorn, 



• « The Book of the Indian* of North Amoica,'' hj SumW GL 
Drake of Bofloi^ contunfaigmudi mterailinf matter aboQt U^ 
mes of fSboM ooimtij,and fiom which we have copied aevend of tli*^ 
ipeecbea made upon Oie Bberatioii of Black Qavdt 
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**mak6 me so, and show me to the great fether/* 
Ifpon the artistes refusing to paint him as he wished, 
fre kept varying his comitenance with grimaces, to 
]!)revent him from catching a likeness. 

Doting the visit of Keokuk to Jefferson BarracKs, 
he made exertions to obtain the release of the pns. 
oners) pledging himself to the Indian agent at St 
Louis, and to General Atkinson, to be responsible 
feir their good conduct in future. Soon afterwards, 
however, the General received orders from the sec- 
retary at war to have the prisoners sent to Wash- 
Sigton city. It was in the latter part of April, 1833, 
Chat they reached the capitol, under the escort of an 
officer of the army. In the first interview between 
{^resident Jackson and Black Hawk, the latter is re- 
]^resented to have said, << I am a man and you are 
another.** In the course of their interview, the Pre- 
ddent informed bun that he and his companions 
must proceed on the following day to Fortress 
Monroe, there to remain, until the conduct of their 
I^ple at home was such as to justify their being 
set at liberty. In reply to this, the Prophet said, 
<i We expected to return inunediately to our people, 
tlie war in which we have been involved was oc- 
casioned by our attempting to raise provisions on 
dur own lands, or wherfi we thought we had a right 
so to do. We have lost many of our people, as 
t^rell as the whites. Our tribes and families are now 
exposed to the attacks of our enemies, the Sioux, 
and the Menominies. We hope, therefore, to be per, 
mitted to return home to take care of them." 
Black Hawk concluded hte addresar to the President, 
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which embraced a history of tfie late msr^ b|r fia]h 
ing, ^ We did nor expect to conquer the wlikes^ n» 
They had too many houses, too many men. I took 
lip the hatchet, for my part, to reFenge injarie^ 
wliich fiiy people could no longer enduie. liad 1 
borne them longer witliout ^riking, .my pooplf 
would have said, Black Hawk is a woauuir He 
is too old to be a chiel — he » no Sac. These rd- 
floctions caused -me to raise Ihe war-whoop. I say 
no more of it; it is known to you. Keokuk onee ' 
was here; you took him by the hand,.aud ^be&th^ 
wished xo return to Jus hooEie^ you weie .willing 
Ulack Hawk expects, that, Uke Kctokuk, weahi^ 
be permiued ;to oratum too.'^ The Pjmideiit gave 
them assurance 4hAt 4he^ cornea and chikboi 
siionld be protected from the Sioux and theUenomi^ 
.nies, ^nd 4hat ;k> joou as be wa^ satisfied that peace 
was restored oa the froatiers^ they should be per- 
mitted to return home. 

On the 2(ith of ApriU they set off for FoitrosB 
Monroe, at Old Point Comfort, whpre ihey r^ma^i^ 
ed until the Iburtb of Iuqc, wJu^, »n oixjler w^as re- 
ceived, from the Prcjsjdent, by the .comopiaudiuig of- 
ficer, fox the liberajtion of the Indian captives. The 
kind ireatnicjutof thp prison^cs by Coionel Eoatia, 
then in comn^md At Fojrtre^ Monroe;, Jiad won 
greatly upcm their j:cgaid. Whw tjibout to depart. 
Black Hawk waited upon ihe Colonel, and $ak)y-^ 

« Hrotficr, J have come op my .own part, and ki 
behalf of my conipanions, to bid you fs^rewell.. Our 
great lather has at length been pleased to permin us 
tp xetum tp our buntii^ pounds. W^ ba^yp bmi^ 
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llwftoteanirf^, and the sonnd of the rilfe t(ritrhere» 
rfter only bring dieath to the deer and the biiffaio. 
fiitrther, you have treated the Ted men very kiiidty. 
Foiit sqtiaws have miade them presents, and yoii 
nave givtsar thi>m' plenty to eat and drhik. The 
nfeniory of yolit" fHencbhip wiH remain till the 
Ol-ea^ ^irit says^^ it is thrl^ for Black Hawk to sing 
^ dfeaith'SMgi Birbflierj yoitrhotises^^are as numer- 
iHis as the' leaves upon tfe trees; and your young' 
#aitiors, like the sandi* upon tlie^ shore of the big 
lake thai to^^ befiir^ us. The rerf man has bnt few 
bouses^ and few waiTiors, but the red- man has a 
hieaft Which" throbs as" warmly as the heart of his 
WM^ brother. The Gresft Spirit has given ns 
tMtr htttiting gfooiids, and the skin of the deer 
Wiildh we MU thcrifr, is hi» favorite, for its color is 
white, and this is the emblem of peace. This hmit- 
ing^ dress and- these f^athersr of the eagle are white. 
Accept them, my birothet; I have given one like 
tfiic^ to^the White Otter. Aeeept of it as a memorial 
of Black Hfeiwfc. Wlieii he is fiir away thifj will 
serve lb rewind you of hihi. May the Great Spirit 
Uidii you and yoiiir cfiiMren-^fakiBWiBlL** 

Ott the flftfi of June, uhder thte charge of Major 
i^ti Gttttand of th^ United States army, Black 
Haiirk and hts fi^ edtopanioiis, took tlieir depar* 
tHrefkHii Fortress Monroe. Before leaving tfie 
Cbift«fiip#flfck^, they Visltied Norfolk and the Navy 
Yart at GospoH. They were taken ou board the 
Delliwaref, 74, and were much delighted -with its 
a|)p^iu«iMo# IMadc Hawk expressed a strcfngp de^ 
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sire to see the chief who coxnmuided ityand to^ttjBti 
the mau who built it, by the haad* -^ 

At Norfolk a large concourse of persons viaitecl 
thenu Wabokieshiek, the prophet addressed them 
Crom the bako&y of their hotel, as follows: - x 

<< The Great Spirit sent us here, and now happily ; 
we are about to return, to our own Mississi|yi, ai^ 
our own people* It affords us nmch haj^pinesf to> 
rejoin our fiiends and kindred* We would diafaSi 
hands with all our white friends assembled h^^ 
Should any of them go to our country cm the Mi^ 
sissippi, we would take pleasure in returning tbe^^ 
kindness to us. We will go home with peaeeakish 
dispositions towards our white brethrra, and miikai 
our conduct hereafter, more satisfistctory to theoik) 
We bid you ^H fiurewell, as it is the liust time w%, 
shall see each other." 

Black Hawk made a few remarks, and at one* 
o'clock, June the fifth, they started for Baltknoie* 
which place they reached at elev^i o'clock on tbft^ 
following day, and were greeted by crowds of ^ 
curious q[>ectator8. The renown of Black JEIawdc ? 
had every where j^nsceded him, and all were anx- 
ious to behold the old chief whose name and deedsr 
had excited so mudi conunoti(m on the frontiera of '^ 
the north west* The I^resident hap^HUiBd to be te- 
Baltimore at the same time, and, the ^ monumeot^*: 
city" was nev^, pertiaps, hcmored by the preatooe^ 
of two more distinguished ^^ limis" upon the samai^ 
'lay, than upon this occasion* They boA attended -. 
the theatre on the evening of the sinth; and,it:«i' 
said, that the attention of d)e house was v^ry equal* : 
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fy -divided between them. On the fenowing daf 
an interview took place between tliem> when the 
Ihremdent said to the old chief; — 
i "When I saw you in Wai^ngton, 1 told yoii 
that you had behaved very badly, in raising the 
tdmahawk against the white people^ and killing 
ibietij women and children upon the frontier. Youif 
iXmduGt last year, compelled n^ to send my war 
riors again^ you, and your people were deHsated, 
H^ great loss, and your men surrendered, to be 
kept until I should be satisfied, that you would not 
t^ 4o do any more icgury. I told you, I would en- 
quire whether your people wished you to return, 
ited, whether if you did return, there would be any 
dttnger to the frcmtier. Gen. Clark and Gen. Atkin< 
i^n, whom you know, have iitformed me that Shec* 
leak, your principal chiefs and the rest of your 
pieople are anxious you should return, and Keokuk 
has asked me to send you back. Your chiefs have 
pledged themselves for your good conduct, and I 
hUve given directions that you i^uld be taken to 
yotMr own cotmtry. 

^Maj* Garland who is with you will conduct you 
tlKfOUgh some of our towns. You will see the 
atiength of the white ^>eople. You will see that 
our young m«i are as numerous, as the leaves in 
tb^ woods. What can you do against us ? You 
DEMy kill a few wcmien and children, but such a force 
wmid soon be sent against yon, as would destroy 
your whole tribe. Let 4he red men hunt and take 
cave of their families,-bHt I hope they will not again 
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do ndt wfeh to injure you. W^ desire your prosk 
perity and improveitt«nt Fat if you again plunge 
your knives into the breasts of ouf people, I sJftil 
send a foite, Which will severely punbh you foir 
all your cruelttes. Wh«n yott go back, l&t^ to Hi^ 
coundls of Keoktrit and the other friendly chtefi. 
Bury tho tomahawk an* lir^ in peice with tht 
(tofoAen. And I pitfy the Great Spirit to givfr yon 
a smooth path and a feir sky to return.** 

The reply of Blaek Kawk t6 this aiSiress, vctir 
br»ef^ and the Pi<ophet mer^y saiil,' 

« My fethcr,— my ears Ate opett to your wordll 
I am ^ad to h«air them: I am g!a* to gb bdc^ tb 
my people. I trant to see my fettiay. I da nol 
behave weHlast summer. lought not to haVe tate^ 
up the tomahawk. Biit itty people Mayo stiffertid 
a great deal When I get back I t^ r^membiS^ 
your words. I wont go to \^r agfeiiifc I trtH five 
in peacfe. I *all hold yoii by th^ hand:*' 

The object of the PrittJident, in dhf^ctittgtfiedipM. 
tives to be taken home through some of the pritirt. 
pal cities of the union, was to exhibit t(f them fhto 
extent of the population^ tr^eial^^ aiid meaniEr df de- 
fence of the United St«tej|; in the iKirp^, that «mll 
impre^ions would be itittdb M the^ mindly >1^ 
would induce them to^f^pstbiftom cf^thig IB^Mft 
bances in future upon tfwr ftontft$». They twefe 
occortlingty directed tb be c^rrt^d as far ttetfkM 
Boston, and thence through Albatty, Buffitki^ iWtf 
Detroit, to their o'^tnti country. 

The captives reacl^d^Philsidelplilft m the lOfh^dT 
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Htti. Dimng their $tay in the dtjr, which was 
prolonged to four or five day^s, they visited the 
United States' Mint, the Fair Motrnt Water Works 
and other objects of curiosity; They had also an 
upportonity of witn^ing a grand military dis* 
play in front of their quarters in Congr^s Hall. 
Black Hawk wished to know if these were the 
tame soldiers, who w^e in his country last &um^ 
mer. In making reference to his late contest 
with the United States, he said t0 those around 
bim, * 

. << My heart grew bitter against the whites, and 
my hands strong. I dug up the tomahawk, 
and led on my warric^s to fight. I fought hard. I 
was no coward. Much blood was shed. But the 
iviiite m^i were mighty. They were many as the 
loaves of the forest I and my people failed. . 1 akn 
9^>rry the tomfthawk was raised. I have been a 
prisoner. I see the strength of the white iiien.i 
lliey are many, very toahy. Hie IndiaBs are but 
few. They a»e not cowards. They ai* brsve, but 
^ey are few. While the Great Spirit above, ke^ 
my heart as it now is, I will be tte vfMte man's 
IMend. I will remain in peace. I will go to my 
people and speak good of the white man. I will 
toll them, they are as the leaves of the forest Very 
many — ^very strong; and that I will fight no mora 
against liiem." 

On the morning of the 14th, they set off for New 

York, and reached that city at 5 P. M. and liad an 

^fportttpity^at thf momentpf -their ^nrifaL a^ tb?^ 

Battery, of beholding the greatest assemblage oi' 

s2 
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people they bad yet seen, diawn together to vi^ 
Bess the ascent of a balloon from Ca3tle Gardep» 
Thi& noTd spectade, greatly astc^iished the Tmtoas^ 
and one of them asked the prophet, if the aeionaiil 
was << going to aee the Great Spirit*' When tbf 
crowd ascertained that Black Hawk and his party 
^ere <m the steam boat, die ak resoonded wilh 
hoots of weloHne. Upmi Ikm landkig, such ims 
the press of the multitade to get a look at lb? 
strangers, ttM Aey could not readi their k>dgyigs 
until placed in carriages, and committed 4o the 
oha^ of tto police officers. They were finafiy, 
with much dilBkulty , taken to the Exdiange Hotd, 
which was immediately survonnded by thc^iniida 
of people, who would not retire to their houies^ 
wtil ^^Geaeial Black Hawk,'' had presented him* 
idf sey ral times at the window, and BTaciwidy 
bowed to the eager and admiring nmlti^e. ])iir# 
ing their whok vint to the city of New YQik» Ihegr 
were toeated with marked aiteaition. Their ro^tfof 
were oroiwded, daily, witfi ladm and gentlemM^ 
imd fliey were comducted with ceremony to tbo 
diei^res, the jmUie gardens, the arsenal, and oth^ 
places of interest E^pieecbes were made to thren^ 
and they jeodTed many hands(»ne presents. AmtHBig 
other civilities^ John A. Graham, Esch wailed ng^ 
<Hi them, and made the following address. 

^ Brothers, open your ears. You are hsmv^ Ai^m 
You haTe fon^t l&e tigers, but in ^ bad canee^ 
We have conquered you. We were sorry la^t yeai^ 
that you raised the tomahawk again^ us^ b^ w^ 
bdieva you did not k»ow us ib0U as you. de V0W 
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We think OM tn time to cwom, yon will be wrae 
and timt we shall be fmnds fore.ver. You see that 
we aire a great peojple-^tmmejrous as the flowers of 
&e field, aa the shells on the sea-«h<»e, or the fish 
in the sea. We put oi^ hand on the eastern, and^ 
at the same time, the oth^ on the western ocean* 
We all act together. If some time our great torn 

alk long and loud at our eoundl fires^ but died one 
dtop of white mm^B blood, owe young warriors, 
nB thick as the stars of the night, will leap on board 
of ou^ great bo&tis, which fly on the waves, and 
ovet the lakes — swift ad the eag^ in the air^^hra 
penetrate iho woods, make the }Ag giam thxmder^ 
ttnd the wboie heavens red with the flames of the 
dwellings of their enemies. Bfothers^ &e President 
tea made you a great talk* He has but m^ mcnith. 
Hmt Me ImM sounded th0 swtimenta of all the 
pieople. listen to wt^t he has naid to you. Write 
iton your m^iiori^ it is good^-^very goad. 

^filack Hawk^ trice these jewels^ a paii 0i£ topas 
eanrings, beatitifuUy set in gold, for yotir wif0 or 
daughter, as a token of friendship, kee|Httg always 
m:mind, timt women and children are fixe favorites 
^ ^ Great i^irit. These jewels aa^ 6om aa ofai 
Ruin, whose head is whfte]^ with the snows of 
seventy winters^ an oM msA who has teowndown 
his bow, put off his swoid, and now^ stands leaning 
dn hm staff, wuiting the oommanOs of the Great 
Spirit Look around yoUj see all thi^ migl^ peo* 
pie, then go to your homes, open ytur arms, to re 
ceive your families. Tell them to bury the hatch^ 
to niake bright the diain of friendshiti, to love dift 
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vrtdte tneDi and to Ure in peftOB with tiieoiy as lo^ 
as the rivers run into the sea, and ^e sun rises and- 
sets. If you do so^you will be happy. You viH 
then ensure tiie prosperity of imbom generations^ 
•f your tribes, who will go hand in hand with tissr 
scms of the white men, and ad shall be fetessad by 
the Great Spirit Peace and happiness by the Ues* 
sing of the Great Spirit attend you. FareweU.'' 

Black Hawk accepted the present and said in rs^- 
ply. 

'^Brolter, we like your talk. WewiUbefHendsi' 
We like the white people, lliey are very kind to^ 
us. We Aall not foi^t it Your counsel Is good. 
We shall attend to it Your viduaUe presei^ diall 
go to my squaw. We shall always be friends.'' "^ 

While at New Yoik, Major Garlimd came to tte 
detem^iation not to take the captinies to Boston, 
but to ascend the North river, and proceed dir^rttjr 
to the west Tins ideated mixh . diBappomdiient^c 
Amoi^ the citisensof thatdty> who were genessdly 
anxiour to behold the << grcoit agitator '' of the noittk^ 
western fioi^er. ^ 

In pittsuance of tius new arrangement, ba itmr 
i29d of June, the piurty Idft New York, in a steam 
iKmt for Albany, where tbey arrived on the lbUow«4; 
ing day. At this city, ti^y w^^e met by a crowd' 
of q>ectators, dmwn tog^cmr by their anxwty to 
see Black Hawk, so mmierous, thi^ it w«i foimd» 
necessary to cU^uise ttie Indians, in order to enable 
them to reach their lod^ngs. They remained in: 
Alban3rmxtilthe morning of the jS^fth, when theyj 
dteparted forBufiUo, ^tuoh pltiee.ttey r^ac^sd ron 
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ffce tnreQtjr-eig^th. Paring their stay in Bullaia 
itf'bieh lasted for three days, they had an int^esting 
mterview with some of the Seneca Indians, who 
ate residing on tbdir reservation near that jdace. 
Thidy were addressed by Earlundawana^ a worthy 
Seneca chief, who after expressing the pleasure of 
tm people to meet the Sacs and Foxes, and refer* 
ring to the condition ^ the Indians genertily, re^- 
spectfolly counseled Black Ha^wk and his party, to 
return home in a peaceable mind; to take up the 
tomahawk no more against tiie white people; but 
to cultivate the earth, and be hs^py* Black Hawk 
I'epiied, ^Owt aged brother of the Senecas, who has 
spoken to us, has s^ken the words of a good and a. 
Wiseman. We are sOfai^ars to each oAer, though 
wo have the same color, and the same Great ^irit 
made tis all, and gave us this country tc^etber. 
Brothers we have seen how great a people the 
whites are. . They are v^ry rich and very strong. 
ft ia Ml^f&t ns to fi^t with ihem. We shall g^ 
Kume with tanck knowledge. For myself I sbali 
advise my people to be qmet, and Uve like goodt 
mm. The advice which yon gave us, brother, is^ 
very good, and we tell 3rou now we mean to walk 
the straight path in future, and to content ourselves 
wlA what we have,^ and with cuhavating our lands.'' 
From Buffalo the captives were taken by water 
to Detroit, where their reception is said to have 
been nnidi less enthusiastic than in the other cities 
through which they had passed. It was stated in 
thA newspapers of the day, that they were burnt in 
eCgy m Hmt place. Biaek Hawk, in visiting, ibm 
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the fbnner raridenee of Gcfremox Oam^ lennffceclt 
*« This is tke old cowidl ground. I bars bad much 
good comisel here; but my trail led to the ivpposite 
shore, and my ears were dosed.'* Their visit to 
Detroit being over, they prooeeded to Gre^s Bay, 
and tfafluoe descended the Wisoimsili to the Missis- 
Mppi and down that river to Fort Armstioi|g» oq 
Rock Island, which place they readied aboiii Am 
first ci August, bi passing by Ae sto of ^ okl 
Sao Tillage, Black Hawk was deejay affacte4, and 
expressed mueh regiet for the causes which omeo- 
peUed him to emigmts beyond the Mississippi Tlie 
ntum of the Prophet was also attended with met* 
andioly assodaikms. His TtOage et^ which be 
had koig jHnsidfid^ was ratiiely broken up-^^hie 
wigwam m asfacfr-*-rhis &mily dispersed^ and> he, a 
suppliant for a imne hi the vfllage of some otbsff 
chief: 

Foft Armstrong,, was chosen by Major Gadand 
as the most appmpriate spot for Uie e^Eemonies of 
the liberation of Black Haitrk wd his paityji as it^ 
dralral posiikiii, wouU esaUe him to assemble^ at; 
a short nodce^maiqr Indiana fi^m the suirfmndii^ 
villages* This was the &vorite island of the In^ 
diausi in former years abundant in fruits and flaw* 
era; and, from time knmemorial the fancied abodo 
of a good^irit, whidi watched oveor their, village, 
and protected their himtinggroundsi No spot could 
have beed selected, calculated to awaken so many 
painfid associations in die mind of Black Hawk^ aa 
Rock Island Foor tedf a century it had been the 
wiCnesa of his power and infiiiencoi it w^ now ta 
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liBdome tiie scene of bis disgrabe, and lehiefam 
sofai^ssion to a rirftL 

V Immediately after Major Garland^s arrival at 
Fort Annstrong, he s^it ont rtmn^rsfor the pturpoise 
of asaeoiSdixig the neighlKHing Indians. The mes- 
aengerdespatched for £eokuk and his chiefs, found 
Aem encamped about twenty miles below the island, 
tetving just returned from a buffalo hunt, and being 
<m theit way to fort Armstrong, in Expectation of 
meeting ttie retuming captives. The runner return*- 
td tiiat night, and report to Major Garland, that 
on the morrow, Keokuk with a party of braves 
would ^each Rock Island. About noon, ah the foU 
lowing day^ the sound of the In^an drum, and th6 
riiouts aiKl wld songs of his people, announced the 
Ufptodxih of the princely Keokuk; He ascended 
the Bfissisrfppi by water, and led thd van with two 
large eanoei^ lashed side by side, hai^somely deco- 
rated, with a canopy er^ted over them, beneath 
whidi sat tihe chief and his three wives, with iih6 
American fiag waving Over tfiem. More than 
twenty canoesfbllowed the eUeftain, each containing 
fh>m four to e%ht of his warriors, whose shouts and 
songs^ swept over the transparent waters of the 
Mississippi, and were edioed from sh6re to shore.- 
lliis fleet of canoes, was rowed slowly up the 
istream, imtil it passed iSxe camp of the captives; it 
^1^1 returned and the party landed on the bank of 
the river, opposite to tiie camp of Black Hawk. 
Here Keokuk and his party spent several hours in 
arranging 4ieur dress, painting their laces and equip- 
tihig a m t rn ffr t n -^ttlyttiel i ^kufbkjjMib ofi^'k fhii^ 
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4xaf of tbe loikt being finished, tfiey fetonied ift 
their canoes, resumed their songs, and proceed^ 
directly across the ri^er. Keoloik, very e^antly 
dressed, decorated with Us medals and fi^ arme<f, 
was tbe first to land, and tnteing to his Mlowers^ 
said, «<Tbe Crieat Sfnrit has sent onr lM\>tfaCT badkL 
Let us shake bandb with him in firimidship.'' Hi 
then ptoceeded riowly, followed by his warriois^ to^ 
wards Black Hawk, who was seated, witfi tus^par 
ty, m fnmt of his tenqporary lodge, leaning upon Inl 
audf, and deeply alfecled by die occasion. Keokiii 
kindly extended his hai^ to him, which xbm 
tM man took wfth some cordiality. lUvin^ 
siAued the rest of the captives, he took a seal^ hiA 
eompamons IbUowii^iils exanqde. For some time 
aO was silenee--no one presuming to utt^ a wotd 
rnnil the chief had spoken. At last, Kedaiik in* 
quired of Black Hawk how Idng he had been upon 
tfie road ; and^ remarked that he had been expect 
ing Ins arrival, and Was ectomg up the river to 
B^et him, when met by the messei^r of Majo^ 
Garland. The pipe wius now introduced and passed 
round asH>ng Ih^ p^arttei^ iKtA an interdange of 
friendly civiMties msued. After an hour of aheiv 
nate smokii^ and talkit^, Keokuk arose and ^hk^ 
hands wkh Black Hawk, saying he should returfl 
to-mormw ; and then recrossed tiie riter in silenceu 
A consklerable part of that nig^ traa q>ent by thi 
chief and hb party in mngtng and dancing. 

The grand coundl, for the BmA liberation df A# 
captivesf, was held, with all due soIeinniitV ^V^ ^ 

U vmmmi Hia ijotil ftifrtirti #r 
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led^ 4ie siMlKmty cnT aiivaly^tndfisrniaUydeBoeiid 
$N>m tbe mok whieh to hud toii^ sustaaa^ amoog 
)U9 people. W^ttAntmnms presented ^. eamxa&* 
4iouB ro<mi) forliid ceteikmiies of the day^ and it 
ifitt fitted ftp fottbe oocaakm. About teao'clockiu 
^be forenoon, Keokuk and one hundred foQoirera^ 
leo^^sed the tivm, wsA petooeeded in mailad army 
ta the facriiien. Iliey were ecnidttcted ii^ the 
council l^oMc^ a&d shoiwn the mM which ihey 
)rere to occupy* Keokuk was seated with Pashe^ 
jpahow (the Stabber) on 4me iride, WapeUar (the UCf 
tie P^inoe) on the other. The finttmr a^dl^f ef the 
B9C9y tfae latter of tto Foccea. The remainder of 
his band took tfa^ seats fa the rear, and maiBtaioK 
ed throughotti tlM ceri^ftoey^ jnrcrfbittul siteoee. 

It was not long befi»te Blaek Hawk aad -his as* 
eodates, made th^^ appeairaiice^ As they entered 
the rootii, Keduik and die two ehiefii by his. side^ 
arose aasd greeted them. They were seated directs 
ly op^MK^te to Ke€jb&. Mack Hawkj attd htaso% 
Kasinewidtak, wbo sd^^ms to have been warmly 
fttadied to Usfather, $fpp^awi to be much deject* 
fcL They had the daypreino^ made objections 
|o this ceuncEy as^unneeeseary, and peinftil to th^ 
feelings. They now came into it with deep feelings 
c^ mortificatioti. For a time profoimd silence reign- 
ed tbrougiKmt die assembly. Major Garland at 
l&ttgAi arose and addressed the counciL He w»i 
jjfleasedto find so much good feeling existing ammig 
file Sacs and Foxes towards Black Hawk and his 
ifxtji and he lUi oonfldsnt frooi what he had ob^ 
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MTTod, iiDDe tbeir aferl^al, thit Aey widd im^ 
after lire in peaoa: He had but liltle forth^ to ad(]l^ 
as the PreaidMit'a qpeedi, addressed to Black Hawk 
and his party, in Baltimore^ oontaiaed the views 
of their great Father on the millers bdbre themi 
and, this qpeeeh be should cause to be again imer 
preted to them. 

Keokuk Mowed Major Garland, and aft» hay 
ing shaken hands with those around him said, 

**l have listened to the talk of our great Father. 
It is true we pledged our hon<Mr with those of ooi 
young braves, for the liberation of our frtends. 
We thought much of it*-our councils were long-- 
ttieir wives and children were in our thoughts^ 
when we talked of tfiem our hearts were fulL 
Their wives and chikbren came to see us, which 
made us feel like wcmien; but we were men. The 
words whidi we s»t to our great Father were 
good: he ^oke Uke the father ol" children. The 
Great Spirit made his heart big in counciL We 
receive our brothers in fiiendship-*-our hearts ai^ 
good towards ttem. Hiey oncse listened to bad 
counsel; now their ears are closed: I give my hand 
to them; when they shake it, they shake the hands 
doll I will shake hands with them, and then I 
am done.*' 

Major Garland rose a second time, and state^ 
that he willed it to be distinctly understood by all 
persons present, in the council, that their great 
Fath^, the President, would hereafter receive and 
acknowledge Keokuk, as the principal chief of the 
Sac and Fox ^nation; Ihath^ wished atid ejcpect^ 
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Black Hawk to listen and confonu to his eounsetsf 
if any unkind feeling now exiisted, it naust that day 
be buried, and, that the band of Black Hawk must 
be henceforth merged in that of Keokuk. The in- 
terpreter so reported the remarks of Majot Ckurland^ 
that Black Hawk understood the President to say 
that he must conform to the counsels of Eeokukf 
and, the old cluef, losing all command of his fed« 
ings, became deeply and instantly excited. Hie 
spirit which had sustained him iii earlier and better 
days, burst forth with uncontrollable Tiolence. He 
sprung upon his feet, but so deeply excited as to be 
almost tmable to utter a word. With the most m* 
dignant expression of countenance, and with it 
vehemence of manner characteristic of the savaga 
when roused to action, he exclaimed^ 

« I am a man — an old man — 1 will not ccmform 
to the counsels of any one. I will act for myself-^ 
no one shall govern me. 1 am old— my hair is 
gray— I once gave counsels to my young men--^ 
Am I to conform to others ? I shall soon go to the 
Great Spirit, when I shall be at rest What I Sfdd 
to our great Father at Washington, I say agsdiir— I 
will always listen to him. I am done/* 

The speech of Black Hawk— 4he last strufi^le ^ 
a Men chieftain, caused a momentary excitement 
throughout the council. When it had subsided, the 
interpreter was directed to explain to him, that the 
President had only requested hioi to listen to the 
counsels of Keokuk. He made no reply, but draw* 
ing his blanket around him, sat in moody silence. 
Seokiik approaobed him, md in a low hvA kind 
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tone of Toice aaid, ^ Why do you speak so befon^ 
tbe wiiite meB ? I uriil speak for you; you tern- 
bled^you did not mean what you said." Black 
Hawk glooimly assentedi wtea Keokuk arose and 
remaikedt to the eouncily 

« Our brother who has again coooe to us, hai^ 
wpokeUf but he i^ke in wiath— his tongue wa^ 
fofked--he q^ke noi Uke a man, a Sac He kmw 
his words were bad: he trembled Uke the oak 
whose roots hare been wasted away by many rains. 
He is old-*^hi^ he said let us fojrget He says he^ 
did not oiean it— he wishes it forgotten. I have 
spoken for him. What I have said are bis own 
wordi-p-not mine. Let us say he spoke in coundl 
to^y^-that his words were good. I hare i^ken.'' 

Colonel Davef^Mrt of the United ^ates army^ 
Aen in conmu^ of Fort Armstrong, next lurose, 
and taking Blade Hawk by the hand, remarked 
thai he was glad to meet him, that once be was 
hisenemy^but now be met him as a friend; that 
he was th^e by the command of the Pieskienty 
and should always be glad to see him; and, 
woirid at aU times be ready to give him any advice 
which he migfat need: Aat during his absence be 
bad hrid fre^qeut talks wiA the Sacs aiul Fo^^s, 
who weie anxious fi^ his retiuro, and be Ult an* 
ttorged te eay» that tbe natipn entertained for him 
and his party, the mo^ ^endly feeling. BliMdir 
Hawk Ustened with muoh ajqpaient interest to thd^ 
rttimrks of CoIomI Jkpr^t^rt* 

^BlMkSMvkiMMtohcfveiiMmiiedaivwmfHHi^^ 
"* T^ Q^ fiM^pir Q^fffisfL <MpiBM #C 4pi ^smmL iis 
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AC^jcv Otrland mw aron^ and fcM Black Hawk 

he was at liberty to go. where he pleaded;-— 4lttt the 
pei^le of the United Stalep^ m Wfill aa hiaiael^ 
were plefused with the uniform good condud of all 
the captives while f^ong ^lem-— Ibat they were 
<g[>nyinced their teart^ we|e good, but they had Ust- 
ened to bad counsels: Having now seen the power 
of the white men, and taken their great father by 
the han4> who had restored them to their fanuUeSy 
he hoped there would be no further difficulties; but 
that peace and harmony woui^ long exist between 
them. 

[ Black Hawk^ rose in reply, cool and colleeted, 
and remarked, that having reflected upon what be 
bad said, it was his wish that if his speech had been 
put upon paper, a line might be drawn over it — he 
did not mean it 

Wapellar, the chief of the Foxes, rose up to say 
ihat he had nothing to say. << I am not in &e habit 
of talking — I think-^I have been thinking all day 
— Keokuk has spoken: am glad to see my bro* 
thers: I will shake hands with ihem. I am done.'' 
The chiefi all arose, a general shaking of hands* 

ijavenport] whom I had known fiir digliteen yew. Hebftgoodml 
• bnve cfuet H« dways treated me well, pnd gin^e me good adrioe. 
Jie msde a i|Medi ta m» en thii Qccawnn, to^ distent fi»m ihat oC 
the other chief. It aoqnded like coming from « brave,** He adds, ** If 
dor great Mier were to make wadb men our agenti, he would nmeh 
better aubaerve. the inleiefta of out people^ aawdlapbia own, tb«ii ia 
any other way; and had the war chief alluded to, been our agent, wa 
««aver Aottid hashed the difficiiltieB with the whitoewhkii weh««e 
had." 

Thoae who have die pleasure of a personal acq u ai nt a n ce wi^ Oob» 
nel Davenport will join in Black Hawk's apontiiieoaa tribvta to hki 
cbMacter ass jswc, and s g a nil iHwi of haaiiiii m i aa b b f ta lin p i^ 
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UOernkd by an kOf^fdh/Bmeb of cmMik«, etitmO^ ioid 
tbe conoeii imJky adjounaed. 

la the ereninf , Maj. Gftriaad incited Hm prlnct 
pol ddeby together witfi Blaek Hawk, to bis qmr- 
ten, as it \roidd affeid a good opportOBtty to as- 
oeitam explkitly^y tfie ftding irhidi exited amoBg 
them lowntda thc^ fiaHen foe. About ^eroi o'dodr 
they arrired. They took their seats in sBeoce, 
paMd tbe pipe for all to take a iviitfi^ and in return, 
qnaflbd a gbiss of dmmpagne, whkh 8een»d to 
havea peculiar rdish. BssbepahoVy Aiook faatuls 
with all present, and commenced: — 

« We met tins morning: Itmi glad to meet again. 
That wine is very good; I never drank any before; 
I have thonght mneh of onr meetii^ ta4]ay; it was 
one that told ns we were brothers:— that we wero 
Sacs. We had just returned from a buffalo hunt, 
we thought it was time for our brothers to bo here^ 
as our feither at St. Louis told us this was the moon. 
We started before flie rising sun to meet you; wo 
have met, and taken our brothers by the hand in 
friendship. They always mistrusted our counsels, 
and went from the trail of the red men, where 
there was no Inmting grounds nor friends; tiiey 
returned and foimd the dogs howling around tiMsir 
wigwams, and wives looking for their husbanda 
and children. They said we counselled like wo- 
men, but they have found our counsels were good. 
They have been through the country of our great 
Father. They have been to the wigwams of the 
white men, they received them in kindness, and 
mado ^ted their hearts. We thank tbemt say to 
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iisem tbal Keokuk and P^ndiepahow tiwik Iheiib 
Our biotber has laromised talkitm to the coumeb 
of Keokuk« What he said in council to-day, was 
like the Mtssiasippi fog-^ibe min has shone and the 
day is cl^ur — l^ <m forget it--4ie 4id ndntean it. 
His heart is good, but his ears have b^n qp^i to 
, bad CQimsels. He hc^ taken oisr great Father bjr 
ti» hand^Tv^ose w(ads are good. He listened to 
them and has dosed his ears to the rmcm that cornea 
across, the great waters. He now knows that he 
iH^[ht to listen to KeokidL He counselled wi& vm 
and our young biavesy who lii^ened to his talk* We 
toid ^»nr great Father that all would, be peace. 
He evened his dark prison and let hint see the sun 
once mcoe, gave hun to his wife and chfldien, who 
were without a lodge. Our gieat Father made 
st!raight his path to his home. I <mce took the 
grec^ chirfof the Osag^ priscmer. I heard the cries 
o{ bis women and chiidrenf 1 took him out by the 
rising sun, and put hkn up(m the trail to his village; 
^ there'' said I, « is the tnul to your village; ^o and 
tell your peo^riie, tiiat I, Pashepabow, the diief of 
the Sacs, iirnii you.'' We thank our great Father 
-».^ur hearts are good towards him; i will see him 
before I lay down in peace: may the Great Spmt 
be in Ids councils. What our brc^her said to-day 1^ 
v^ forget; I am done." 

Keokuk, after going through the usual ceremor 
nies, said, << We fed proud that you have invited 
us here this evening, to drink a glass wkh you; the 
wkie which we have drank, we never tasted befoare; 
tt ia the wine which die white men mak% wh^ 

10* 
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knov bow to maice aiqrfbing: I will iake aiuHlieff 
glaasy as I hare much to say; we fsel pcood that 
we can drink soeh wine: to«day we i^ook liands 
with our brothers, who you brought to us; we were 
glad to see them; we hare often thought of our 
iMtolhets; many of our nation said they W9uld 
never return: their wives and children oRsn came 
to our wigwams, which made us feel sad: what 
Psriiepafaow has said is true; I tolk^ to ouryouog 
men, who had the hearts of mea; I told ttiem that 
ibe Great ^xirit was in our councils, diey promi^. 
to live in peace: those who listened to bad counsel 
and followed our brothers, have said their ears are. 
closed, they will Ure in peace. I sent their words 
to our great Fi^hei, whose ears were open, whose 
heart was made sad by the omduct of our forethers; 
he has sent diem to tteir wigwams. We thank 
him: say to him Kedcuk thanks him* Our brothers 
have seen the great villages of the white men: they 
tmveUed a long road and found the Amerkans like 
grass; I. will tell our young men to listen to what 
they diall tell them. Many years ago I went 
durou^ the vUlages of our gr^at Fathef^-*he had. 
many^-4hey were Cke the great prairies; but he 
has gone; another is our &ther^ be is a great war 
chief; I want to see him; I shall be proud to take 
him by the hand; I have heard mxuii of him, his 
head is gray^ i must see him: tell him that as soon 
as the snow is off the prairie, I simll come. What I 
havesaid I wish ^oken to him, before it is put upon 
paper, so that he diaU hear it, asl have said it: tell 
Urn thiU Keokuk.qpoke it: What our broths said 
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in toniicil to-day , let us forget; he OM me to speak 
I spoke his words; I have spoken.'* 

Black Hawk then said, in a calm and dented 
manner, 

« I feel that I am an oM man; once I couki 
speaky but now I have but lit^ to say; to^kty we 
Diet many of our brothers; we were glad to see 
them. I have listened to wh^t my brothers have 
said, their hearts are good; they have been like 
Sacs, Ance I left them; they have taken care of my 
wife and children, vfho had no wigwaM; I thank 
them for it, the Great S|iirit knerws fliat I thank 
tfiem; before the scm gets bdiind the UUs to-mer* 
row, I shall see them; I wmm to see them; wten 
I left tfaem, I expected soon to return; I told our 
great fat|ier whe& in Washington, that I would 
listen to the counsels of Kebkuk. I sfaaU soon 
be far away, I diall hare no Tillage, no band; 
I shall live aloiw. What Isaid in coeneil to day, I 
wish forgotten. If it has been put upon paper, I 
wish a mark to be drawn over it I did not mean 
it Now we are ak^iw let us say, we will forget it 
Say to our great fBiAset and Governor Cafti, that I 
win Usten"^ them. Many years ago I met Oover* 
nor Cq^ in eonndls, &r across the prairies to the 
rising sun. His counsels were good. My ears 
wieare closed; I listened to the great fiiAer across the 
-^ters. My fiither lirtenisd to him whose band 
was large.-*My band was tmce large. Now 
I have no band. I and my son and all ihe party, 
thank our great fiidier for what he has done. Her 
ur old, lam old; wedudleoengoielliegrefttSidN^ 
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1% where we Aell reet. He eent ue through fatti 
great villages. We saw many of the whke men^ 
who treated us with kindness. We thank them. 
We thank you and Mr. I^rague for coming with 
at. Y6ur road was long and crooked. We never 
saw so many while men fadoie. When you wer6 
with us, we felt as though we had some jQrienda 
among them. We ftk saft. You knew them alL 
When you come upon the Mississippi again, you 
shail come to my wigwam. I hare none now. Oft 
3rour road home, you will pass when my village 
once was. No cue lives there now; all are gone* 
I give you my hand; we may never meet again; 1- 
shall long remember you: The Great ^>irit will be 
with you, and your wives and children. Before 
(he sun rises, I riiall go to my &mily» Myscmwill 
be here to see you be&re we go. I will dudcf 
bands with my brothers here, then I am done.*^ 

Early en the foUowitig morning, the Indians 
crossed to the west side d the Mississ^ipi, and re* 
turned to their villages. 

In the autumn of 1837, deputations from several 
bidian tribes, rending upon the waters of the uppet 
Mississippi, were invited to Washington 4^, by 4u 
recti(m of the PresidntoftbeUmted States. Among 
tfiose represented were the united Sac and Fox ta^be^ 
and ttieir ancient enemy the IKoux, betwe^i m^iom 
hostilities were then raging. For the pttrpoM of 
effecting a peace between them, and also mald\ig m 
purdiase of land of the Sioux, several councils wero 
held under the direction of the Secretary at Wai^ 
bttt.wMMiQt aecomi^iAinig Hm otgect in e^ber Aassw. 

/ 
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Sbi^ l&i»i[, was ecuneeiod witb the del^sati<m 
timaibe Sacs and Foxes^ but npt in the dharaeter 
oC a ddegate or chi^. Keokuk, Kppt^tmmve, that 
U left at hoHiey the old man might ereate aon^ new 
-difficaltyv had prudenttjr taken him ak>ng^ He 
lieated bim^ unifonnly^ with great respect^ and in* 
Tiled him to sit with ihem in the oom^^la. 

After leating Waridngton the delegation risited 
Ihe^prmeipal eastern cHies, eihI Black Hawk again 
ititracied much attention. Pohlic cimoaity was 
i^m alive to see the renowned but feUen chbftam 
of the famous Black Hawk wan In Boston, whidi 
|ilace he did not vmt <m his former tour, he was 
wailed upon by a great concourse of citizens, and 
m eonmion with the rest of the del^^ation, was pub* 
lidy presented widi some military weapcms by the 
governor of the state, andifiode a toief speech upon 
the occasion. 

■ Before the retura of the deputation to the west, 
Aey remamed a few hours in CineinnatL Keokuk 
was sick and received but few vfek^B. ^ Which 
is Blaek Hawk,'' was tl^ eager inqiidry of alnwst 
every individual who succeeded in threading his 
way duongh the ctowd, to ti^ 'cabin of the sleam 
boat. The old man manifested no interest in Urn 
paamgseene* He wasnotindii^tociuiversation, 
but sat moody uid silei^ with an expression of 
txHinlenance strongly faidkative of wounded pride 
and disappointed ambition. He seemed to feel 
Steeply the degradation of his ntuation. Shorn of 
power among hk people, compelled to acknondedge 
tfi»airth<rttyiof |iifttMa,4aid bending beneath tW 
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^ Arwk {worn the pnrtng gaz« of cnriontjr^ and m^ 
for the deep aec^sion of his wild faumaiig gn>uad«» 
In heigbt fibdc H&wl£ » aboiii five ieet ten md^ 
e^ with hioad dioiddan, 1^ Undw not rei7 mato»- 
lar. His note is sheip end aUghUy avuUne, and 
his eyes are ef a dafk baari cobf. Tho wuMftiak 
ing pccohanljr in hSa penanal apptataace la the 
bead, whidh is aingvdarfy Sanaodf and has been 
prooonneedy by so&n obeenrens the caiTy of phm- 
Aologiats. Hi$ co g nhwan c e is mild aod beaet^ 
lent, having liltle if any oi that daA and finociotta 
expieanon, not nneommon among the ladiaaai amjl 
which^ during the late border war» was knagined to 
be eminently ehasMitBrtstic of Blade Hawk. InttM 
ing hi$ bistcury, few, if any kicideQts on be fbundt 
which bear out the tbngp of savage enielty thai 
has sometimes been preferred against ham. Ola 
the contrary, he asmns to have an amiable diqKm- 
tion. He himself rc|^el% w^ indignetioPy the 
charge of his ever having mnrdeved womm and 
diildren; and,, declares the aoensatioii made i^ain^ 
him, on &ia point, to be whoUy fidae^ The chacacp> 
ter of Black Hawk for honesty in his deahngp, and 
tot gmeral integrity^ standa to. In his domeati^ 
relations he appean le be kmd iind affixtionats; 
and in one particidar, is an excep^6ffQ to the chieA 
and warriors of his tribe. He has never had bm 
on€ wife. Afierhis return from the campaign <m 
the lakes, during the war with England, his firm 
act was to visit his family. « I Ihtt started,*' sayf 
^^<< to visit 909^ wi&Mdfbikte 
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^krt01 affit tttjr boys ineni gioTTing Ifanely. It h not 
6ti8t0mary ftir us to saf much about our womeuy bm 
fiiey gen^iiftOy petforai diek part (Aeerfi^Ily, aisd 
never interfere with bosiness betonglng to tM men. 
This iB the only wife I e^a hiid^ cmt will ever hxre 
She is a good woman and teadies my boys to be 
foave.*' It iB said, faowever> and npo& pretty good 
^nthority^ tlmt on a ceitai^ oeeasion, Bteusk Hawk's 
tow of exdnsive d^^^ion to &m wife, had well 
li%fa been broken^ Vfi&% vbittug a reiqpeetkbH 
frontier settler, many years dnce, he beeame pleasr 
ed witfi the eoineiy d^n^tter of his hoet; a&d hav- 
hig seriously Gontempkted tfie matter, deeided in 
&vor of the eiqiedlency of adding th^ pale faced 
beauty, to the domestk drele of his Wigwatn* He 
kcord^ty e^ressed hii wishes to ttie iiKtlier of 
the young lady> and pit>posed to give Idm a honse^ 
m exchange for his dau^ter, but to IM surt»%se the 
offisr was declined. Some da3r8 allterwards he return^ 
ed and tethered two fine h(Hii^ bni s^ill ^ father 
vefiised to make tfie arrangement the oM diiefe 
love fcx the young lady, growing stronger, in pro- 
portion to t}^ difficulty of gaining tier father's assent, 
he, subsequmtty, off^fed five or sbc h^ses for h^ 
But even this njiimificent price Was Injected by ihe 
mercenary fiither. Black Hawk now gave up the 
negociaticm, not k little smprised, at die high valtm 
which the white men place upon their daughters. 

It is questionable Whe^ter Black Hawk possesses 
8ny mariced midtary talents, although (hiring his 
eontest with die United States, it was common to 
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queiice and ftaeficjr of Us hcmngties, coittmiiided 
4heiiiiliiiiitedooii£deoee<tf his band. Hehasynnrt 
{nobaUy, been OTenratedboth£cHr his etoqorace and 
his Aillia the battle field. He is no doubt a man of 
oourage, and aeemsi finom eatiy life, to have had a 
strong predisposition for war« Many irf* his uim- 
sures » a leader, hare been moie influenced by a 
sense of what was rii^ in the abstzaet, than ex 
pedient in ptactioe. This ctmunstaaee has oA^i 
placed him in situations, inimical to the pennanoU 
ppospenty of his people. 

Black Hawk never made any daims to the offiea 
of a peace chie£ Even as a war diief^ he was not 
recc^nixed by all tha tribe to which he b^lMfed. 
A fragment of the Sacs and Foxes, howeyer, fel- 
k>wed his bamier for more than twenty years, and 
acknowledged him in the^ capacity: and, o^mi 
them, he certainly exercised, from ttioir omAdrace 
in his jodgmenl, his wariike talet^ or some other 
eanse, no small amonnt of iniuenoe^ His age ana 
iriiuUiess of diq[K>sition, probably, strengthened dieit 
attacbm^t to him. In tho campaign of 16^, al^ 
tbpu^ teiminatii^ in the defeat of Black Hawk, 
and the almost entiie annihilation of his band, bin 
military reputation did not siAr mudi, ifthecir<» 
eumstanees under vrbkh he was placed, be reecrf« 
lected. During the operations of that period. Gen* 
eral Atkinson estimated die warri<Mrs of Black 
Hawk at seren or eig^ hundred, but the better 
opinion is that it did not, at any time, exceed fivtf 
hundred; and several persons, who Imd iavorableL 



y Google 



LIFJB OF BUkClC HAWK« 233 

'owcTi The commander of the United States troops, 
had with him, in the pursuit of Black Hawk, 
twenty seven hundred men, all of them well armed 
and most of them well mounted. This was inde- 
pendent of the militia in the different military posts 
and fortified stations. The entire number of the 
American forces, engaged in the campaign, is sup- 
posed to have approached to three thousand, five 
•hundred. Black Hawk was encumbered with the 
wives and children, the hbusehold property and 
travelling equipage of his whole band; and from 
|he time of his re-crossing the Mississippi to the 
1)attle of the Bad-axe, was constantly m want of 
'J)rovisions. Indeed, in the month of July, many of 
his party actually starved to death. Under such 
circumstances, the wonder is not, that he was final* 
ly defeated and captured, but that it should have 
required a campaign of three months in which to 
accomplish thafobject. Thedefeat of Stilbnan and 
the attack upon the fort at Buffalo Grove, may be 
claimed by Black Hawk and hisTDand, to have been 
as honorable to their arms, as were the victories of 
the Wisconsin and the Bad-axe to those of the United 
States. 

But whatever may be the ultimate opinion in re- 
gard to him, either as a warrior or a man, his 
career for good and for evil, is now ended. The 
war-banner has passed from liis hand— his seat in 
the council-house is vacant — ^the fire of his lodge is 
nearly extinguished: the autumn of life is upon 
him — and, in a little while the autumn leaves will 
^rustle 6rer fhe lonie gnre ofBlack Hawk. ' 
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CHAPTER. IX. 

Bkck Havrk tt Um ai|itof« of Fort Er'M^At Um battl* of the TlwiDet 
—Hit •ceootii of Ibe «leoUi of Teoonthe-i-ilit fiaidtto Md no^o 
of Ufe aAw bit htl nAi to th« out-^ilt Fovtk of Jo^ tpMoli 
ftt Fort Modiwo— Hit doadi ond boriaU 

SnrcB the three first editions of this work were 
published, the death of Black Hawk has occurred; 
and a few additional particulars of his life hare 
been collected. These, it is proposed to embody in 
a new chapter. 

In tfie coarse of the preceding pajes, the diffi- 
culty of procuring full, and always exact infonna- 
tion, in regard to the Uyes of a people havii^ 
neither reccMrds nor historians, has been alluded to. 
Tbis difficulty will be encountered by any one wtK» 
nay attempt to chronicle the annab of the aborigi- 
nes in their aggregate condition, or to pourtray 
then: individual history. In the compilation of 
this volume, much pains were taken to obtain aU 
tlie prominent evento in the life of Black Hawk, 
and, it is supposed, as much success attended the 
effort, as is usual in similar cases. Since its publi- 
cation, however, it appears that all his military 
movements have not be^i narrated, and we pro- 
ceed to supply the omisnon. 

At page B2 of this volume, it is stated that 
Black Hawk was only in two engagements in the 
late war with Oreat Britain, and that the last of 
these was the assault t:4)on Fort Stephenson, in 
August 1813» itiea under the conunand of Major 
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ViogiiM: It 18 true that 1^ and his bOid wete 
with the British army in the attack upon this post, 
but his connection with that anny dkl not cease Until 
after the Cloture of Fort Erie. The authority lor 
ihis fact is to be found in Jthe ^Booi^ <^ the In* 
dians/' page 145, The author of timt work, hi 
narrating the incidrats of Black Hawk's return to 
th9 north-westy in 1633, aft^ his imprisonmesl at 
Fortress M<»nroe» says: ^Harkig airiv^ at BoAdo, 
. on Friday the 38th of Jmt», tfiey (the party retum- 
ing with the old wairiof) r^nained tfiere itfUil Sun- 
day morning. Hie day after their .arriyal, tfiey 
rode over to B}ack Rock, where they viewed the 
union of the giand canal with the lake at tl^t 
place. From this pcmt th^ had a Aill view a( the 
Canada sboroi and Black Hawk ioimediately poin- 
ted out Fort Erie, and seemed weU acquainted 
with the acyacent country ; he having been tbeie 
in the time of. the last war witii England, in ibe 
British service ; and al the time < when the Ameri- 
cans walked into Foprt S;rie,'«s b(^ expressed- to 
capture of U.'' Of tfa«eztontofhi9pfurtieipatioQ,in 
the events attendant upicm Ihis d^ture, th^ is no 
satisfactory information. 

Black Hawk was likewise in the battle of ibe 
Thames, a fact not previously itemed in this work, 
and which is now given (m the authority of a wri^ 
ter in the Baltimore American, to whose respecta- 
bility the editor ci that paper bears testimony 
We have, indeed, no reason to doubt the accuracy 
c ^ this statement, whidi will be read with the move 
interest, from the oir^witapre that it ewhrsffie 
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Btode ihwktt ao«)«kt of tbe dea^ of TsenmiN^r 
IB legmid to wUqIi ttMich )m been written and pab^ 
KriMd. It knot piopooedy on the present occasion^ 
10 oompuo the lelfttkm given bf Hsiek Hawk, of 
Ike iUl of TeeUEdhe, with ^he teetimoiiy of olhets 
who have a{q>earod as historians of this erenl^ hot 
diaU eoutenl oursdres with maxfif qootieg ihe at 
Ikfotowfak^lfefeTedcehasbeen Hiade. Tlie^m 
ter professes to ba:fo been fntinu^Iy aoijoaintef 
with Blaek Hawk, and in the tdef rinteh whkfa 
hr has presented of the liie of diis warrior, we find* 
cenrobotati^ evidekice of die truth of navjr of tiie 
tMlB of ofaaraetar, wU^ in the course of Ais rd* 
Qsae, has been aisled to him both as a man wad 
a warrior. The article is in these wes^ r 

^Massas. Borroas— Hearing of the dealh of tlfo 
eeUbiaied Sank cfateftaetn, Bulck Hxwa^lnan ok 
faded to woAb yon the fidlowing conihitanicatiofa, 
vfiakik may be intereslmg to some of yow readets. 
- ff'^ming a residence of several *years in what is 
now Hie TenriliMry of Ior#a,' I had many opportom* 
ti« o£ seeing and convehdng with this noted wat« 
riot, and ofken kiok hwA whh fiseling^ of great 
I^easnre to ibe many tokens of good will and^ 
IHendrtiip ihat he has fieqiiently bestowed upo^ 
me. Hfa lodge was always open' to a stranger, and 
ho was eTer ready to ishare that IHtfa him which ho 
miglit most want, eitfier Us ftirs and blaiikets for a 
coni^ or his com and renison fbr a repast He 
stlWBjn spoke m terms of Ingh regard of tte whites, 
saymgythatm wto hefonght like a brave man, but 
^iirpeace m wished tvforget ftar fab hand ted av* 
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t«eirTalBed agaiast tbetn. Hb earner as a wwrribr 
^fAameMednl a Tery earty age ; vbea he waa but 
founeeii 3rea»^>ld9 tiis&tbefy PawheesSy led a irar 
pBxtf agianst tfle Osagei^ in whkb, expedMM h» 
&OBolki|>aiii«d him. They racoeeded in reaehing the 
y^lkge ef Osages, 'vriuch they attacked, and after a 
vety-itey^e encounter, they rented their enemies 
mA biffHt their town. In this battle Kack Hawk's 
fkfiier was kiHed, but he revenged his dntfi by kU* 
lil^ iB^ sealping the Osage who had ibua him. He 
"WdA fi>M of reconnting his earlier expk>it8, and 
often boasled of his beu% at the right imnd of 
Tecumtfae, whm ihe latter was kffled at die battle 
of the Thames. His accouirt of the deatfi of tins 
distinguished warridr, was rdated to me by him« 
mtiS, Adring an evenings that I qieat in his lodge 
soma winters ago. In the eoune of our talk, I 

'- adiiM him if he was with Tecumthe when he was 
kilML mreplied— ^ 

^<I was, and I willnow^yoa all about k^ 
T^wumthe, Shaubihne, ind Caldwell, two Potltwttt- 
timto dnefs, and myself, weie'seaied mi a loguear 
our camp fire, fiBing our pipes for a smoke, on die 

' morning of the battle, wb^n word came ft^mn the 
Britidi general, that he wvAed td speak widi T^ 
du&the. He went immediately, and after ikying 
some time rejoined us, takiug his siNtt witibout say* 
ing a wcMfd, when Caldwell, who was one of Ms 
favorites, olraerved to him, < my father, what are we 
to do? I%all we fight tfie Americans?' « Yes, my 
son,* replied Tecumthe, < IFe sAatt go into' iheir 

.vtrjf smdke^hvtt you are now wanted by tto 
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a$mu* Shofily tittt ^m^ (coniinaed DUi«k Hawk,) 
tim iodlw q^M ^aoiQ ia,.Md gam woni af ilie 
iie«r Appioach of ih* ^inmncMa. TeonBitte im- 
aiedifttety poUtd hit I9«ii ia the edg«of« swMOfs 
which flaoked the British Um, pliMiiig hknsclf at 
their head. I waa a httle.la Ua fig^ti with a amaii 
paity oC Sitfca, It waa oot loag bafoi» the Ajaiar* 
cana loadf^ thefar i^n^mjEanoe ; Hmy did nol par* 
ceiye ua at fi«s^ hid aa ifie were by the iuidiir« 
giowthi iMf we ap<m let tbemJceew where we weae 
by pptuii^ ia one or two voUeya aa -^y weaa 
ibrquQg iuito a liae to <qp|ioae the Britiah. Ttey 
fMUterad a litth^ but vevf aoon we feieeiTed a 
^ laige body of hprae<C)okHio}^,4[ohi)aNK'aiN^^BieQ|irf 
^ loooated KeotuakiaBa) pfepariog to eb«M(ge vpen 
'^ vain the awam^p. Thfy> capie JbokY^j ^i^i yet we 
n^M stjm^ iM^ they i«m ae eleae ^( w^.eoidd 
aee the flinta. in their guna, when Teeuiyttie apiNC* 
ing to hHv feet, jgaTe. iheSha^wnef war eryy ^ dia- 
chao^ hia M^ ThP vaa the aigM for ^iiail^ 
coarMpence th^ fighti imt it did not laatloagi tito 
Ameri^^aiuii anaijirered the ahont, ret|iiiiin^ our- firoy 
and at th# first diaeherge q( Ham g^n^ I ww "Sfh 
cumthe stagger forwards over a UUen uee nma 
wb&;h he waa at«aidins^ kH^ hianfledtcq^a^thai 
feet; Aa soon aa the Indiana disoovered he^wiMi 
killed, a stKJU^ fear came oyer th^n, and Ihinkijig 
that, the Great S^piiit vrss dii^eaaed, thi»y iesoght 
no longer, and were <imckly put to flight That 
nigtit w^ returned fQ bury oi^r 4ead, ani<t seaidi 
^r ^;bPdyv^.Tfi9W^ H^jsmMmdlpsit 
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..wliere he hiid first &Sien ; a ballet had 9imMk hint 
above the hip, and his skull hfd been broken by 
the butt end of the gun of some soldier, who had 
*{b|^ him, perhi^ps/ when life was not yet quite 
» g4N)0. With the exception of these wounds^ his 
body was untouched; lying near him, however, 
was a large, fine looking Potawattimie, who had 
been killed, decked off in his plumes and war 
paint, whom the Americans no doubt had taken for 
Tacumthe ; for he was scalped, and erery particle 
of skin flayed from his body. Tecumithe him&elf, 
had no ornaments about his person save a British 
inedal. During the nig^ we buried our dead^ and 
brought off the body of Tecumthe, although we 
'Were within sig^t of the fires of the American 
caoap.' 

<«This is sopiewhat different from tl^ account 
which is.commonly given of Tecumtbe's death^ yet 
I believe it to be true; ^r after hearing Black 
Hawk relate it, 1 heard it corroborated by one of 
the. Potawattimie chiefis, mentioned by him, I 
asked him if he had ever foi]^t against the whitea 
after the death of Tecumthe. He said not-^that 
be returned home to his viUage on the Mississippi, 
at the mouth of Rock River, and there he r^nained 
imtil driven away by the whites, in the year IB32. 
'The wish to hold possession of this village, was the 
cause of the wsur which he waged against the 
whites during that year. He told me that he never 
wished to fight ; that he was made to do so ; that 
the whites killed his warri(»:s when they iv^ent 
irith a white ftaf to beg a parley, ai4 that after 
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thk w«8 done, he tfionglit they intended to kS idm 
at all events, and tberefore he vovld die like a 
warrior. 

^ In speaking of his defeat, he said it was what 
he expected ; that he did not mind it ; but what 
hurt him more than any tfiing else, was our gorBm* 
ment degrading him in the eyes of his own people, 
and setting another chief (KMxim)orer him. This 
^gradation he appeared to feel very sensibly, stfll 
he ccmtinued to possess all hisnative pride. One in 
stance that <^ame under my observation, I recollect 
well; in whidi it was strongly diq>layed. He happen* 
ed to be in a small town in Iowa, on the same day 

in winch a party of dragoons, vmdtt Captain 

arrived t and in paying a vitit to a iKend with 
whom he always partook of a meal, whenever he 
stopped at the viHage, he niet with the Captain, who 
had been invited to dine. Black Hawk remained, 
also expecting ttie usual invitation Ho stsfy and eat 
with them-: bdt when the dinner was irtiady^, ttie 
host took him aside, and told him tfie CaptaiUi Or 
rather OtiB white man's chief, was td dine widi him 
that day, and he must wait until fhey had finSSied. 
The old chief^s eye glistened with anger as he an- 
swered him, raising the fore-finger of one tiandto 
his breast, to represent the officer,^! know the 
white man is a chief, but 1/ elevating Hie finger t)f 
the other hand far above his head/ < was a cMef^ 
and led! my warriors to the fight, long before his 
mother knew him. Tour meatf—my dogs should 
not eat UP Saying this, he gathered the folds of 
Us bfaodcet i1m^ him, and iSalfed off, lookil^ M 
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iMMDy'ttff lie «IU1 wafted tnttit gmnriE ^fliat M 
«eidd^ean < my wwi/ 

^Black Hawk p owesa ed, to a great degree^ one 
tse ^:alt Wloch it is not tisckiEil fortis-lo^oiM^ede to 
ttie Indian — kindness and aifecfion fot Ms Wife. 
4fe ^ymt 1^ but one, and with her he t!ted )or 
upWaiAi cf ferly yeafS $ ihey had tteireral ichiMten^ 
ttoee ^wbom «tiH6iirtire,iwo sohs andu^ugh* 
fer* The ^desft «m is 'ntfWiytie^'tke most pro*- 
iimA^ ylHsig hmipes ef ttieiialion^ aXid bids fair tb 
%eoiie^fftdinostiieblei3iein. Ih^daog'hterisiftiift 
sprite ^^^e^mgy^snd is eetisiaereil^ be «ie tn0st)>eatt<- 
^li ttnddefi belonging^t^ hertribe. 

<«Iie tair MW d^paiMl ^M his long jo^om^^td 
^InlheBe ^ hitr pM^ who btevt g6ne b^re him 
t^*^ha{^ylifffithig^M»«nai^1hrhe^ flie^ti 
tk% ^Mn. May the €ilpeai SpirR gttot Mm a dettr 
imsdifBA^^ina a smoelh piMh.'' 

tone the paffictthufe^ Kivenhelew, of the fast days 
«k1 ^tea^^ Bbdk Hawk, We aie ixid«^bied to a 
hif^ rMt»eetahle gentl^mftn, W. fienty Start, Esq. 
of JftttUftgKm^ Iowa Tentloiy. His cotmntmiica* 
IfaEm, VHd«r dalto ef MMch^lsl, W3», is given en« 
tiie, that Ihe in«»?eiit of Iht iM««^reittay he ^• 
narked. 

"Your imtt of #0 Ibd of lamttiry oattio to 
hand hi ^Sne cewse ^ ttiiiff, Sh i^hldh you make 
some ea^nifiei ^seniMiSng'Che oML ohief of ihe Sac 
mM, ¥t^ mm^-Jtbb if'eMiraMe Sladi! tlawk. t 
Aodtd hayeieptied to iteoooeir, oould I hate done 
80 satittioMify^ther to you or myself. I kne^ 
hy >i(ifO H ^«rtttie<^rta-!<M»fr i w l jtoc a tfttm ^ 
U V 
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from peiional aoqoaintanee ; but nijr knoirledg^ 
WAS HOC 80 accurate as to be serviceable to a faith- 
ful biographer. I haTe» therefore, taken some^ 
time to make the necessaiy enquiries, and satisfy 
myself of their accuracy. 

'« After Black Hawk's bist return from the eastern 
states, he passed the winter of 1837 d in the eoii»* 
ty of Lee, in the south-eastern pcMrtion of this tern- 
tory, on a small stream called DeTil-qreek. The 
white settlements extended for forty miles west of 
him, and the tribe to which he belonged, with the 
exception of a few old braves, and his family, reel. 
ded <m the frontier. From his tribe he was iscda-* 
ted in position and feelmg. His fiBunily eonsisled 
of a wifo, two sons, Nasbeaskuk uid Samesett,.(as 
they are pronounced here,} a daughter and her hus« 
band, lliey passed their time principally in hunt* 
lag deer, wild turkies, and the prairie bMStn, which 
are abundant in that quarter oi the territory. For 
hunting. Blade Hawk is said'to have displayed d» 
fondness ; but chose to spend his time in improving 
his place of residence, and ezereinng his ingeoui^* 
with mechanic tools. In the spring of 1838, thejr 
removed to the frontier, and settled upon the Dtm 
Moines river, about eighty or ninety miles from itsi 
mouth, near to a trading post, and in the immediate 
vicinity of the villages ot^ Ihe other chie& pf the; 
tribe. Here he had a very oon^ortable bark cabin, 
which he furnished in imitation of the whites, wpth) 
choirs, a table, a mirror, and mattrasses. His dressy 
was that of the other ^chiefs, with the exceptionoi 
a brasd^hnmmid Mecfc faat»^wteh tum^allf i 



y Google 



343 

c^w^ meloDs^ and ^pjaricHia kinds of yc^etables^ He 
was frequently. visited by the whitee»sDdI have 
.^Iton hcMwrd l^hoqpilaliljr bigMy oommwded* 

^ On the 4th of July laat^ he was pi^setit al 
|V>Tt Madison^ in I«ee county^ liy qiecial invitation, 
aiad ws^i the laost oonspieuous S9>e9t pCtbe eiti^ena 
a^iwmbledinaHBiiiemeratienof Ibalday. Among 
^ toasts called forth by the ooeamon was the fol 
living: 

« < Our iUustriam gtmi^ Bluch Hawk^^U^^y 
his dediaijig yeajrs be as calm and s^ereoe as hb 
pievioui^ hfe>faAs been bojsteahous aad full of wwUke 
jpeM^dei)t9^ His attachment and present ine»dfihip 
to his white br^hren, fully entitle him to a seal at 
our festive boitfd.' 

^ So soon as this, sentiment .was drank, Black 
J^wk arose and ddiveced the following speech^ 
which was ttlktxi down at the time by two mterpre^ 
tersy aad by them furnished for publication. 

^ < It has. phased the Great £^t that I am here 
l0«day — ^I have eaten with my white friends.. The 
earth is our mother«^we are now on U — with tlie 
Great SfHril above us — ^It is geod« I hope we are 
aU friends here. A few wintersc^go I was fighting 
against you — ^I did weMg, perhaps; but that 13 
past-4t is bmried— Jetit be fi»gotten«: 
. ^ < Rock liver ^ms a beaotiftil country^-I liked 
my towns, my cornfields, and the home of my peo- 
fder I foug^ for it It is now yours — keep it as 
we did it will produce you. good crqps. 
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wiihkndtBlB^ I AankyM^yMrfiimcU^ 

Kecdnrit haft bMft tht eawe of my pNsMi «itii». 
tmi-«4Htt do tM Mlndi MttM «> hitt. I am now 
oUL X haTa iMkfed ti^oii Ihe MiiitariKA aioce I 
^hava keen a ekML I46rMaiaOteail Hirer. Itaive 
dwalttipoii telbaidtaHpaia the ^^aa IwBBm mbm. 
I look upon it now. I shake hands with yoa, and 
aa it is mf triab, I hopayau ate my ftienih.' 

^b tfaaediMe of tte day In waainaraited wptm 
to drink vs^tial ^time^ and baeame aomewliatia- 
loidaaiady an mixmaaon ei ic am a u mea, aa ha waa 
fanaraUy Mnperate. 

«Intheautmnnof 1838^he vaa«tltiefentte^ 
an Indian trader, te idia ^dtoky af Sarltegtimy 
arlm I became aoqnaiatid Md fia^miBi^ oanmw 
aedwidi lte^in brMmi Englirii, and Atf«^i]^ Aa 
medium af g^Hrtittas and i^mtdmime. A Ai&ep ae»- 
tad melanoboly waa iqufMUM^ jn bis eannlenancte 
and converBatticm* Ha andeardted ta make mb 
aampinrtiendi on one acoaaiony Ua fiptmer nveat* 
naas; and fe{Nreaentad ttiat l»d iraa aiioe moksumt^ 
tiie caamry, east, norA^ and aoath tf ua^'4ta^ b^ 
had been a vary sticcaaiAil waniory--Mlted Inm* 
self, smiting his breast, <Mf Oaptaia BhMife Ifeark/ 
«ne866 Ka^dEaiariaS)' <Ie!^ *e KaiOtaskittfir,) « n^so 
^iontaheap^*(kiHadagi>ei^>imt«a>«rof^Soa Ha 
then adverted to the k^fatitade of his tribe> in per* 
mittmg Keokak a>aaperaedehtm, wbo/heairemMiy 
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^ •nftyvard Keokuk Ito fdl tho mclst uoreknting ha^ 
tredi Keokuk was, hawever^ l^j^ond his influence, 
bmng/recQgnisied as ehief o€ tbe tribo^ by ike go 
iremmdiil of tbso Umted States. Ho unquestionably 
possesses^ talents of Hie first 0«de7> excels ^s an ora- 
tory but his ax^ority will |iK>i>ably be short-lived 
oa^oeouBt of his £s$ipation, a»d his profll^cy in 
afMnading the mouey^p^ hm to the beii^t of 
hi» ttibe ; and vhibh h^ qqwMQidei^ upon himself 
and « fienr &T0fiteft| ^ongh whosa is^ence be 
aeeka to maii^am his authiority. 

« Tott aoquke if Black Hawk waa at the hat^ of 
the Thames ? On one occasion I oientioned Te- 
«imthe to him, and he expisssed the greatest joy 
liisl I iiad hoard of him : and pointing away to tbe 
ws^ and making a feint^ aa if. aimiBg a gun^ sald^ 

< CbemofcamMfi. (iirhite man) nessoi' (kill) From 
whidi I had no doubt of h^ being personally ac- 
^piainted with Tecunfitlhii^ ; and I haue beep since 
intinrmfld, on good l^nthcttity^ that he waa in the 
taiktteof thfi ThaiMa aad in seTend other engage- 
^oents witb that dkrtihguiahed chief. 

< « Scon after Hm intconrieir with Slack Hawk ^ he 
met ttait for Hie frontor^ iriiem a pi^yment was ^on 
to be floadft to thft VnJD^i of & portiom of their 
anmiity; 

** The weajter waa botfi h^ and wet» and it is 
aoiqwsed^ that^ on this |aianay» he imbibed the 
seeda of the diaeaaa whidi 80<m alter terminated his 
^existenceu Tins journey waa in ScpUmber. Early 
m October,, the eonmissionor for a4pistiiig claims 
witfa^tfaeiSaeaiid {^:i.to1^^Mrt9^P¥(th«mat 
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Rock Island, and most of the Indians vete theiis on 
tfie first of that month. Black Hawk was taken 
sick and was unable to accompany ibenL A vio- 
lent bilions fever had seized iip<m him, and on thii 
3d of October, after an illness of seven days, he 
died. His only nocilical attendant was one of d» 
tribe, who knew something of vegetkbte antidote^ 
and was called doctor, bis wife, who was devo- 
tedly attached to him, mourned deeply during hi^ 
inmss. She seemed to have had a prdKntiment of 
his approaching death, and said, some days before It 
occnned, « he is getting old — he most die Mono- 
tah calls him home/ 

« After his deatii, he was dressed in the:mitform 
presented to him at Washington, by the Pieaf deoi 
or Secretary at War, and placed tqpon a nide bier, 
insisting of two poles wkh bark laid across, <m 
Which he was carried by four of his braves to the 
place of intermeikt, followed by hit family and 
about ffity of the tribe, (die cMefr being all afaai^^) 
They seemed deeply aftcted, and mourned in Hkeiat 
usual way, shaking hands, and mutleib^ in guttu« 
ral tones, prayed to Mdnotah (dieir deky) iur his 
safe passage to the land ^paved for the reoqitioa 
of all fodians. . The grave was six f(»it deep and 
of the usual lengdi, situated upon a little eminence 
ifbout fifty yaireb fifom his wigwam. The body 
was placed in the mid^ of the graVe, in a ntting 
posture, upon fei seat, constructed for the purposa 
On his l6ft side the cane given him, as I am inform* 
ed, by Mr. Henry Clay, was j4aced upright, witfc 
fait r^t baftd rsstmg upon iC Many of ttie oia 
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wamor^ trbi^^were pliieed in the grate; and 
some Indian garments, t<^eth^i» with his fiBivaritct 
wea^as. TTie grave was then covered with pliank, 
and a mound of earth, several feet in height^ wai 
thrown np over it, and the whole enclosed with 
pickets twel'^e feet in height At the head of the 
grave a flag «teJr was placed, beuring onr national 
bamiOT ; and at tfie foot diere standis a poi^ <hi 
which is inscribed, in Indian characters, hii age; 

«I do tiot knolv the exact age of Black Hawk; 
6utttnderstood from him, that he was seventy-two. 
His idrtnes commanded the respect of alt Ihe 
whites ^n^io kiKW him. He possessed mtidi mag- 
Aanimity of i^l, and under alt the mortifications 
to whk^ he has been subjected, and th^ insults 
that have been heaped upon him by his tribe, and 
especially by the haughty Keokuk, he maintained, 
until the last years of his life, a imiform cheerful- 
ness and resignation of mind, which t>eq>oke a con- 
scious superiority.*' • 

With this sketch of the last days of Bliudc^ 
Hawk, our narrative of his life is ctosed. After an 
eventful and restless career of ^ three score and ten^ 
years," this celebrated Sac has been '< gatherisd to 
tns fathers.'' His name cannot he forgotten, for 
his deeds are a part of the hisftory of this country. 
If not distinguished for a high order of talent, or 
renowned for great warlike achievements, he has 
not often been surpassed in the history of his race, 
for those less dazzling virtues, humanity, courage, 
an(^ )ve of country. << He was an Indian who 



y Google 



m 

iawbom4bo9eiAi»lQmFbiaic»o&ied.^^^ ifttfae 
last q>c«€h vbieh W no^e mUrn l9tsi ytu 9£ Inm 
lU&yVlh atUiduigto hi9 diftcnltiea with Hm irtuftes, 
lie saysy <«Rock riirer ^vras a be^tutifiii eouutry — ^I 
JOud my towns, my comfielda, aad the hoooe of 
my iii»i>W>^^ folate for il^'^^i-^ dedaJORtim as 
OidjtaUe to iIm ImtfigC tbe flf^ake?^ aft it i« 1^^ 
tant to a jpst eftimai^of hi» ccmdvie^ in resisltof 
tilt removal of Im Hibe fiom thcrbr native ka»d 
Th# kyv# 4tf CMatffy 19^ B(9t 9Mfinc4: tj» ^ viUaed i^B^ 
a«llsvell9 ttifrbaait anliMHrv^ft^anftctf ifaean 
tafeated nan #£ tha aN>^49. <^I lana* «ir t^ws^ 
XT oamayiaiips^ Am Tm m^nm ot arr fsoKa ;*— I 
9aaoHT FOE n*/' should be iasenbedov^ diatiiuft- 
MegTara d Blade Hawk. 



ing narrative which treats of the caqpes of Iba late 
war with the Sacs and Foxes, the following article, 
QrMEi the able fm af judge Hal^bae mat our obaK"- 
vaiioiL It waa^abtifllied in the ¥?eeleni Mcmthlr 
Maga»na fai 1B93, one year afler the tenBtniiatiaa^ 
of tbatconAiot llie writer was then a resident of 
lUl^oi^ and intimately acquainted widi. Ae velur 
tioaawietiiwbetwefiatliewhiteaaAdiadiaaff. Hia 
remarknareTataable. They endbsaeaagxafhiedef] 
aeription of tba i^igion inhab^ed by the Saea and 
Foxes, and fully sustain the position whidi we have 

• CalMwlWii{UlMMr,oftlMG«olo$id»] Corbel Olrt«. SmBmai^ 
ttpi (or l^tknm, 193^, in which Ihtt gentlemiMi h^» fidfcuf^kMiblf 
i«coll«:Uoiw ot m^ottr thronsh WbtfoiiaiD hk. ISSS. - 
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vftfi tfaet resi^ of la^Tovoked agiesttcms mmd& bf 
tile Afoencan people upon th# IndiMis. 

. <« I hare yast vetiimed from & deii^htful Toyoge. 
I have explotred a portioa of die exquisitdy beauti- 
ful sholrea of tlui upper Minissippiy and am ready 
t»<!mi£nB thaiuatt BOWy I had Ulde Utoa of tl» esr* 
lent^thegrandem^orthAceaeaeaeaof llMir»^ Hie 
irorid canturt pa^oduea snek anotbercoiHitry as this 
great ralley of ours. Yet to iHideisCafid its value, 
one muact asqend tlie MisBifisippi and the iUinois, Q.nd 
see the noble prairies of the twa slates iviiic^ ar» 
dosliD€«b tO' adlpse ^ <^ieis. I caittiot^ouvey to> 
yott ia a cb yw <e laDgtt«g^Hty adaiiiatioa of Ifcisat^ 
tractiTo region. TbetniTeQer'vhiO'YisHi^tfae western 
eouutry, and fimcies he has acquired 4N9« knowledge 
of it^^I say anjf, by aoi^ly txveiiig mt meanders 
of the Ohio, or spendii^ weeks, 09 jeats, if your 
piease, at Ckicinaseti or Loutsdtte, » very mt^ 
mistali^efu Tbeare is moek to aitadre m west^ni 
PenEisybrama and Viigiaia $ EMBtecky and Ohio 
are full of attractkm ; but the mau who ia really an 
adnurer of natuie, aiul would wilxiess the moat 
qdendid eidiibitions of tile eieatrse poweT,^ must go 
to Blinoia and Missouri^ 

^ i visited this nqpoa for the fiarsTtuB^ fcmr ymttm 
ago, while the Sacs and Foaea were at poaee Vi^th 
the whites, and beioxeBiaek Hawk bad got to bo a 
great man* They were firiendly and wi^-disposed, 
and the white people residing noB^ them, wocikt 
ahnoet a^ soon hatsa distEissted or disturbed each 
other, as thcM* psao^d red mea« I took giieat in- 
teiest in no^eing tfieiv dwellkigs, and lemavking 
thetr deportment, as it was the iirst occasion I had 
ever enjoyed of seeing the savage in bis own wild 
home, i had eiid>arked cm bmd a. steamboat at 
St. Loittiyint^MlingtotalMaplMuaxUieaoeursbnto 
11* 
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the fiJb of St AntHbny. The weatfa^ was warj 
ddi^ittfiil, only * little too w«im$ and the river 
was unfortoiiatehr so low, that on aniving at the 
J9et JIfotnet rapids, we found it difficult to ascend 
them, and abore that point, our progress was con« 
tinuall]|r impeded by the dificolty of the navigation 
This eucumstanoe, thoogh vexatious to sudi oi the 
neisengers as had business ahead, m &milies i^ 
home, was not disagreeable to one iiriio, l&e my«^ 
stli^ travelled only for aaaussnent, as it affoidsd^ 
opportunities of exploring the romantic shoiea^^ 
We spent a day at toe Lower Rapids, and I have 
seldom seen a more attractive country. The land 
is high on both sides, and risss gradually in b«ui«, 
tiful swells. I saw temdrsds of aaces covered 
with the native buckeye, the most beautiful tree 
of the forest—if, indeed, any can be entitled to 
that distinctioa among so great a variety of noUe* 
and majestic trees. BeneiUh, was a rich under»< 
growth of wild gooseberry buflhes. Add to tbeaa 
the beautiful creeper, and the wild honeysuckle^ 
whkh were oeeasionally seen, and it is impossibie 
to imagine, a vegetation. more qplendidly luxuriant- 
and ornamental The whole country is based on. 
lock, and the springs whkh bmt out from the hiU 
ndes are dear as crystal and drii^itftilly cold. The^ 
shores of the river are {dettCifeUy strewed with 
crystalisalions and petrittctions. We picked up 
some fine sped mm s of cornelian, and saw a vastr 
number of geedes of every sise^ from one inchv ia> 
diameter to fifteen. 

<<It was Sunday. 'Have you ever experienced- 
the singular and pteawig assodations connected* 
with a sabbath passed in the wilderness? I have 
oden enjoyed these feeUngs, but never felt them 
with sodi force as on this day. It was calm and- 
sultry. The brilliant sunbeams were brightly ie» 
fiectsd from the broad bosom of the Mississippw" 
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mM'fbetleep gteen otittine of the forest was splen-^ 
£dty illumined, while the deep shadows underneath 
the foliage afforded an attractive appearance of 
coohiess and seehision. The passengers and crew 
were scattered about singly or in small parties, so 
that when I wand^^ but a small distance fit>m 
thi^'yanely and seated myself on a lull which com« 
flianA^ a view of Aie rirer and its banks, I found 
myself perfectly alone. Not a lirmg object was 
vMlM, not a sound ib^m htefd, not a leaf or a limb 
Bflrtki. How (UffeMUt ftota the streets of a city 
upon a sabbath mom, when crowds of well-*dressed 
pers6n9 are seen moving in every direction ; when 
Ihe cheerflil belte are sounding, and ^e beautiful 
smflteg cMldren aM hunymg in troopa to Sunday 
school ! Here 1 was in solitude. I saw not thef 
laborer resting from toil, nor the smile of infancy, 
fior the christian bowing before his God ; but Na* 
ton proclaimed a sabbath by the ^Hence that reign** 
ed abroad, and the splendor with which she had 
adorned her works. 

^ It is natural that these recollections of my first 
yitii to the frontier should mingle with the obser- 
vations made in my recent tour tfuough the same 
soenes ; I shall therefore not attempt to sepantite 
the remarks made on eitfier occasion, but give someT 
of the Results of both voyages. 

^ I ean scareety describe the sensations wiOi which' 
I ttrst saw the solitary lodge of an Indian hunter,, 
on the shore of the Mbsissippi. In my childhood 
I had read with thrilling interest, tfM tales of border 
waif are ; but I had not learned t& hate an Indian 
with mortel hatred. I vei^y believe they have 
souls. People may tfiink differenthr in certain pla* 
ces, which shall be nameless, but I cannot be per-- 
suaded to the omtrary. You camsot imagine any 
tUng mord frail than an Ihdiali Wigwar^ — a mere 
sMierof p^es and B^ts^ so' smaU> so appannidy^ 
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widUqiMU* ta any pmfooe of fleeufitjror eaafiaik 
Chat it is hardly poBsiUe to believe it to be inteadei 
G[>r the residenee of himiikn beings. la smsik habk^ 
tatioos reside the Indiaa warxiffff whose naaie is a 
terror to his enemies j^ and^ ijack maiden, wfaooe 
story supplies the poet with idcb inateiiaks with 
l¥hich to embellish the page of fiction. In eueli 
wretched hoTda peside tW ah^nginal lords of ite 
soil. 

^ I h0ve9^Vk ia this wr^^m wtfiMoes of pn wi 
cation perpetrated by one pso§b ^on this nuihi^ 
ny race» snoh ae Ihs An^Mcieaa people v^old scitfoe* 
Iv believe ; and I am satisfied that tf the evenla of 
the hue war ooidd be traeed to dsw trpe acHiree^ 
every real philaothnq^ ia th^ wtioi^ wmid Moirii 

for hia country* 

• • » «» «^ % e 

. ^I could relate mmxf aneadoles» la sbov tht 
friendly feelian enlenainod towards out g^i^nam' 
neat and people by the Saos^-^eehi^ whii£> vAi^ 
ther of fear or of kindness, have imdesed tbent 
whoUy sabisissife»and ^K^ufib Mitog bulk the 9^ 
impro voiced aggression on ow side,, eauid hav# }&s^ 
died into hostiU^. I will only, at this lime, iqpeat 
one, which oceuined dming my fiyst; Toyag^ um^ 
ving others for a f uHMPe letlsc^ 

<< One day, when the hott stemmed t^ talse in 
woody some of w strolled up to the hmm of a |i r. 
D., a respectable farmet mm Pmnsj^anuu Her 
had been living herjs sefven^ yeia9,at a spot dinlanl 
fiHMn any settfemsntsy and wiAont a 9mq^ m^^^ 
bor. Upon our inqmring whethsi be Mt noa&um 
in residing thua alone^ en the vicinky of the Iftdiatt^- 
he replied that hi^ iamily had foimi^ly ejqpericBced 
much uneasmessy but that they had long sinee bo- 
come satisfied that th^e was no ^ound for appitn 
hension« He wae convinced tb^ the SaeSi^ me^- 
nmfmmigbbop^m: fiur firvm^b^ing dii^pesod Mii&i*^ 
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Jm© "fte ^wUtes, trans cttutkittt vbd tfanid of jirini^ 
i^ffmee. In mippcQrt of this opinimi^ he related the 
following anecdote. 

* HSs Jwnwe stands on aU^ bank of the Missis- 
vippi, and iti» fymity were one day mnoh alarmed 
1»y liisooyetin^ a latge number of Indians passing 
op the river m canoes. Tliey passed along in a 
most disorderly manner, some paddling their little 
yessels, and others stroUmg along the shore, but the 
majority cvidentty intoxicated. • It was the latter 
cttcttmstance which canned atamu The Indians 
had been to 1^ Ijouis to teceive their annnities, and 
fcad procured a sufficient J^pply t)f whisky to ren- 
der ttiem tmsafe visitors. TTiey continned, how- 
ever, straggling along in larger or smaller patties all 
day, without stopping. At night, one of them, a 
yotrag warrior of prepossessing appearance, came 
10 the hotrae, and in the most respectful manner^ 
«idced permission to sleep tipon the floor of the 
ealrni. Mr. D., aldiongfa iby no means pleased with 
his guest, knew ttot now to refuse. The Indian 
warrior was invited to supper. A plentiful meal, 
i^di as composed the ordmary repast of die ikmi- 
ly, was placed before him, and having satisfied his 
tumger^ ne wrapped hitnself in iiis blanket> threw 
himself on the noot befbre tfie lire, and went to 
sleep. In the coarse of tive night, Mr. D. happen- 
ing to go ont, discovered aome fidtons lying in th^ 
b^es not tkt fh>m the htonse ; without dteturbing 
them, he p r oceeded fai a dffferent direction, where 
be fotind another party; thej were atiewed, in 
^it, entirely arotmd his dwelling. The fkct of be- 
mg thtts atRTotmded, the concealment, and the si 
lenceof the Indians, all conspired to awaken suspi- 
cion, and he passed the night in no small degree of 
uneasiness. He rose early in the morning ; his In- 
dian guesft also started np, gathered his blanket 
aiottnl iam, and Uxk ^ieave > ^rat, faoWaw^ ex. 
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nUioincIa Mr. IL that ii& bcloogad to «i piurte ^ 
Sacs wEo were returning from St. Liouii, and toai 
many of them being mtoxicatedy it bad bee^ 
thought proper to station a guard romid Mr. D.'j 
house, to protect him and his property from iimuyji 
He added, that if any depredi^n should be discp* 
vered to have been committed by the Indian^ th(9 
chiefs would pay Mr. S. the full amount. Such aii 
example of the care taken by the chiefs of tlu^ 
tribe to avoid giripg umbrage to the whiter afibid^ 
the highest testimony, either of their friendship fi^ 
our Popple, or their respect for our power. 

^ The Sac and Fox tribe inhabited, at that time^ 
a beautiful tract of country in Illinois, upon tb9 
borders of Rock river. These two tribes are u^u; 
ally mentioned in conjunction, because the Foxes, 
many years ago, having been nearly exterminated 
in a war with some of their neighbors, the renmant 
of the nation, too feeble to exist as a separajte tribe, 
sought refuge in the Sac villages, and have remain- 
ed ever since incorporated with the latter people^ 
They are a fine looking race of people, and are well 
disposed towards the whites, lliey have loug bee» 
divided, however, into two parties, one of which ih 
friendly towards our government, while the others 
called the British band^ is under the influence of 
the British traders. It has always been the policy 
pf the latter, to keep the Indians upon the west«n|: 
firontier in a state or disaffection towards the Amef4 
ican people, and by these means, to secure to tbemn 
selves an undue proportion of the fur trade*. Sc| 
loi^ as it should remain diffiinilt upon our. paii tok 
gain access to the tribes, and our intercourse witti. 
them be liable to interruption, jealousy, and diaht 
trust, so long would the British trader possess an 
advantage over us in relation to this traffic. T^ 
British tur companies, whose a^nts are numerous 
lnl$Ui|^(^,j^^ntei]pri^^ ltb^£K*.«cto4lOnte 
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§6b pbHey, tind the Engjisb offieen in Canada, bo(h 
cirii and military, hare given it their sanction. AJ- 
«io$t all the atrocities whidi hare been committed 
^n our frontiers by the Indians, within the last fifty 
jrears, have been directly or indirectly incited by 
the incendiary agents of that merceiuury gorem* 
nent. The BritUh band of the Sacs and Foxes 
have been in the habit of visiting Maiden annu- 
ally, and receiving valnable presents — presents, 
which being made to a disaffected portion of a 
tribe residing not <nily within the United States, but 
within the limits of a state, coirid be viewed in no 
dther light than as bribes, — ^tibe wages of disaffec- 
tion. Black Hawk, though not a chief, is one of the 
most influential individuals of the British bancL'* 



ly a late number of the Amencan Museum, we 
find the following article. It bears intrinsic evi« 
dence of coming from the same pen, and presents 
in a striking point of view the rapid extension of 
our settlements, and the consequent recession of the 
Indians. 

<<Most of our readers have become familiarly 
i^uainted with the name oi the redoubted Black 
Hawk, whose adventures are detailed in this volume 
and whose fame has been spread from Maine to 
Florida. There was a time when he shared the 
eager attention of the public with Fanny Kembla 
and the cholera, and was one of the lions of the 
day ; and as regularly talked about as the weather, 
the last new novel, or the candidates for the presi- 
c^ncy. The war in Illinois, though of brief dura- 
libn, and not marked by anv stirring events, eam^ 
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vteaif of ftttM tBi eonfltels, or queRad by the mpe^ 
nof muttbeit 9l a giguBlic 4aid ^grawtag^ye^ ggttaod 
to ha7« siibiitttted to ih^ &le, m4 the ptoa^w i^ 
esaied to nttmtMr tte ir«i)*airboop aiBoiq;^ the -kt- 
qiiioMieftof iteborierlife. Tto j>lainstif fffinoi* 
ud Miaoari WeM i^iAf boooansg peopled 1^ 
^▼tliKod m&t. A nee leit Iwrdy than the Mfti^ 
woodsuftoii were tmpied b)r the tsete lo flrigtaie te 
thOM doliglitftd e^lMlee, that Uowied wilh iMie 
than Afimdiaa toeinukm vf <Mtfyto 
ty. The imofce of theeottler't tsMn beganto a«. 
<»iid from tfie raarghi of tflMTjr virtttm iA that nride 
?egion, atod the«aMeeti«y«d thfo«|^ rich pastm^ 
ofwhich the btiffalo^ Hbe eUc, and the 4eet, Mdlei^ 
enjoyed a monopoly — an unchartered monopoly — 
wondering, no doubt^ at their- good luck in having 
their lives cast in such pleasant places. 

It was theumter's let toxamble over that beanti 
ful country while thege interestiog scenes were pre 
sented ; wMle the Wilderness still gloWed in its 
pristine Itrxtnianee : while Ihe frraifSeMgrate^aiMl^ve 
wild floweia tflffl covered Ihe phifai, attd <he deer 
contimted to fr e q uen t Us anoient haiintSy and whifo 
the habitations of the new settlers were so widely 
and so thinly scattered, that the nearest neighbors 
CMdd ecaroety ha:re e^aD^iattmd the ^t(mH4&y <^ im 
annual viilt wtthMC ttie aid of the swrM^eag^ied 
focjots i>( aneient atory. Bat ^mt^ In aoKiMi^ 
Aey lived wMiottt ft«f . Theifr wete Mm ^ mo*- 
ieift nor make them afraid. If^OieyhadlewAiendS) 
(heyhadtvomemlse. If the tediai^hatosdM^ih^aeu 
tier's door, it was to acdielt hofefpillallty, >Ret 40 offiwr 
violence. 8ntmeire&eqtiiMClyh^iNiffltedaa«iitiyty, 
timid of giving offence to "die wytetHety /irhom^ 
doubtless regarded as ati {ntmder V!p^n4 >^ ovmati^ 
eient heritage, but whti«ie poiwsi^M h^ ^tad hMn 
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nmurded by a strrag and awiftann, Uiat had never 
&ilod to repay aggression with ten-fold vengeance. 
Suddenly, however, a, change came over this cheer* 
ing scene. The^ misoondnct of a few white men 
disbirbed the harmony of a wide region. The In-^ 
dians were oppx%9aed and insulted to the last point 
of forbearance, and a small but restless band, re* 
gaided as insubordinate and troublesome even bv 
tb^ir own nation, seised upon the occasion to rush 
to war. 

It is wonderful to look back upon this eventful 
history. The country over which Black Hawk, 
with a handful of followers, badl^ armed, and des- 
titute of stores or munitions of war, roamed for 
hundreds of miles, driving off the scattered inhabi- 
tants, is now covered with flourishing settlements, 
with substantial houses, and large farms — ^not with 
the cabins and clearings of bordermen — ^but with 
'the comfortalde dwellings and the well-tilled fields 
of independent farmers. Organized counties and 
all the subordination of social life are there ; and 
there are the noisy schooUhpuse, the decent church* 
the mill, the cotpitry store, the fat 0^ and the sleek 
plot^h-horse. The yankee is there with his no- 
tions and his patent-nghts, and the travelling agent 
with his subscription book ; there are merchandise 
from India and from England, and, in short, all the 
luxuries of life, from Bulwer's la^ novel down to 
Brandreth's pills. And all this has been done in six 
years — In less than half the time of Jacob's court- 
ship. In 1832 the Saukie warriors ranged over 
that fertile region, which is now (1838) covered 
with an indu^ons popidation ; while the Territo- 
ries of Wisconsin and Iowa, imd vast settlements 
m Missouri, have nnce grown up, beyond the re* 
gion vrt^ch, was then the frontier and tfie seat of 
war. 
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SKETCHES OF THE SIOUX. 

The Sioux or Dacotas, are a numerous, power- 
fell and warlike nation of Indians, who ha^e been 
appropriately called the Arabs of the west. Be- 
tween them and the Sacs and Foxes, there has ex« 
isted, from the settlement of the two latter tribes on 
tlie waters of the Mississippi, a hostility of feeling 
that has kept them embroiled in a constant warfar^. 
The efforts of government io break down their pre* 
* Judices and make peace bet\veen them, have failed m 
accon^)lishing that benevolent end. JK is not,'hpw- 
ever, against the Sacs and Foxes alone, that thejxariiis 
arc turned. From time iromemoriiBtl they have been 
at wrar with the Chippeway;s, and are also constaiit- 
Ty making hostile incursions upon other neigbbor- 
in^ tribes. ,Tbey usually fight on horseback, and 
being very 'superior horsemen, they are generally 
more than a match for their antagonists. In School- 
craft's Narrative^ we find the following account of 
their numbers, habits and pecidiarities of char- 
acter. 

" The numerical strength of the Sioux nation was 
stated by the late Qeneral Pike at ^1,675, three 
thousand eight hundred of whom are warriors. 
This is the most powerful Indian tribe in North 
America. It consists of seven bands, namely the 
Minokantongs, the Yengetongs, the Sissitbn^ the 
WahpetoDgs, the Titongs, the Mendewacantongs 
and the Washpecontongs. These are independent 
bands under dieir own diiefs, but united in a con- 
federacy for the pxotectibn of their texntones; ud 
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#end deputies to s gemeial councit t>f the chiels and 
wamorS) whenevef the concame of their nation re- 
qttire it If one of the tribes is ettadBed, the others 
are expected to as^(t in die repulsion of the enemy. 
They itdiabit all the country, between the Massi^- 
sippi and Missouri rivers, from north latitude about 
46^ to the jiui0tk>n of these rireis near -St. Louis, 
with trifling exceptions in faror of some acatt^fed 
bands of Foxes, Sacs and Kkkapoos. Ibeir coun* 
tr^ also extends south of the Missouri, where the 
principal part of the Titongs reside, and east of the 
Mississippi to the territories of the Cbiweways^-^ 
the Winnebdgoes and the MenominiQs. The great- 
est chief of the nation at present (ISdO) is Tathm- 
gamane, or the Red Wing. 

^^llie MinocantoDgs, ^r pecqpleiof the.watecs, 
are located at St Petdrs^'atul along the bailks of 
the Miiteissij^i towards^ Piaiiie> du Chitn^ They 
reade in fi>ur priaeippd. villages. 

<6The YeugdtOQgs and the SeAsitmgs intn^it tUe 
upper parts of theriv^ >St« Petets^Mid a^e^some- 
thnes G^ed the Sioux of the pkios. . Their traffic 
Is principallv inButUo robes* The Wahpetonpi, 
or people of tte lesives are the most erratic in thek 
dispositions of all the Sioux; they inhabit the St 
Peters between the Prairie de FraBcois and the 
White Rock, during a part of the yeiff, and gener- 
ally go out to hunt above the &lls of St Anthony 
towards the sources of the river De Corbeau, and 
upo^i the plains which give origin to the Crow, Sac 
and lak rivers. 

<«l%e Titongs fathabit both banks of the Mis- 
souri, and rove in quest of game over an immense 
extent of countrv. They are said to ba related to 
tfae'Mahas, and some othcbr bands south of the 
Missouri. 

^< The Obfendewaeant(mgs^ or people of the Medfr* 
tjdce, the Wa^vec^ffiten^ oxpe^ of ibe 
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Vmrmf who hmnt nm rvsy, «id«Mie •di^ 
tered bands, whoae names are itnkBOwn, wbiBhiti 
the oountfjr ganefaUy, imm St Pefen south lo iHfl 
mouth of tht Mimouri, and are chi^f located i^ 
OD the aonroet of the riTois Ooaao, lowa^and Dc^ 



<< Hie Sbux are ganefally r^reamted aa a hmw^ 
geMBout and spirited people, with paroud notiona at 
thehr origin as a tribe, and Amw mpeiicmtyaa httoii^ 
and wazriiNn, and with a predominant paasioa tm 
wax. They ^peak the Narootah language, whieh is 
peculiar to theuM^ves, and appears to hare Uttio b£^ 
finity with any other IndisA tongue* It isAMtaosoft 
and aonoiDUs as the Algonquin wUch fimands in 
labials, but more so than the Wiimeba|«b vhkh is 
the most haMi and guttural language m Ammca. 
The Xarcotah sounds to an English ear, like Ibi Ott* 
nass,and both ia this^and in other leiqpeieils, tll9 Bioiix 
axe thought to preset^ many poioSs ci eoinriitettot. 
It is certain thai their maimers and ^islosas differ 
^sse nfiaUy feem thoee of avf (rth^ tribes OAd their 
pliysio9D0iDy,aa well as Ihek langnigp» <^ <3P^ 
.MM,flaatkmem a distinpt )»iee of peq^- T%m 
aamfinRs and their aiq^idications to the unkao^» 
Godr*4heir ftasts after any signal d^tveianee fiEom 
danger^-thetr meat, and theit tomi offerings It^ . 
nrc|Mucation of incense, a«d certain o^KstosM^ ^shr 
Mmks» ixa&K too fltriking a couieid^m, imih Ihe 
mann«rs<rftfieAsiatifftr&es»brfoietbee<HwaMiniii 
ment of the Quistian tanu to escape obserratiim, 
while their paintings and hieroglyphics bear as 
much analogy to those of tile A^eeks ^ Mexico, 
as to nmder it probaUe thai lbs latlw are of Na» 
dowessian origm.'' 

^ From my knowledge of the Sioux nation," ob 
serves Lieutenant Pike, ^ I do not hesitate lo {ffo 
nounce them the most warlike iwad itideoendent na 
lifm.of iB^ii^ witl^ ItM JM9ni^«fi% of ill* Vmtmi 
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BfitMT evetf paanon bcitig sabfl te rv ten t to tint 
4t trat. Their guttural prpnunciationy hig^ cheek 
ixmes, their visages, aad disiinct manners, togeiher 
li^ith their own traditions, supported by the testimo- 
ay «f fieighboriae nations, piU it m my mind be- 
yond a shadow oi doubt, that they have emigrated 
flom the north ^ei^ pomt of America, to which 
they bul eome across me narrow streig^bta, which 
m that quarter divide the two omtinents; and are 
absolutely ^tescendbmts of a Tartarean tribe*'' 

The fokowing anecdote of a Sioux chief, and of a 
oi«ndl held by €kyvemor Cass, some years since, fiir 
^e pui^ese of making peace between Obe Skmz 
«&d CMppeways, is drawn from a letter from ihU 
4rfSoM', to the war4q^arUi»nt.* 

f*^ Svam yean amce^ nmtua% weary <d hoeiiUtie% 
•Ae tiiMii of b(^na^i» met, and agreed upon a 
tffUee. Buitfae Sioux disregarding the eolemneoa^ 

rthey had ionobd^ and actuated by aoine sud- 
inqpidas attacked and muidered a number of 
drippsfiragnb Tlie old CSiippeway duef was jnre- 
•eniftt ihe timo, and his lift was saved by the in- 
^Mpidity and sdf-develion of a SioUS chml This 
mtai imioatod, remonstrated^ Ihtealened; H^ ad^ 
jnied hii com^rymen^ by every imHtve, to abstain 
from any violation of their £uth: and finding hs 
MBKmstnmces usetess, he atti^od himself to the 
GidpptMmj cbi^ and avowed h«s determination to 
jtavie^hmi or fmA. Awed by sueh intrepi^y, Ae 
SkmsL fitiaUy agreed that he AmM ransom the 
CUMewa. This he did at the expense of all tho 
pr^rty he possessed. The Sioux chief now ae- 
oompMEded hmi on hie jocumey, imtil he considered 
Ittm safe firom any of the parties of the Sioux, who 
Biigbt be ^&posed to pursue him* 
«Briieving at equally tnoonriirte»t witili hmnanity 
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waa soofid p^riicyi that tfi6sei)0Tder 4soate^ shiBFuiB 
be sofferad to continue; and feeling that the Indians 
have a full portion ik moral and ptiyrical ev'^ 
without adding to tbem the calamities of a war, 
which had no de&iite olject, Govemor Ck» toeing 
at Sandy lake^ offered Ins mediationta the phippe*- 
way ctnefey to -which tb^ xeadily acceded. In 
consequence, a deputation of tea of theii ^mi^n^ dft- 
scended the Missimppi with hhn. 

<< The Chtppeway» tended oceasionaUy^to examitM 
whether any of the Sioux had recently visited that 
quarter. In . o&d of ibese esccuisions^ there was 
found, suspended to 4i tree, in an exposed situa- 
tion, a i»cce^ .bir(Ai4)aii:, made flat, hy foemg ^m^ 
tened between two.stiidcs, aboniti eighteen .indies 
Jong by l^eea> broads This bark* wntaitted the 
answer of the Sioux nalaoiv^o ovestHrss wfaiiA 4be 
the Chwpeways bad made, oirOvrem^pO^ss' «A^ 
of ra&(iuAi(m'''**'^f^i^ 

and takanoff l^y a party of the fiiMtx; Soimrei^^ 
fhl and eatoguin^ry had Ibe txinte^ bembe^wei^ 
these tribes, feat no pCTsonabconmiuaiimtienvcssiM 
take plaee. - Neither the aaoetityt of the ojB&De^siot 
the importanoaof the message, could protect lh» 
ambassador of either- party firom-ttie^veiigeanoe of 
he other. . - r 

<<The ptelaninaries^ a peace being^dnis setted, 
the Sioux and ChippeiRrays met in jokit OMimal— ^ 
smoked the pipe of peaoe together, and then in 
their own figurati^^ language, ^buried the tecna- 
hawk so claep, tfiat it <yovld never be dug up 
again." . 

Another anecdote is related by Mr. S^oolentft 
which wet;[U0te as iUus^tive of tfie character, iaii 
some degree, of thiasingular'a]id.wailtke face.'' 

«< Le Petit Cdvbeau, a diief of a smalls band <^f 
Sioux, located upon the banka^f the MississipiMy* 
towards the ctmpnsa>of .tfaft. Cfai|ipewi|r 4mritory, 
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p^vtig out one morning to examine his beaver trap, 
fbund a 5autenr in the act of stealing it. He had 
approached without exciting alattn, and while the 
Sauleur was engaged in taking the trap from the 
^f^t^tf he stood matureiy surveying him with a 
loslded Tiflein his hands. As the two nations were 
ttt war, and' the offence was in itl»elf xxne of tfi^ 
most heinoi» nature, he would have been justified^ 
in killing' him ofx the spot, and the tiiief looked for 
"bo^Hmig else, on finding himself detected. Bat the 
Sioux chief walking up to him dtscpvered a no^ 
Meness of disposition which would^have done hon- 
or to the most enlightened of men. « Take no alarm,* 
ndd he) <at my amroadi; I only come to present t6 
ywt tfie trapof wmch I see you stand in need. You 
are entirely welcome to it Take my gun abo, as 
I pereeive you have none of your own, and depart 
with it to the landof your' countrymcha, but linger 
BOt hsn, lost sonde of ray young men, who are 
fmktmgfyt Ae blood of tneir enenue% should' dis 
Mver your ibotstseps m our oountry, and fidl upon 
you.' Sosaying he delivered him his gun and aci^ 
eoutremffitfts, i^ returned umrmed tome'ViBage of 
iHiidi he lsiM> desenrefly the dhief.^ ^ 
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COLONIZATION OF THE INDUNa 

Tlw pha^ now in pfogfws of exmrnHom^ £» tht 
remoTai of mU the Iik&uis^ villitn the Umjis of ifai 
Umled Stales, to a regkNi 0[ countrf weil of Miff 
aouri and Arkaonas, wiU of cowiet when ouiiail 
oatygieady inodifyourrdalkHiswiihibem. Nofir 
laws must beena^ed by Congmos, and new tfoatiflS 
£»iiied between the Indiaiis and the United St a l sa 

From the orgaiiisali<m of Ae fedeial goiFinMaeBt 
to the pteaenttime^ our relations with the lodiasis 
haTO been the snbjeet of frecptemt fegifliation» and 
the statute book b^oe matty evidtmes of b^ef»> 
lent adion towards this itt-iAjled laee^ if .^ lave 
enacted by CkxigtBss for the i^rolee^Qii and ci^rtlia% 
tion ef the abarioiaes of #ds cout^, bad bcMJN»- 
ydariy andrigimr enf oB Qs d > and a mote impaiM 
mterpietatiQa ^tfae tniiuies aoade wMi ^^et^ had 
been obeetved, tfastrcendalkitt wonM^w beeeiMr 
better tfaaa it now i»-^4heywoidd baWy aii» ed flsewi 
tiie hunter to the paileffalelato^ and tern f»^wn kk 
numbers, virtue and imelUgmea fi»t ^»ae taiMi 
and ttiese treaties, have been year after year viotated 
by our own people, and the result I»s bem aeoo- 
stant deterioration of the Indians. Thn is eqpedal- 
ly true of ttiose laws intended to {oerent our eiti* 
sens from hunUng on the Indian lands, residiBg m 
their countnr, aikl trading with ibem without a li 
cense from the United States. These have g^ieral- 
ly been a dead letter upon the national statute 
book, and the encroachments of the lawless f^M- 
tiers-men, the trader, the hmd sq[>ecu)ator, and dfs 
vender of spirituous liquors, have impoveririusd 
degraded, and vitiated, more or less, every tribe 
widiin the Innits of the United States. Itiat0ltei 
Imwrnmi^^withthsaeckHMef ^iMBs, tba^tM 
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teidlldtlv the laivagfe barbarities, aihl Border-wars, 
of which so much complaint i^ made against thor 
hidians, are to he mainly attributed. The rapacity of 
imr people, for their peltries and their land, the fee- 
Ue ejcecmioii of laws made for their protection, and' 
Ike hxxse morality windi has governed ouf general' 
intercoimse with them, have wasted their numbers, 
tWtnoed theor character, and tarnished the honor of 
Ihat nation,' which, from the very organization of 
^igoremxtentyhas claimed tb be tiieir benevolent 
pnteotoir; 

i ^Hia plan of i^emoving Ae Ihdiahs feyoixd iba" 
limxtsi of OEe UcAied Stktes is hot new. If not crrig^ 
inal wi^ Mr; JeSi^rtsMm, it waa commended by him, 
saEfed baa beeft afiproved, we befieve, by each succes. 
aivo ledminiiitrktion sinc^ his day> It looked cff 
WOMBS to a pesioeable not a forciblis removal o^ 
^hsBh WheUier the detiails ^f the original plan cor 
MponAed with liiose of the la^, mid^ which thi# 
iWBovalui going <m^ w6^ da not know. 

The substance of tbe present plan may be gat6^' 
and firon tile foitowing provisions: , . 

^ lat. lb Becnte the lands^oti which th^ are plac^; 
«d to the several tribes by patent, with only such 
lestrictions as are necessary 40 prevent white niipir 
ftmn purdiasing them, or encroaching upon diem.> 

. ^ T\» estaEbtish a territorull govennneiit, all the 
<ffioes of whadi, (e^c^ tbosie of t^ governor and 
seoetttiy;) am to W filled trith Indians, wherever, 
ecmpMeiit natives can be obtained. 

/Jik To pcovlde for a* general ^nncQ df dde^at^ . 
^bOBon bf and frmi the* tribes^ with legislative pow- ; 
nm\ Ibdafi abaeGoieiitrnm tb be valid till theymite' 
baen ap pr w e d ^ b^ ti& Vtes&imt of die united 



i4th^ T^haM^ ii' dflb^l^Bi^ titwifp^d xtttive; r9*, 
ain(ai Wiwii i jp il lf immg x» wMtnur oKxiti* 
-jM0ii» fo ^ aUsMki to tWa .aJB^fs of ^ha ituHofy, 
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wtio tball be allowed the pay and emolnroetius dtm 
member of Congress. 

5th. To encourage, by liberal annual paymet^ 
of money prorided for in treaties, the eatablishment. 
of schoob and colleges; in which competent imtiTe 
teachers are always to be preferred when they C3d. 
be had. 

The power and influence of the United Stat^ aie , 
to be directed in protecting them from the whi^;** 
in preserving peace among the different tribes, and; 
in stimulating them, by rewards and emoluments^; 
in acquiring the habits of civilized lifb. The efforts 
of tlie benevolent to carry Christianity among them.* 
if made in conformity with the regulations of thf 
territory, are to be. cherished. These are the lead-- 
ing features of the new system of Indian reguia* 
tions, establisl^d bv government for the .civilization 
of the Indians. > The territory set apart for this ob* 
ject, lies west of the states of Arkansas and Mis- 
sburi,mnningnortK from the Red river about sbi* 
hundred miles, and west from the western' bounda- 
ries of these states about two hundred miles. Tbe 
number of Indians within the territory of the Uni- 
ted States is estimated to approach to near half a * 
million of souls. 

It must be obvious to every one familiar w^ the* 
Indian character, and with the history of oar past 
relations with this people, that the success of this ^ 
plan, will depend, in a very great degree, upon the 
manner in which its details shall be eireeuted by 
the government A failure will inevitably* ensue^ 
if wlute men are permitted to eomd hi contact with 
the Indians. The strong arm of the military power 
of the United States, will be requisite to stay the' 
encroachments of our people, whose love of ad* 1 
venture and whose thirsufor g^, w^V cany them 
aitkfog thalndians^ju^ aice^t^d b][.mari 
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cpnfi4erMimf tbaa il sgom^^ dxxtff «rlii» pftbttyK 
tlons. of the statute beok. 

^/instead of attempting to sapply them with gooda 
by licensing traders to reside amoi^ them, they 
should be encouraged to sell their furs and peltriea- 
and to make their purchases in the United States* 
On the former system they are liable to c(m'itant 
ioiposition, and the very articles which, the traders 
carry among them, are worthless in kind and poor 
i^ quality; but if the Indians traded with us, with* 
in the limits of the United States, they would have 
the comoetion arising from a number ofbuyersaAd 
sellers, they woi:^ obtain better prices &a their furs, 
and procure more valuable articles, upon fairer 
terms, in exchange* They would also be benefitted 
by observing our manners and customs, adopting 
our style of dress, learning the value of pr<q)erty^ 
and gaining some knowledge of agriculture and the 
use of mechanical tools, ac^ Implements of husban-r 
dry. But the most important advantage to be gain-* 
ed by their trading within the United States, would 
be in their protection from imposition. It ba» been 
truly and forcibly remarked, 

<< Humanity sbi^ders at the recital of the neia* 
rious acts practised by the white traders upon the 
Indians, x et not halfofth^si are known or dreamed 
of by the American people. We refer again to Mr-s 
Tanner's Narrative, which every man who has a 
vote on this subject ought to read. Here we find 
the traders sometimes taking by forcty from an In*' 
diauj the produce of a whole year's bunt, without: 
making hun any return, sometimes pilfering a por« 
tiipn while buymg the remainder, and still oftener 
wresting from the poor wretches, while in a state 
of intoxication, a valuable property, for an madam 
qiiate remuneration.. In one place, our- auth<Mr tells 
of an Indian woman, his adopted mother^ who, << in 
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bio robes, dressed and smoked skins, and Cfihet 
articles, Jbr mm?* He naAeticaUy adds, « of afl 
our large load of peltries, the produce of so maiiy 
days of loil, so many long" anl diffictttl joume3rs'y 
one blanket uid Aree kegs of mm, only remained, 
besides the jawx and almost worn out clothmg on 
ear bodtes.'^ The serufing of mossionaries, to la- 
bor by the sideofAe mis(nreaRt» who thus strindle 
and debauch ib» ignoiant ssrs^, is a mockery of 
the oflfee, and a waste of the time of these raluabii^ 
mm. If tho Indians tmded within our states, wM 
our regular traders, the same laws and Ae same 

KibDc sentiment whidi protects us^ would protect 
em.'* 

This is no exaggereted picture* Fraud, oppress 
sion and irioience, have characterised our inter- 
course with the Indians, and it is in vain to hope 
fbr any ameliomtion of their savage condition, so 
long as an intercourse c^tiiis kind is p^mitted. b 
the very nature of things, the plan of civilizing- the 
Indians, by fonning a confederacy of them, beyond 
the limits of the United States, will prove unsoc- 
eessfhl, unless they are surrounded by acorcbn <rf 
mOitary poets, and the whites are stayed, by phys. 
ibal force, fiom entering their territories finr aiiy 
jmrpose whatever. 

It is to this Hilerooune that the Indkm wars, wbM 
have so frequently caused the blood of the wlritd imd 
the red man^to flowin tonrents, uponourfrontfer, are 
mainly to be attributed. It hks been asserted, even 
by those who claim to be the grave h^orians cf 
this unfortunate^ ][>eopIe, thai these war» are almost 
trithout exception, the result of that cruelty and iit- 
satiable thirst for blood which belong to the Indtaii 
charactef. One of these writers, the Rev; Titnothjr 
MiiTt, in Ms «< Indian Wara of the West,*' sacys^ 
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^tet, nor iuoomiderable means of abservanon,:tl»t 
niKgresskm bas ooimaeiiced^ in the account cuneiit 
of nmtiial crime, ais a husttlBBd to tme, on the past 
of the Indians." We do not question the siiK^rity 
crf.this belief^ but we do question, eutirdy, the cor- 
rectness of the conchision to wUch the writer bric^ 
ilis mind: we affirm without hesitation, that it is a 
eonchision that cannot be sustained by testimony, 
if the individual making it, liad looked less super- 
£ciaUy at the case, and had gone to the primary 
'eauses that have produced the bloody eoUicoons be- 
^4ween his countrymen and the Indians, he could 
never have made so great a mistake as the one he 
-has committed in the paragraph quoted above. If 
Jondness, good Ibith and honesty 6f dealii^, had 
marked our social, political andcommerdaliiite&- 
eouxse with the Indians, few, if any of these bkody 
wars would liave occurred; and these people, ii^ 
•etead of being debased by onr intercourae withthwi^ 
would have been improved and elevated in the 
ieale of civilization. The history of the eariy settle- 
ment of Pennsylvania and its iUustrioos foundet, 
afiimis the stroi^pest testimony on tins point The 
jQsdce, benevolence and kindness wluch marked 
tbe oonduot of Pean towards tfap Indiana, diiielded 
his infant colony from aggression, and won fsr him 

Crsonally, a generous afiection, d»t wocdd have 
en cxeditable to any race of people,. 
Upon ibis point it has .been well and forcibly re- 
narked by a philttithiopic wxitac,* of -our country, 
that, 

^ The American Indian is scunetimes r^[arded ae 
a being who is prasie to all that is revolting and 
crueL He is cheridied in excited imagmaticms, as 
a demoniac phantasm, delig^iting in bloodshed, 

i " l ■ ■ ■ ■ II I I . .11. li t I .1 ^1 . , ■■■ M ill I , MM I. 
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withcnit & qmrk of generous sentmient or natHm 
beneTolenoe. The philosophy of man should teach 
ns, that the Indian is nothing less than a human 
being, in whom the animal tendencies predominate 
over the spiritual. His momls and intellect having 
received neither culture nor developement^ he pes- 
sesses on the one hand, die infinnities of hmnanityi 
while on the other the divme spark in liis heart, if 
not blown into a genial warmth, has not be^i ex- 
tinguished by an artificial polish. His affections 
are strong, because they are confined to a few (^ 
jects; his enmities are deep and permanent, because 
they are nmsed in secret, without a religion to con- 
uol thenu Friendship is with him a sacred senti* 
ment He undertakes long and toibome journeys 
to do justice to its object; he exposes himself, ior 
its sake, to every species of privation; he fi^ts Jipr 
it; and often di^ in its defence. He appomts no 
/icial messenger to proclaim, by an empty for- 
mality, the commencement of wan Whilst the 
European seeks advantages in the subtle finesse of 
negociation, the American pursues them according 
to the instincts of a less refined nature, and the^dio- 
tates of a less sublimated policy* He sed^s his^^- 
emy before he expects him, and thus renders him 
his prey. 

No better evidence need be adduced of his ca- 
pacity for a lively and lasting fnenddiip, than tl^e 
nistory of Pennsylvania, during thf liie time of 
the founder. It is refreshing and ddightixd to see 
one fair page, in the dark volume of injusticie an 
^rirne, whidi American annals, on this subject pre- 
sent While this page reflects upon the pest w 
accumulated odium, it fumidies lessons for tfie 
guide and edification of the future. Let me invite 
the philanthropist to this afiecting story. 

A chief object of Penn, in the settlement of )ivi 
pro viaee^ was nei^iar. land, . gold^no^ donuiiioi^ l^ 
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<< Ac gtoryf of God, by the civflfctetion of tlie poo* 
, Indian," Upon his arrival in Pennsylrania, the 
pledge contained in his charter was redeemed by a 
friendly compact with the <^ poor Indian " which 
was never to be violated, ai^ by a uniform and 
scrupulous devotion to his rights and intei'ests. 
Oldmixon and Clarkson inform us, that he expen- 
ded << thousands of pounds " for the physical and 
social improvement of diese untutored and house- 
less tenants of the woods. His estate became im* 
paired by the munificence of his bounty. In return 
for benevolence so generous and pure, the Indians 
showed a reality of affection and an ardor of grati- 
tude, which they had on no previous occasion pro* 
fessed; The colony was exempted from those ca* 
lamities of war and desolation, which form so 
prominet^ a picture in the early annals of Ameri'> 
can settlements. During a period of forty years^, 
the settlers and natives lived harmoniously toge- 
ther, neither party complaining of a single act of 
violence or the infliction of an injury unredressed. 
The memory of Penn lived green and fresh in their 
esteem, gratitude, and reverence, a century after. 

The tribe thus subdued by the pacific and philan« 
thropic principles of Penn, have been imtruly de- 
scribed as a cowardly and broken down race. They 
were a branch of the great family of Indians, who, 
for so many years, carried on a fierce and bloody 
strife with the Alligewi on the Mississippi, and 
waged a determined hostility with the Mengwe. 
At one period they vrere the undisputed masters of 
the large tract of country, now known as the terri- 
tory of the middle states. On the arrival of the 
English, their number in Pennsylrania was compu- 
ted at thirty or forty thousand souls. Their history 
spoke only of conquest. They were a brave, proud 
and warlike race, who gloried in the preservation 

r a character for valor, descended from the re- 
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by whom thay westt &mU^ Tanquished, was iiot 
fonned until 1712, fmd their de^tt, as crid^ioed 
by their peculiar sabjugatioa occurred vxthin a few 
months antecedent to tfie demise of the pnq[)rietarf . 
The same people annihilated &e colony 4>f Des 
Vries^ in 1632^ f(»med a conspiracy to exterminate 
the Swedes, imder Printz, in 1646; and w^re the 
.authors of the subeequent xnurdeKs wfaidi affltcted 
the settlements, beibice the acoessbn of ttks English 
colonists. 

<< Such an example fumidifis some innght into 
^e el»ne^ts of Indian character^. Little AoashX can 
^xist, if the .sid>ject wene fairly eXaanined, that most 
fi( (hose sangmoasy wart, of which hi^ory qpeaks 
with a ahuddei:, would be found to faave arimi kni 
irom the blood-thirsty Indian, than fiom tfaea^set- 
sions of the goldHthinty and iand-thirsty defiuaer*^ 
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INDIAN DANCING CEREMONIES. 

' In a histoiical xoemm of the Indians, published 
m ^le Neilh Amemm. Beyiew and attributed to the 
abie pen of pm pfesent woister to France, there it 
a desoriptioiti of a warHdaupe^ firom widch the fi>I. 
lowing extraot is made. 

<« An Indian War Dance is an important occur-^ 
renoe hi the paeaing eventis of a village. :The 
whole poptdatioAi is aasembled, and a feast |>roTjU 
ided for alL The warriojrs are painted and ]»epar«> 
€d aa for battle. A post is firmly planted in the 
gromid, and tbeakig^ Ae drummers^and otfier mu* 
aicia^^) are seated within the cinde jformed bjr the 
danoei^ aad ^^ecitatofs. Itie Dsuaie and the dan*. 
0er» bjE^iQ. The -qramors «xen theuBselves^ with 
p;reat energy. Every muscle is in action : axid tiien 
18 the most perfect concord between the music and 
their movements. They brandish thejr weapons, 
and with such apparent fury, that fatal accidents 
seem unavoidable. Presently a warrior leaves the 
circle, and with his tomahawk or casse-tete, strikes 
the post. The nmsic and dancing cease, and pro- 
found silence ensues. He Aen reeoiunts, with a 
loud voice, his military adiievements. He de- 
scribes the battles he has fought — the prisoners he 
has captured — the scalps he bjBui taken. He points 
to his wounds, and produces his trophies. He ac- 
companies his narrative with the actual representa- 
tion of his expI<Hts; and the mimic engagement, 
the advance and tfie retreat, are all exhibited to his 
nation as they really occurred. There is no exagger- 
ation, no lutafjygijigijpjtation^ Jtt .litdUJid be in&mous 
12* 278 
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for a warrior to boast of deeds he nerer perfinrmecL 
If the attempt were made, some one would ap- 
proach and throw dirt Id his face saying, << I do this 
to cover your shame; for the first time you see an 
enemy, you will tremble." But such au indignity 
is rarely necessary: and, as the war parties gener- 
ally, contain many individuals, the character and 
conduct of every warrior are well kfaown. Shouts 
ef applause accompany the narration, proportioned 
in duration and intensity to the interest it excites. 
His station in the ciscle is then resumed by the ac* 
tor, and the dance proceeds, till it is interrupted in a 
Amilar manner. 

« In the poem of Ontwa, a scene liJce this is g^ 
w«U described, that we cannot resist the temptation 
to transfer it to our pages. Of all who have 9tU 
t«iipted to embody in song, the << living manaersf' 
of the Indians, the anonymous author of that poem 
has been the most successful. His charaoters* and 
tiaditiens and descriptions, have the qpirit and bear- 
ing of life; and the whole work is not less true to 
nature than to poetry. 

A bundred wanion now advtnoe* 
An dw € )J and pamted for the dmioe ; 
And MNBidingciobjaid hoUo«r tkin 
A slow and m^amred tune befin : 
With rigid limb and sliding foot^ 
And murmura low the time to suit ; 
FofVftr %arjing with the aeond. 
The eti^liqg bti^ mores foond and iopmL 
Now sbwly rise the swelling notes 
When evenr crest more fively floats ; 
Now tossed on high with gestore prood 
Then towly mid thedide bow*d ; 
While clangiiig arms grow louder stin, 
And every yoice becomes more shrill ; 
nil fierce and strong the clamor grows, 
And the wild war ^^dioop bids it close. 
Then starts Skonktonga fiirth, vhoM band 
Came from fiur Huron's stonn-beat strand, 
And thus recounts his battle feats, 
i. Whilijli»ida4L€Wbtl|^i 
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*»Mtf|6^^ Long of the U. S. arftiy, in his ExpecHtioA 
tip the Missouri, gives an account of a coimcil 
whieh he held, at Council Bluff, with a party of one 
hundred Oltoes, seventy Mis&ouries, and fifty or six- 
ty Soways. The Otto nation is known by the name 
of Wah-toh-ta-na. TTieir principal village is sltua* 
led on the river Platte, about forty miles above its 
'jrmelion with the Missouri. At the period of 
this visit, these Indians had held little if any inter 
course with the whites. After the council was 
over, they performed a dance, in honor of their 
visiters, the description of which will convey to the 
reader a very vivid picture of this ceremony. Wt 
give it, in Major Long's own words. 
• « The amusement of dancing was tommene^d by 
striking up their rude instnmiental and vocal music; 
the former conc&sting (tf a gong made of a lai^ 
keg, over one of tl»e ends of which, a skin wtis 
stretched, which was struck by a small stkk, and 
another instrument, consisting of a stick of firm 
Wood, notched like a saw, over the teeth of which 
a small stick was rubbed foreitily backward and 
forward. With these, rude as they were, very good 
time was preserved with the vocal performers, who 
sat around tliem, and by all the natives as they sat, 
in the inflection of their bodies, or the movements 
of their limbs. After the lapse of a little time, three 
individuals leaped up, and danced around for a few 
minutes; then, at a concerted signal of the nntster 
of ceremonies, the music ceased and they retired to 
their seats, uttering a loud noise, which, by patting 
the mouth rapidly with the hand, was broken into 
a succession of similar soimds, somewhat like the 
hurried barking of a dog. Several sets of dancers 
succeeded, each terminating as the first. In the im 
tervals of the dances, a warrior would step forward^ 
and strike a flagHitaff they had erectedyWitfi a stidk^ 
whip, or ottMNT inmqpoQ, to d g ece ont liisaiartM 
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dMds. This ceremony is teirmei Uriking the pMt, 
and whaterer is Uien jBiad, may be relied upon as 
rigid truth, being delivered ia the presence of many 
a jealous warrior and wifqesi^ who could easily de* 
tect, and would immediately disgrace the striker 
for exa^eration or ialsehood. This is called the 
hetrgar^s cfaace— <liirlng whipb^some presems are al- 
ways expected by the perionqers; as tobacco, wliis^ 
key,or trinkets. But ontbis occasion^ as none of these 
articles were inmieuia^ly offered, the amuseoH^ 
was not, at first, distinguished by mueli activity. 

*' The master of Ihe ceremonleB continually called 
aloud to them to exert themselves but still they 
were somewhat duU wA backwaitL iB^axn now 
stepped forward^ and lashed a post with his whip, 
declaring that be would pumsh those that did not 
daiKC. This threat, from ime whom they had 
vested with authority fur this ooca^on, had a mani- 
fest effi)ct upon his auditors, who were presently 
highly wroi^ht up, by the sight <^ two or thieo 
tittle 0KMmds of ^tobaoco twist, which were now 
laid before tbem, and i4)peared to infuse new life. 

<^ After ladung the post, and making his threat; 
litanwmt on to narrate.his martial exploits. He had 
stol^i horses seven or eight times from the Kanzas; 
be had first stmck the bodiesof three of that Batioa 
riain in battle. He had stolen horses from the I€tan 
nation, and had struck one of their dead. He had 
stolen horses from ihe Pawnees, and struck the 
body of one Pawnee Loup. He bad stolen horses 
several times from the OmawhahSi and once from 
die PtmcasL He had struck the bodies of two 
Sioux. On a war party, in company with the Paw* 
nees, he had attacked the Spaniards, and pen^rated 
in^ <me of their camps; the Spaniards—Excepting a 
man and a boy — ^fled, himself being at a distaiK^ 
befive hia party; he tvas shot at and missed by tha 
ftM03u vhMtt bm. iwwifldgtftly shot dowastand swa^ 
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^.JIus^ my father/ said he, «1» the only material act 
of my life that I am ashamed oV 

« After several rounds of dancmg,and of striking 
at the post, by the warriors, Mi^-ke-ta, or Hie Little 
Soldier^ a war-worn veteran, took his turn to strike 
the post. He leaped actively about, and strained 
his voice to its utmost pitch, whilst he portrayed 
some of tlie scenes of blood m which he had acted. 
He had struck dead bodies of individuals of all the 
Red nations around j Osages, Konzas, Pawnee 
Loups, Pawnee Republicans, Grand Pawnees, Pim- 
cas, Omawhaws, Sioux, Padoucas, La Plain, or 
Bald heads, letans, Sacs,. Foxes, and loways. He 
had struck eight of one nation, seven of another, &c. 

" He was proceeding with his account, when letan 
ran up to him, put his hand upon his mouth, and 
respectfully led him to his seat. This act was no 
trifling compliment to the well-known brave j it in- 
dicated, that he had so many glorious achievements 
to speak of, that he would occupy so much time, as 
to prevent others from speaking; and, moreover, put 
to shame the other Warriors, 1^ the contrast of his 
actions with theirs. 

" Their physical action in dancing is principally 
confined to leaping a small distance from the ground, 
with both feet, the body being slightly inclined, and, 
upon alighting, an additional slight but sudden lUr 
dination of the body is made, so as to appear li^e 
a succession of jerks; or the feet are raised alter- 
nately, the motion of the body being the same. 
Such are the movements in which Uie whole party 
correspond; but, m the figures — as they are termed 
ih our assembly rooms — each individual performs 
K separate part, and each part is a significant paun 
tomimic narrative. In all their variety of action,^ 
they are careful to observe the musical cadences,. 
In this dance, letan represented one who was in the 
iunf m wl ing botsea^te eairiol' aUrtUp in hi^htodr 
■ T " 
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M did A considemble numlber of the Indian^ ^ipA 
around his neck were thrown several leathenv 
thoDgSy for bridles and halters, tlie ends of whicti 
trailed upon the ground behiud hina. After many,^ 
preparatory manoeuvres, he stooped down, and 
with his knife, represented the act of cutting the^ 
hopnles of horses. He then rode his tomahawk, b% 
children ride their broomsticks, mak^ use of bii 
whip, as to indicate the necessity of rapid move-r 
ment, lest his foes should overtake him. WaH»ui 
ha-jing-ga, or Little Slack Beavj after a variety qf! 
gestures, threw several arrows in succession, ov£i 
his own head — thereby indicating his familiarity* 
with the flight of such missiles. He, at the same 
time, covered bis eyes with his hand, to indicate 
that he was blind to danger. Others represented 
their manoeu\Tes in battles, seeking their enemy» 
discharging at him their guns or arrows, &c. &c. 

"Most of the dancers were the principal war- 
riors of the nation — men who had not condescend- 
ed Co amuse themselves or others, in this manner^ 
for years before. But they now appeared in honor 
of the occasion, and to conciliate, in their best man- 
ner, the good will of the representative of the gov- 
ernment of the Big Knives. Amongst these veteran^ 
warriors, letan, or Sha-mon-e-kuS'Seej Ha-she-a, 
Qhe Broken Arm), commonly called Cut Nose, and, 
JVarsa-ha-zing-ga (or Little Black B^ar), three, 
youthful leaders, in particular, attracted our atten-.. 
tion. In consequence of havmg been appointed, 
soldiers on this occasion, to preserve order^ th§y 
were painted entirely black. The countenance <rf^ 
the first indicated much wit, and had, in its express, 
sion, something of the character of that of Voltaire. 
He frequently excited the mirth of those about him,. 

Sr his remarks and gestures. Ha-^he-a, (called Cut 
ose, in consequence of having lost the tip of hi*^ 
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9Ae of iv&te wdlf ddn; with an a^sendage be* 
^ixhI him, eailed a crow. This singular decoration 
IS a large cushiony made of die skin of acrow, stuffed 
with any light materia], and varioudy ^miamented. 
It has two decorated stidcs, projecting from it up 
Wtttdyand a pendent one b^ieathj this appamtus 
is secured' upon the buttocks by a girdle passing 
round the body. The other actors in the scene were 
decorated with paints of several colors, fantastically 
disposed upon their persons. Several were painted 
with white clay, which had the appearance of be- 
ihg grooved in many places. This grooved appear- 
ance is given by drawing the finger-nails over the 
part, so as to remove the pigment from thence in 
parallel lines. These lines are either rectilinear, 
undulated, or zigzag; sometimes passing over the 
forehead transversely, or vertically; sometimes in 
the same direction, or obliquely over the whole 
visage, or upon the breast, arms, &c. Many were 
painted with red clay, in which the same lines ap- 
peared. A number of them had the representation 
of a black hand, with outspread fingers, on differ- 
ent parts of the body, t^trongly contrasting with the 
principal color with which the body was over- 
spread; the hand was depicted in different positions 
upon the face, breast, and back. The face of others 
was colored, one half black, and one half white, or 
red and white, &c. Many colored their hair with 
red clay, but the e^e-lids and base of the ears were 
generally tinged with vermilion. 

*< At the conclusion of tlie ceremony, whiskey— 
which they always expect on similar occasions- 
was produced, and a small portion was given to 
each. The principal Chiefs ot the different nations 
who had remained passive spectators of the scene, 
now directed their people to return to their camp* 
The word of the Chiefs was obeyed, excepting by 
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milled to ksop tbeir plMM, nat\tilhtMnJtiig tfM^iei 
iterated coimnand of the Chiefii. I^an now sptax^ 
towards tbon, with an expremm of mndi finodty 
in hmcaaul^natUQey and it is piofaabte a tragie semie 
w<Hild hare been diq^layed, bad nut ike chiefs re« 
qnested him to oae gcnde means; and tfins he mc 
ceededt irfler whidi^ tfie Chieb withdrew '' 
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SALE OF WHISKEY TO THE INDIANS.. 

In tracing out tiie causes which led to the lata 
war with the Sac and Fox Indians of Rock river, 
leference was made to the violations of the laws of 
Congress in the introduction of whiskey among them 
hy the white traders. The opiniooy moreover, was 
.expressed that the lioenaed traders of the United 
States, among these tribes, were in the habit of 
selling this article to them, and under circumstances 
^which must have brought home the fact to the 
^oiowiedge of our Indian agents. Black Hawk with 
other chiefs of the band to which he belonged, 
earnestly remonstrated against the introduction of 
whiskey among his people, because of its debasing 
efibct upon their morals, and the danger of its pro- 
voking them to acts of aggression upon the whites, 
while in a state of intoxieation* 0»e of the foets, 
eet forth in the memorial which the white settlers 
on Rock river, presented to Governor Reynolds, m 
}831| luid upon which be declared the slate to be 
•aotually invaded by the Sac and Fox Indians, and 
ordered out the miutia to repel it, was the destruc- 
tion, by Black Hawk, of a barrel of whiskey, whidi 
4he owner was retailing to the Indians. The viola- 
tiou of the laws of Congress and of express treaty 
provisions^ in the sale of ardent spirits to the lo- 
diaus» winked at, as they undoubtedly were, by the 
pttUie agents, mainly contributed to oring about a 
war, which resulted in the destruction of a great 
part v( the band of Blaiok Hawk. That the affsga- 
tions, in regard to the sale of mtoxioattng liquors, 
to the Indians, by the tegularly licensed traders of 
the Unit^ States, msiy not be supposed to rest upon 

the Muowiag l^ter, i^ 
Tt Ml 
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moted, whkh pUdes'dii malUr beyond all gttes* 
tion. 
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Indian Agent, Pnuie dn Chien. j 

8iB-*I arrived at diiaulaoe ycatodaj tnmihbwomoetodiiftl 
iippl, having TUt«d the Cmppeifra bandi anJtradinc^^ 
Moch coaipMbt k made MipectiMg the ooti^Qet of the ]ieMo^ 
by ym hat year, mho located thinii w h rca at tha OrantrRaekivaaden 
the St Croix. No doubt can eiiat that each of them took in, and 
tiaed in their trade, a considerable quantity of whiskey. And i am 
wm anabled to aay, that iSb/ej each located tiieina^hrea i pointa witli^ 



the limila ef n^ iiPiEy» whera Ihera an no 
My loweat tradng-poat on the Bliaiiawiipi, ia the Pierced Prasae, f . 
teen milea below the month of the lie Corbeau. It embracea 0tm 
m3e aqnase npon which tradera are reqaiie^ to be located. On fSbo 



■8t OMx, Iba pMa calMbhad Md ooiifinMd by the : 
SMhaRifaraUd YelMT Sivai» and tnilMoe «aeh,aa the prrjnwirm 
place of location, one mile acjoare. I report thcae fiicta for yonr iulbp> 
mation, and not to enable yon to grant Hcenaea lor these posts, as 
Ae-lMbrttdiaaBof ite DeptftaMut gito to eaeh agent the dxeloahli 
CQrtyal of the anUect of grating Vkt m m m far <be mp e Oi f e agemiefc 

Much aoHcitoids ia felt by me to exduda ardent rainta who)^ fym 
'the Chippewaa and Ottowas, the latter of whom haTe,by a recent 
order, heini pheed under my diarge. I am ftdly satSsfiod tha* aordent 
iflritg wn ik)t mtamtr to Iha auuiaaifd pi aai i i d a u ^£lfaoti»da^tliit 
thegr ovi ^Mly pamoooa totfio Miana» Mid diat both tivir 9m 
and abuae ia d«rQ|atoiy to tbt dyuactar of a wise and aoher favem- 
ment Thair Oi d naon in every shape» and evety qnkntity, is an ob- 
ject^pitoaiy aaiaettt; attditiaa»objeetwhiibI ftel k « teyto 
Mein tier * ^ " 



p mavs fo ia the attain|n»ni #^ b aw u f w ,tmim may M iit y ^ iftafrn 
waannable conrtdmra if staling^ that no whiskey hM been need iR^ny 
agency during the lairt two years, except the limited quantity tal^epi 
by apikial pemiailoft of Ae fiectO U g y of W«ar,fif the trade of A 

.H^dsan^ Bay liaea t and wn^i also thn 4|«Mrtii^4iiiidMtin«^ 

.dQoed^raaiPniiiada€his»andet.Pel«ip. ,^- 

' I know, sir, that an appeal to you on this subject cannot be kitft, 
and that your ieeCngs and jodgment ftdly appnve of tempfetimoa 
ntaMiea. B«titreq«uroaaeM^n«iaa«eiittg,nnyS4diMtcCafia. Aftd 

Jnattsiicheflbit%judkieH7«yAlom»Mi<fiodtha>to 
.will sostain the agents ia a iHgnified diirhaiyi of their duties I^et jm 
proceed in the accomplishment of this object with firmness, and with a 
det sfiniiii tien iiewto rsfinqufch it^ untiF^rdfltit apiriti airei 

. afcrittl ten tba MiiB taoanlT. 

Veirreqiectftilly, 



Kotit toliedient aaivaut^ 



rl ft T 
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8ALS or WUMISt MlTBE INDUNS 

r^yr» roiptr Tmwrt, < nnniiiiiWifjae ito ^mk Ite^iiMadg^ 1 
«ARtwiT iMgr frf b^ilMmiiib Hie prnrnpt, aedii^vnd «wreel qmw 
d«et in tfaiis and odnr treiMMeliMit fdUiBf to&ian 
ilpprabitMii «f fBwnmraent ] 

The Petite Coitwaa baa reqvested thai no ttKfer hm^ be kntid li 
(he Aoiith of Oie 6t iJinix. 

The following picture of the present cdndition of 
the Wlnnebagoes, given in the St Lonis Bulielin, 
IBho ws the deplorable results of the jiitercourse of 
'h^ whites with the Indians — the baneful ^tkcXs af 
apiritoo^s liqnovs vtfon their morais and^iiabitff. 
^e Wimiebagoes were neighbors of the Sacs and 
Foxes, and long intimately associated viiih them. 
Twenty years ago, all of these tribeSy raised amiu^^ 
ally more com, beans and other regetable*, thaft 
were needed for their own consumt)tion^ NoW thej 
are miserable/squalid beggars, without the xmsLm 
of subsistence. The faitlilessness of the Grovem-» 
ment, the perfidy and ararice of its agents and 
citizens, have brought this race of people to the 
horrible condition, in which they are represented in 
the statement that follows. 

Ab «geiit of lh» Te mp er a nce Sedely, in a joohmI 6f a kte tour to 
the legkm of the Upper Mkiifliippi, preaenti a pictme, melaiidiolj 
indeed,^ of the preant condition of ike Indian tiibea in dut qoarter, 
whldi moat deqdj looie the connteration of vnrj benevolettt man. 
From our eiwn paraooal obaerfation one year ainoe, we woold coiv> 
roborate the aoertion, that were the worid lanaacked for a aoWeol 
In which ahould be concmtrated and penonified injnalieer op pi w a io n» 
-^dnmkenneaiy aqmlid filth, and degiadatioB, one would pooit to ftte 
atraggUng Indian on die buika of the Upper Miaunppi for tiie iflaat 
iQCempiification. 

Tbeie were aome two or three himdied of theae atraggl ei e — ^Win- 
nebagoea, chi^, about Prairie dn Chien^men, women, and duldren, 
mai^ of whom had acaicely the fragmenti of a filthy blanket to hide 
iheir nakedneai or wreen them from the cold— ^itrolling and atngg&ig 
. about in aqoada of from two to a half doaen each, beggmg for ix^key, 
.«rooldpotatioea,orcrualaofbiead. One old female, donbUeaa tamed 
of threeaoore and ten, half naked, waa gathering up from tiie diit nod 
aahea about the boiler of the aleam boat, a few piecea d dried applea 
that bad been dropped and trodden under foot, which, with her tooth* 
leaa ginna» abe attwyted to maaticata wiA afl the eagemeaa erf a atarfw 
» final 00* to fow jean oU» mat «BKw]tet 
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Atk, llm wyh itmm foor cratons onaot artkiililft mwort «f anr 
tfainf dM in Engiidi, the most Mrf oIIt mbam tnwiwMiHM irill dras 
Am lk» ta « Bi«lUw M tentiy » tf it had ben thor Tom^ 
tongm. Wbnlbtwhileffint Mtded in dui migfabodtood, tbe In- 
diani nind com and other proviaiona enoofh, not only lor their own 
•a^fant abo iat the faMnden and aettlen. 

Nonrtti^aaa altogelher dependeiitfor evett the acaatf ■rihdrtmca 
W whieh tbqr are dragKing out the remnant of amiaeFnle lift^tQioia 
ftewfaitea. Ad^ whaihaa been the canae of ao great a chiQge in a 
twryeaw in the dieamatanera and hamaof a^dbole people t The 
awaiTHr ia plain la «fcqr one ail mU angnainted with loMt hialoqr. 
b ia the pfldU^ ied svanoe of the whitav and wi|xaxsT« mntutr hia 
been the all patent agent hy wbidi it haa been cflbcted. B j edfiiw 
«od giviBf tfam whiriuj ^ tbaj beeooie draid^ ihqr ve aoen fikhei 
«flhalilllaaiaMitiaaiaedfedfroai0nren]Bicnt{ aad^n tnafted tiM 
«BBt of tlM year ia»aa UMO^ dQ^.P--Aa an ilfavtatkm ^ the la^^ 
warda Aen^ a merchant at Pnurie da Chien enreaaed the ymf hm> 
■Mne widL that thera flmdit aoonbe another Indiaawarto kflftheaa 
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A^nnstrong fort botlt, 96. 

Atkinson, General, orden^ to Roek Itltad, 140^-«^net8 Bbek 
Hawk to return to die west side of the M imtaippi, 14<^* 
takes command of the Illinois mtlHtia, 141->-proeeedt to 
Dixon*s Ferrj, 141— attack on Black Hawk at Bad-axe» 
156— official accoQut| 158 — his letter of appioTri from W«r 

/ Depar«DBeB«» 179. 

B 

Black Hawk's ^ecoimt of the treaty of ISM, 58. 

Black Hawk Purchase, in 183S, 10, 

Black Hawk, birth and early adventures, 74— 4it8 bttde wili 
the Osaffes in 1786, 75-^wirti Oherokees, 75— with Chip- 
peways, Kaskaskias and Osages, 76— his account of PlkeS 
visit, 77 — ^his attack on Fort Madison, 78— joins tlie British 
army, 80 — his return, 80— murder of his adopted son, 81— 
battle of the sink-hole near Cap aa Gris, 83— his attack up- 
on boats gtAns to Prairie lies Chiens, 86 — ^makes peac« 
with the United States, 86r— 4eath of his eldest son, 90-*«> 
vifiit to thf loway village, 89— visit to Maldon, dO — whip* 
ped by some Americans, 91 — refuses to remove to the west 
side of th^ MipsiBeippit 93— white? encroach upon his vil^ 
lage, 93— burning or his lodges, 96— interview with Gov- 
ernor Coles and Judge Hall, 96 — agrees to remove for six 
thooaai^ dollan^ 100^-internew with Gaines, U)3«-pi^ 
moves to west side Mississippi, 104"-4reat8 with Gaioet 
and Reynolds, 104— causes which led to the war, 108— > 
his attempted alliance with other Iribea, 111— dii^ooiiteotel 
on west side ef the Mississippi^ )38«-send8 messenger tf 
Keokuk, 138— collects his band at Fort Madison and crosses 
to east side of the Mississippi, 139— j)roceeds to the pro- 
phet's village up Rock river, 140-*-oraeied baek hf Geneol 
Atkinson, 141 — makes his cainn aft Ki9k*Wtt^eokee«-i8 a^ 
taeked in hi« eamp bjr Maj. Stilliiian, 145— his flag e£ truee 
fired upon, i45-^elsat6 Stillman, 146*«.4ittaek upon Buf- 
&]a Grove, I49p-4iis battle on the Wisconsin, 151— flies 
to the Mississippi, 159— ettadced by the steam boni War- 
rioR, 15S— bifl wittte flag fired upon, IdS^-^hls defeat at thn 
Bad-axe, 156— escape, 161— capture, 169-^-«auses leading 
to this war, 171— «t Jeflorson Barracks, 189— sent to 
Wi|ihiBftoQ 4nty, 199— nonfined at Fortress Monroe, 193 
-Hntervi^w with the PresifWnty 193— speech to Col* Eus- 
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IM^iatar/iew wtlli Presidwit, 197-Mrisitto niYsMphm. 
199— CO New York, S09^«4o ^Vanir, S09— to Bnfimlo, 203-^ 
inlerrtew with Senecat, 211E2— visit to Detroit, 203 — ^reaches 
Ibrt Armstrongr, 306 — refasei to tabmit to Keokuk, 209 — his 
final speech in the conncil, 215— riail in f 837 to Wtahifei|rtoAy 
m^^'^^fU^ to BestoiHdl7-«4» Ciaeitiimli, 217-i-4iis«hsrBct«r 
aftd perseaal appetranee, 210 iwiaher of hie w amu rt i in 
eampaign ef 1838, 280w 
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Cahcrfuat eony t ertd, 16. 

Clark, Georee Rogers, relieres St. Lonia, 21 seada troops 
into the Indian coantry, 25. 

Cole, GovemoTt meets Blaek Hawk, 96. 

Claric, General, letter to War Dqrartment, 107. 

Cap an Gris, hattle o^ 83. 

Chetera among Scott's troops, 166, 

Cass, Lewis, report to the President, 178. 

Cass* letter to Gen. Atkinson, 179. 

Cass* account of Sacs and Foxes, 181. 

C^loniaaden of the Indians, 223. 
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Drakefoid's batde near Cap au Gria, 84. 

Dodge, General, kills 29 Indians, 149— his hattia of tho "l^o* 

consio, 151. 
Davenport, Col. Wm.t ^eeeh to Black Hawk, 210. 

B 

Cverett, Gorenior, speeen to Keoknk in Boston, 181-HBiakas 
' them presents, 139. 

Fort Armstrong hnflt, 87* . 

Foxes, party or, mnrder 28 Menominles, 137 

G 

c;ood spirH of Rock Island, 87. 

•daUand's deseriptieii of Sac Tilkm, 94. 

Onines, General, h^t to Reyndds, I02<*-ofders traep^ t» 
Rock Island, 108— 4ntenriew with Black Hawk, 103-»4ake8 
possession of Sac Tillage, 103 — treato with the fitiidsh 

' Band, 104--his lett^ to War Department, 106. 

Oarhmd, Maj., tricee clmge of prisonem, 197— hia udeaaa 
of Black Hawk, 2U. 

H 

Harrfson, General, aceocmt of the conqneat of the iMhoit 

' tribes, 2S-4>is tiea^ wiA the Sacs and Foxet in 1| 

«^aU,JMlgr,iMa#afti-«fMrvffli^,-r ~^ 
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Blaek Hawk, 96— his abebovt ^ dk» flMdi udW^fem it 
Washington, 127. 

Illinois tribes oonqoered, 15. 

Indians, power to sell lands, 59. 

Johnson, John, letter ^ Seoiettvy aft ¥^, 40^ 

Illinois militia, flight at Sycamore creek, 146. 

Irving, Washington, account of Black Hawk» 191. 

lildi&n danekg ceremonies, 337V 

K 

iCaskaskias conquered, 16. 

Keokuk removes west of Mississippi, 93 — his birth, 114 — age, 
115— ^admitted to the cooncil-lodge, 116 — ^bold adventure 
with the Sioux, 117— his interview with th^ MaiominieA. 
1 19— in peril with his tribe, 133— femoved from his post ot 
head chief, 133 — re-instated, 134— detiveis up his Bephew 
to be tried for mnrder, 135-<^his letter to Cvovernor of lUi* 
nois, 135-»vi8it to Washington city ia 1^7 and coancil 
with Secretary at War, 137-^isit to Phihiddphia, New 
York and Boston, 133 sp e ech ia reply to Got* R^stett, 
133— letora to the west, 135— characteiv I3S-^is rnit to 
Jeffecsoa banacks, 19(K-his spcedt-on th» libexa£liHr of 
Black Hawk* 308— final speech in tie ««*db&1, 8I»*4iis 
?isit to Waahingtoo in 1837,316-^ooiidjDci te Blade Hawk, 
317. 

L 

li^wis and(^ark*« aecoont of Saos irndTozeti 45. 

' M - . 

MxmrnmLj tnbe^ 15. 

Mascontins, battle with Sacs and FoXM^ 17* 
Ma«orialto Gov. B^rnolds^ 103w 
Meaeiaiaiasy tnnxd«red by the f«u$9 138. 
Maeomb, Gen., report to Secretary at War^ 178. 

N 
ke'sirisitto Maiden, 138— captared, Ii5-*-liis ttttbMOj 
before Scott, 166-^^t Jsibrsoa bahraekii» 189. 



Osages, battle with Sacs and Foxes, 75. 
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Peorias eonqnered^ 16. 

^imm's accoant of tha attM^lc on St Lppiaij^jUTl^ jyp^ 

Kik**»«9Mtai«fSaat«ndfaxM»4i. - ' ^ 
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PropbM, WabokieBhiek^ 168. 



Pathepmbow't tpeeeh, 912* 



Qoathqiimiiiey aMDQiiC<tf tiMtgr fi£ 1804» 58. 

B 
Rernoldt, Gorernor, letter to Cluk^ 101— to €takM« lOt-^ 
deelarM the state to be ioTaded, 101— 4etter to War De- 
partmeDt, 106— orders oat llie militia and Joins Atkinsoo, 
141— makes a trea^ withthe Sacs and Foxes, 170. 

S 

flaeand Fsk indiaas, oiigin ^, 13— Identity of the tribes, 14 
I le s idea s s, l^xHTMoral to the west, 14— oon^oest of the 
nUai tribes, Ift-^llMlraClaek on St. liOttisin 1779, 18— 4heir 
Yilla^ 98— tfieir war and veaee ehielb, 30— division into 
families, 3]-*«iode of bariai, 35— idea' of a fntare state, 36 
—in regard to tke ereation of the world, 37— «oeial relations, 
41— 4nnHeal instniments, 41-«Pilce*8 aeoomt of them^ 45 
•*4beir ehaiaeter Iot oowage, 48-^4i<sat]r widi &e United 
States in 1788, 4»*-*dille at St. Lmtk in 1884, S^-they are 
•Ksitsd te keatflilies by BiitisAi agents, 69— olfer to igfat 
Mdnst Bftflaiid, 83 i p a rt of ^Mn ^ «)ie Mtish standard, 
64— treaty with them 13th Sep. 1815, 64— ditto 14th Sep. 
1815, 64— ditto with British Band, 64— relinqoish lands m 
Missouri 66— tcevtjef Prairie 4o9 CNioDe id 1885i6<H- 
freaty for mineral region in 1828, 68— Blaok Hawk pnr* 
chase in 1839, 70— >their present residence. 71— sale of 
their lands on Rock rirer, 99— treaty wiA 966nmiWLtfi^ 
nolds, 170— desorihed by OoTi Cass, 181. 

Stillman, Maj., proceeds to Syeamere 4reek, 14)— attacks 
Black Hawk and ii deteted, 148-fiMttpoa Btosk Hawk^s 
Hag of truest 145. 

Stephenson, J. W., kills some Indians, 149. 

Scott, General, arriyal at Rock Island, 165— treacy with SaM 
aadFcoaes, 170. 

Senecas, their spOeirii to Blaok Hawk, §69^ 

Sioox Indians, sketches of^ 929* 

Sale of whiskey to the Indians, 945. 

W 

Wabokieshiek, adrice to British Band, 9?., 
WarriOT's attack on Black Jiawl^ 153. 
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